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CLAN GATHERING AT SORBIE TOWER 28TH MAY 2011 

 

 

    
 

 
This has been a year of natural disasters with tsunamis in Japan and earthquakes in New Zealand, 
where Christchurch was the worst hit. We visited there last year and I have been in contact with 
Clan members who might have been affected. Nearer home, the election of a Scottish Nationalist 
majority in the Scottish parliament has raised the possibility of independence. While welcoming 
more powers to Scotland, many Scots might prefer a federal solution rather than further partition of 
the British Isles. America, Australia and Canada are examples of federal states from which we in the 
old country may have much to learn. In the meantime, we welcome all Clan members irrespective of 
nationality, colour or creed. 
 
David R Hannay – Clan Chief 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF CLAN HANNAY                                                  

 

Professor David R. Hannay of Kirkdale and that Ilk 

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER - 2011 

 

 
Wendy Ronan has, for many 
years, been one of our hard 
workers behind the scenes. She 
visits the tower doing gardening 
and tidying and deterring 
vandals. She was named Citizen 
of the Year recently in 
recognition of all the work she 
has done in the Garlieston area, 
not only for Clan Hannay and 
Sorbie Tower but for the local 
area in general. She is pictured 
here crowning The Queen of 
Galloway - well done Wendy. 
(Picture P Foster Galloway Gazette) 
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       David Hannah – Clan Piper             Bramble in tartan outfit              Helena Bergman ready for a sleep 
 

                  
   Periwinkle in Sorbie Wood                   Joshua  McCready grandson                Colin and Pauline Millar 
                                                                      of Rev Desmond Hanna                Our first wedding at the Tower 

 

The Clan Hannay Society – The objects for which the Society was formed are: 
• To promote and strengthen a mutual interest and fellowship throughout the world between all persons bearing the Family 

Name of Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney and their relatives. 
• To collect and preserve records, relics and traditions of the Clan for mutual benefit. 
• To preserve for all time as a Clan possession Sorbie Tower and grounds, the ancient stronghold of the Clan in Galloway. 

Sorbie Tower Conservation Project – Since 1965 Sorbie Tower has belonged to the Clan Hannay Society and has been 
‘maintained’ in its ruinous state.  In consultation with Historic Scotland the Clan Hannay Society has spent some £200,000 on 
conservation in efforts to allow public access.  Now the Society is proposing to re-instate the roof to prevent further damage to 
the fabric of the building and will be seeking partnership funding from Historic Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund, but especially 
from Clan members. 
The Clan Hannay Society and Donald C Hannah Memorial Trust – This charitable trust has the primary aim of offering 
assistance to those having descent from or bearing the names  Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney who may be in financial 
need or seeking to further their education by means of a course of study acceptable to the Trustees. 
If you would like more information about any of these please contact Mrs Jacquie Hannay, Secretary of the Clan Hannay Society. 
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Minutes of the 48th Annual General Meeting, Saturday 28th May 2011 – 11.00am Garlieston Village Hall 
 

Present: 
 
Professor David & Mrs Janet Hannay – Carsluith, Scotland  John & Jo Hannah – Paisley, Scotland  
Douglas, Kharen & KC Hannah – Stranraer, Scotland  Harry and Jacquie Hannay – Dumfries, Scotland 
Len and Hilda Hanney – Nottingham, England   David & Patricia Hannah – Sutherland, Scotland 
Frederick & Lyn Hannay – London, England   Tommy & Sandra Hanna – Glasgow, Scotland  
Wendy Ronan – Garlieston, Scotland    Stephen Hanna – Garlieston, Scotland 
John Hanney – Formby, England    David & Heather Hanna – County Down, Northern Ireland 
Ian & Ellen Wort – Isle of Whithorn, Scotland   Mark Hanna – Virginia, USA  
Russell and Janette Hannah – West Lothian, Scotland  Rev Desmond Hanna – County Down, Northern Ireland 
John Bassett – Surrey, England    Josh McCready – County Down, Northern Ireland   
Peter and Betty Gaigals – NSW, Australia   Ian Hanney and Wendy Patient – Leicester, England  
Robert Hannah and Nicole Bertin – Quebec, Canada   Ricky and Samantha Hannah – Queensland, Australia  
John and Elizabeth Hannay – Brisbane, Australia    Robert and Janet McCulloch – Ayshire, Scotland 
James Saunders & Carolyn Bilyard – Caithness, Scotland  Finlay and Hilary Coupar – Castle Douglas, Scotland 
Sara Hanna – Castle Douglas, Scotland    Joanna Hanna – Castle Douglas, Scotland 
David Hanna – Castle Douglas, Scotland   Rebecca Hanna – Castle Douglas, Scotland  
Dan – Castle Douglas, Scotland    George and Felicity Hannah – Cambridgeshire, England 
Yvonne Hannah – Cornwall, England    Ashley and Caroline Hannah – Cambridgeshire, England 
David Hanna – California, USA     Gigi Hanna – California, USA  
Cheri Powers – California, USA     Erin Moore – California, USA 
Dawn Genzlinger – California, USA    Del Genzlinger – California, USA 
Dustin Genzlinger – California, USA    Bjorn Bergman – West Virginia, USA 
Wolfgang, Helena and William Bergman – London, England Windsong Hannay Bergman – West Virginia, USA 
Dr Roland Bergman and Barbara Hannay Bergman – West Virginia, USA   
                     
Welcome and Apologies 
 
Chief David extended a warm welcome to all those present, with many from all parts of the world; from Australia, 
Canada, America, and from various parts of the UK; from Caithness to Cornwall, including London, Surrey and 
Cambridge.  Thanks were given to those members who had made donations to the Society when making their 
bookings.   
 
Apologies had been received from; Patrick Playfair -Treasurer, Evelyn McArthur, Marion Green - Clan Genealogist, 
Dorothea Hannah, Will Hanna from Northern Ireland and Peter Balderstone-Hanna. 
 
Sadly there are fourteen obituaries to report since last year’s AGM.  We are especially grateful to relatives who pass 
this information on to us.  Condolences are expressed to the families of these Clan members: 
 
Mrs Margaret Hanna Dolbel NSW, Australia               Ms Gloria Hannah Smith Georgia, USA 
Dr W C Hannah                           Alabama, USA                Mr Philip A Hanna           Kent, England 
Mrs Dorothy Schwamberger New York, USA        Mr Jim L Hanna  Arkansas, USA 
Mr Clyde H Hanna  Oklahoma, USA        Mr David D Hanna            Oregon, USA 
Mrs Patricia Hannay-Dagger Kent England             Mr Harry Charles Hanna          Oklahoma, USA 
Mr Maurice Edward Hanna West Sussex, England  Mrs Bette (Louise) Hannah      Surrey, England 
Mr Mervyn Pettigrew Hanna Co Tyrone, Northern Ireland.  Mrs Wilfred Miller              N Carolina, USA 
 
David Hanna from Oregon was a stalwart of Clan West 
Maurice Hanna was at the first meeting of the Clan Hannay Society, which he ‘chaired’. 
Mervyn Hanna was a long standing member of the Society. 
Bette Hannah was the wife of Alex Hannah, who was the first Secretary and responsible for setting up the Clan 
Hannay Society. 
 
Our warden, Stephen Hanna, sadly lost his mother this year.  Although not a member, she was a constant supporter 
to Stephen. 
 
Our sympathy also, to our ex-Membership Secretary, Evelyn McArthur, whose husband Jo passed away in 
September. Jo was an ex-bomber pilot and, although he did not attend meetings or gatherings and was not a member 
of the Society, he contributed an amazing amount of work for the benefit of the Society, ranging from painstakingly 
hand writing tickets and badges to helping to ensure that the newsletter went out on time. 
 
If anyone has an obituary to report, please send it to Jacquie Hannay, Secretary at:membership@clanhannay.com 
 
Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting – May 2010 
These were approved by Patricia Hannah and seconded by Len Hanney. 
 
Matters Arising from Minutes of Last Meeting  
Under ‘Any Other Business’, it stated that the 50th anniversary will be 2013; it is in fact next year, 2012.  This 
current meeting is the 49th AGM of the Clan Hannay Society. 
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Convenor’s Report 
 
After last year’s Gathering, my main concern was producing the Clan newsletter as an interim editor.  This was a 
steep learning curve in desktop publishing and information technology.  I am grateful to the previous editor David 
Hannah for his help, and glad that the newsletter went out on time, largely due to the efforts of Jacquie and Harry 
Hannay.  
 
During the year, the Sorbie Tower Sub-Committee was resurrected under the new name of ‘The Sorbie Tower 
Restoration Committee’.  We have engaged Peter Drummond, a conservation architect, to produce a report on the 
way forward for the tower; now that Historic Scotland have placed the tower on their list of buildings suitable for 
restoration.   
 
The tower is in good hands with Wardens Wendy Ronan and Stephen Hanna, and Constable David Hannah.  Wendy 
does an amazing amount of work, with regular visits to keep the tower and grounds tidy, fending off vandals and 
planting shrubs.  Stephen arranges tours and has recently organised a humanist wedding at the tower with the Chief 
as piper, as well as a re-enactment weekend with the ‘Sealed Knot’ Society.  Constable David Hannah visits for 
weekends from the Highlands and does a great deal of maintenance work, often assisted by the Vice-Convenor John 
Hanney.   
 
I have now been Convenor of the Clan Hannay Society for twelve years and Chief for the past seven years, and so 
am standing down as Convenor in order to concentrate on the tower restoration project, but will remain on Council 
as Chief.  Stephen Hanna has agreed to be nominated as Convenor of Council with John Hanney staying as  
Vice-Convenor.  I am glad to say that Jacquie Hannay will now take over as Secretary including membership, and 
Janette Hannah will become the Newsletter Editor. 
 
It is important that new faces and a younger generation become involved in the Clan Society.  In particular, 
Webmasters Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna are looking for help in managing and improving our very successful 
website, which is so important in maintaining communication for an international clan society with a worldwide 
membership.                                                                                         
 
Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
Since last year’s AGM we have enrolled 25 new members to our Society:   Life 15    Annual 10 
England  8             Australia  1          New Zealand  2         Canada  1                  USA       13 
 
Our total membership currently stands at 517 Worldwide from the following locations, and comprises of:  
Life 484 Annual 32 Honorary 1 
 

Australia 46 Iceland 2 Norway 2 
Belgium 1 Ireland 1 Scotland 65 
Canada 38 Isle of Man 2 Sweden 1 
Costa Rica 1 Luxemburg 4 USA 215 
England 108 New Zealand 10 Wales 3 
France 2 Northern Ireland 15 Zimbabwe 1 

  
Jacquie Hannay – Membership Secretary 
(Please notify the Membership Secretary if you move, to help us mail your newsletter to the correct address and 
keep in touch with you). 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
I would like to begin by thanking Jacquie yet again for covering in my absence at the last Council meeting in March. 
We were faced with horrendous weather conditions that morning and decided not to carry on with the journey. We 
had set off extra early, only to be turned back five miles from home. Cars and lorries stuck on the hills yet again; just 
when we thought we had seen the last of the snow. I had been looking forward to seeing all the Council members 
again and also the new venue at The Kings Arms, Lockerbie, which, I take it, was up to everyone’s expectations. 
 
This will be my last report as Secretary and looking back over paperwork I was surprised to see that it has been 
something like ten years since I took the role on after Evelyn’s retirement from the position. I won’t be escaping 
easily though; I hope to take over as Newsletter Editor. I would like to say to both Davids “I’m more than a bit 
apprehensive of stepping into your shoes, as I have to live up to such high standards”. Our newsletter is undoubtedly 
the envy of all the other Clan Societies and I’ll do my best to keep it that way. 
 
On closing, I would like to express my admiration for Jacquie’s amazing enthusiasm for every task she undertakes 
and, of course, let’s not forget Harry. I would also like to say that I am in awe of Evelyn – who, in her time as 
Secretary and Membership Secretary, demonstrated astounding organisational skills and a wonderful memory for 
details of all the members; all of this without relying on the help of any electronic devices.   
Janette Hannah, Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
2010-11 has been a year where turnover has fallen, making my job easier with less transactions to report!  However, 
this has come about due to a drop in goods sold and subscriptions, two of the mainstays of the Clan account, with 
these falls more than off-setting reduced goods purchased total and less expenditure on Tower maintenance, as 
shown by a reduced bank balance at year end.   
 
There are two other notable points.  The first being a useful increase in donations, albeit from a very low starting 
point.  In fact donations are actually higher at the moment, with other sums going straight into the Sorbie Tower 
Conservation Project account (an increased balance of nearly £1,500 on the year) and into the North American 
account.  Most of the donations coming to the main account have been passed on to the Tower Conservation fund, 
with some going to the Donald Hannah Memorial Trust. 
 
The second point is that the 2010 Gathering ended up bringing in a healthy income to the account as well.  Adding 
in the goods sold, this makes the Gathering an important economic function for the Clan, as well as the social aspect.   
 
Most of the miscellaneous expenditure was the newsletter and a donation to the Tower Fund that came through the 
main account.  One other element to this has been an unexpected and uninvited direct debit to Royal Sun Alliance 
for somebody’s pet insurance!   This is currently being sorted out. 
 
It has also been decided to close down the Standard Life interest account as the current rate is so low.  The funds in 
the account will be used to pay off the debt still outstanding from the Donald Hannah Memorial Trust, with the 
balance going to the Sorbie Tower Conservation Fund (about £1,150).  It will be important to understand that in the 
future, should the main account require extra funds, it will no longer have this reserve to fall back on so could need 
to borrow from the other accounts.  It will also mean the main account will no longer be able to pay for any capital 
projects of any sort, although it should continue to bear the cost of the annual maintenance of the Clan and the 
Tower (the Constable’s work, insurance, the gardener and water costs to name a few).  
 
Jacquie Hannay’s contribution to the day-to-day running of the Clan is proving to be invaluable with, from my 
point-of-view, money swiftly being deposited into the bank account, rather than waiting to go in via the Treasurer  
(a practice successfully started by Evelyn McArthur) and very clear associated spreadsheets to go with all financial 
transactions. 
 
I have now completed ten years as Treasurer and am finding it increasingly difficult to attend meetings due to other 
commitments. The Treasurer’s work, while important, is not especially onerous and with the increasing emphasis on 
Conservation finance and work, the sums involved may well become less significant over the next few years.  While 
I am happy to continue as Treasurer, if anyone else would like to take on the role, I would be delighted to step aside 
for someone else to inject new impetus to the position.  
Patrick Playfair – Treasurer 
 
Chief David asked the meeting if there was anybody who would be interested in taking on the position of treasurer, 
and explained that there are currently four accounts;   1) The Current account held by the treasurer.  2) A deposit 
account in Standard Life, which is now ‘winding up’ as there is virtually no interest paid.  3) A Sorbie Tower 
Conservation Project account, which was set up in 2001; in which all donations to Sorbie Tower are deposited.   
4) A North American account run by Jamie Hanna, which accepts payments from people in North America, from 
which funds are sent twice a year to both the Treasurer’s and the Conservation Project account. 
 
The merits of PayPal were discussed as being possibly useful.  When this was first considered several years ago, 
organizations were charged for its use.  Currently PayPal take a 5% cut on every transaction, which is quite 
considerable.  However, it would still be necessary to retain a North American account.  The current system works 
well, but the issue will be looked at again at the next Council meeting. 
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CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY 
Accounts from 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011 

 

INCOME  
 

EXPENDITURE 
 

Balance from Bank 9,937.06 10,933.48  Goods Purchased 1,394.42 2,209.47 
Cash Balance 210.47 144.47  Goods Expenses 29.19 51.75 
Goods Sales 1,098.75 2,443.69  Secretary Expenses 610.07 434.00 
Subscriptions 1,255.00 2,395.94  Constable Expenses 222.56 171.41 
Donations 1,142.80 289.27  Miscellaneous 1098.08 735.99 
2010 Gathering 877.00 0.00  Tower Maintenance 734.67 2241.11 
2011 Gathering 349.00 0.00  Tower Capital 0.00 0.00 
(2009 Gathering)   756.73  Water Rates 144.06 128.96 
(2010 Gathering)   104.00  2010 Gathering 879.40 1163.82 
Council Meetings 0.00 232.00  Council Meetings 25.00 236.50 
Miscellaneous 0.00 152.18  Cash Balance 0.40 210.47 
Interest 66.19 69.44  Tax Deducted 0.76 0.66 
       Balance at Bank 9750.34 9,937.06 
       Creditor 47.32  
  14,936.27 17,521.20   104936.27 17521.20 

 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S CASH ACCOUNT 

 
Brought forward 1/4/09 210.47 144.47 
Drawn from funds 400.00 500.00 
 610.47 644.47 
   
Postage, printing etc. 610.07 434.00 
   
Cash Balance 0.40 210.47 

 
CLAN ASSETS 

As at 31st March 2011 
 

Bank Account           9,750.34      9,937.06 
Cash Account                  0.40         210.47 
Goods at cost                        4,626.67 1,467.79 
  14,377.41 11,615.32 

 
North American Account 2,750.00 970.00 
Sorbie Tower Conservation Project Account 5,034.23 3,611.51 
  22,161.64 16,196.83 

 
CLAN DEBTS 

 
Loan from Donald Hannah Memorial Fund               5,000.00   5,000.00 

 
Constable’s Report 
 
This report, like many of the previous, says thank you to a small group of people – the Chief, Wendy and Steve – the 
Tower Wardens, John - the Vice Convenor, Frederick Hannay and Kevin Boyce – grounds maintenance contractor, 
and all our visitors and Clan members for their continuing financial and moral support. 
 
We survived another year, relatively vandal free, which is a blessing.  Disappointments came mainly from the loss 
of the Lime Mortar training course and our lack of success in obtaining funding as yet; to put a roof on the Tower.  
We have had a busy time at the Tower, with the re-enactment group and the humanist wedding – Steve and the 
Chief will make reference to these points elsewhere. 
 
Significant savings have been made by changing our Portaloo service supplier, and despite attempts to have the 
water rates removed, we still pay for services that are seldom used. 
 
The tranquillity and beauty of our ancestral home at all seasons fill me with pride and gratitude for their foresight in 
picking this area to settle and I hope you too will experience these when you visit, and take away happy memories. 
 
Yours in kinship  
David Hannah - Constable                                                                                                                      
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Webmasters’ Report 
 
In terms of raw numbers, 2010-2011 was a record breaking year for visits to the website, but any enthusiasm about 
this fact must be tempered by the reality that much of the information on the site is horribly out-dated (the worst 
example being the bus schedules, dating from 2003).  In all likelihood, the increase in visitors coming to the site is 
due to newcomers (good), but this probably hides the fact that return visits are likely dropping, as there is rarely new 
information to drive people to check the site on any frequent basis. 
 
The fundamental problems are twofold: staffing and technology. 
 
Staffing: Right now, there are only two members of the internet committee.  We take turns answering email, but 
only one of us is updating the website – and that on a very sporadic basis, mainly due to the fact that it’s built on 
ancient technology not conducive to collaborative work.  I sent out a request for more help to all the Clan email 
addresses we have on record, but so far there has been next to no response.  We are looking for enthusiastic Clan 
members who have some familiarity with the web in terms of posting and editing content and who would be willing 
to be part of a virtual team that could maintain a new site in a collective manner.  By this, I mean in a manner that 
would not require all updates to go through a single person, which in an all-volunteer organization, is not realistic if 
we want to keep the site fresh.  
Interested? Have experience in WordPress or any blogging/messaging tool at all?  Are you a Facebooker?   
A copy-editor at heart?  A columnist, deep down in your soul?  Please send us email at:   info@clanhannay.com 
 
Technology: The site as it now stands was built in 2000 by hand, and several generations of exciting and 
simplifying new web technologies have since crept up.  We need to migrate the site to one of these, but Jamie and I 
can’t do it alone.  We can help select new technology and get us up and running, but we’re going to need help 
moving the information over from the old site and maintaining it once it’s up and running.  
Remember that email address folks - info@clanhannay.com – Operators, as they say, are standing by. 
How many people visited our website? 
 
Between May 1st 2010 and April 30th 2011, there were 14,708 visits to the site, of which 7,628 were unique visitors; 
with 798 in March alone, which is the highest monthly traffic ever for the site (records go back to 2004). 
 
 
 
What are people viewing? 
Here are the top ten reasons that visitors are viewing the Clan Hannay Website. 
 
Home page       Pictures of Sorbie Tower         Overview of Family History 
Archaeology of Sorbie Tower     Clan Store           Resources Page 
Map of Sorbie Tower Area     Community Overview Page   Genealogy Search page 
Genealogist Information Page 
 
 
 
What about Facebook? 
The Clan Hannay Society Facebook group has been quite active.  We now have 447 members as of May 18th 2011.  
In fact, most online activity related to the Clan Hannay seems to be taking place in Facebook, which also raises the 
question as to why we don’t simply move the kit’n’caboodle to Facebook.  This is a tempting proposition, but since 
Facebook technically owns all content posted on its pages, it can (and has been known to) change and/or remove 
things without notice.  As such, it is probably in our best interest to maintain our own web presence in parallel with 
our Facebook group.  Clan members are invited to join the Clan Hannay Society Facebook page by either: 
 

• Visiting http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group 161140999231 
• Visiting clanhannay.com and clicking on the Facebook logo on the main page (easier to remember) 

 
Please feel free to send us email at: info@clanhannay.com with questions, comments, suggestions, and above all, 
any offers to join the committee or help in any way! 
Frank Lawler for the Clan Hannay Society Internet Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Webmasters are Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna, who do a great job but need help, and any offers would be 
welcome. Frank, who used to work for Microsoft, set up our website and has considerable experience in this field.   
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Sorbie Tower 
 
Sorbie Tower was donated to the Clan in 1965 and over the next forty or so years the Clan spent about £40,000 of its 
own funds on the tower trying to maintain it.  It became clear a few years ago that what it required was extensive 
renovation to prevent further collapse of the building, and as the tower was dangerous due to falling masonry, 
expensive scaffolding would be required.  In 2000 the Clan received an anonymous donation of £10,000 for the new 
shed which stands in the grounds.  In 2001 and 2005, after several attempts, we succeeded in getting two 
Heritage Lottery Fund grants, with partnership funding from the Clan and Historic Scotland; not to rebuild the 
tower, but to conserve it.  Steel beams can be seen inside the tower, to prevent it falling down.  Sorbie Tower is a 
Grade A listed building and any work undertaken has to be approved by Historic Scotland.  In 2007 we got 
permission from the farmer that owns the woods surrounding the tower, to cut back the trees.  The tower was 
previously very enclosed, but following the cutting back of the trees it is now much more open and less susceptible 
to damage from fallen trees. The space left by the removed trees has now been filled by some lovely shrubs which 
Wendy has planted.  In 2009 we submitted a request to Historic Scotland for permission to put a roof on the tower.  
We considered that if this is not done, then over the years the tower would deteriorate further.  After much 
discussion, we persuaded Historic Scotland to put Sorbie Tower on the register for restoration.  A report has been 
commissioned from Peter Drummond, an architect and conservation expert on castles and towers, who was helped 
by Fergus Sutherland, an archaeologist and historian.  Not just the tower, but the entire site has a lot of historic 
interest.  There is also the motte, and there has been a geophysical survey done by an American archaeologist, which 
shows that there are a lot of archaeological remains in the wood.  The report is now available and the Sorbie Tower 
Sub-Committee has been reformed as The Sorbie Tower Restoration Committee, consisting of the following 
members: 
 
Chief David Hannay - Chair.       Const. David Hannah- Secretary.           Russell Hannah – Treasurer. 
Committee Members: - Douglas Hannah, Wendy Ronan, Stephen Hanna, Ian Wort, John Hannah, Jo Hannah, 
John Hanney, Harry Hannay, Jacquie Hannay and Frederick Hannay. 
                                          
Stephen Hanna is going to source some metal grills for the windows to prevent vandalism.  He is also going to try to 
organize the lime mortar course, which will be useful, as on the lower part of the building there are stones coming 
adrift.  Cut sandstone is being collected where we can find it, for repair work when restoration is commenced.  
Unfortunately, when the tower ceased to be inhabited (it was built in around 1550 and inhabited for around 200 
years), cut stones were taken out and used for farmhouses that were being built.   
 
Overseas Branches and Membership 
 
We have maintained the current membership fees since 2001 - £120 for Life and £15 for Annual, but reluctantly 
must now consider an increase.  A proposal of an increase for Life to £150 and Annual to £25 was put to the 
meeting, which was carried unanimously.  Membership at the pre-increased rate was offered to anyone wishing to 
join on the day.  It was mentioned that Life memberships provided no extra revenue and a suggestion was made that 
voluntary donations could be made from members wishing to give extra support to the Clan. 
 
About ten years ago we tried to improve communications with the two overseas branches In America; Clan West 
and Clan East, because members of branches were not necessarily members of the Clan Hannay Society and were 
not receiving the newsletters.  We had a series of meetings in 2002 with representatives from overseas branches and 
it was agreed by the Clan Council and branch representatives that there would be four affiliated branches, namely: 
Clan West - Convenor Gigi Hanna; Clan East - Convenor Charles Hanna; Alabama - Convenor Patricia Hanna and 
Canada - Convenor Major General James Hanna.  In the event this has been unsuccessful.  In Clan West people who 
were involved have moved away or left and it is now dormant.  Clan East is now run by Bill Haynes, but we do not 
have a list of members.  In Canada, this branch never got ‘off the ground’.  Alabama however is functioning and in 
contact.  Because of the problem, in 2008 we wrote to all members who were branch or annual members, offering 
Life membership at a reduced rate, with allowance being made against fees already paid; which is a practice we 
continue.  For UK members not wishing to convert to Life membership, we request that they pay by annual Standing 
Order following their initial year’s membership.   
 
During the last three years Chief David has travelled to Canada, where he met Major General James Hanna; to New 
York, meeting Bill Haynes from Clan East, and to California, where he met Verl Hanna.  The situation now is that 
we have one functioning branch and three contact people. 
 
Alabama Branch Report 
 
The Alabama Branch of the Clan Hannay Society currently has 19 members, 8 Life members and 11 annual 
members.  We want to welcome new Life member Luke Hannah. We are anticipating our annual gathering the 
second Saturday in June.  We will miss W C ‘Buddy’ Hannah and John Fisher, who both passed away since our 
gathering last year.  We want to thank Jacquie Hannay for making transatlantic transactions so easy. 
Alabama Branch Convenor –Patricia Hannah 
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Clan Goods 
 
I have been looking after the merchandise this year.  We have not had too many orders, which means the gathering 
is one of the main selling opportunities.  We really try to concentrate on selling the authentic tartan, which is still 
produced by D C Dalgleish.  After a financial crisis they were taken over by Scotweb recently, which will mean that 
prices will inevitably increase.  We do try other products but do not wish to make the job too complicated, as it is 
being done from home with limited space.                                                                         
Janet Hannay - Keeper of the Tartan 
 
Clan Hannay West had items produced for sale several years ago, including wine glasses, coasters, badges and  
T-shirts (some of which were being worn at the meeting).  Gigi Hanna has a large stock; if anyone is interested.   
e-mail:  ghanna69@gmail.com  
 
Newsletter 
 
The Newsletter is essential to the Clan.  David Hannah had produced the newsletter for ten years and wanted to step 
down.  Chief David produced last year’s edition as interim editor.  Janette Hannah has kindly agreed to take on the 
Newsletter.  The standard which David produced is striking, especially in comparison to other Clan newsletters.  
The main object of the newsletter is to give information about the Clan; such as; Clan goods, family trees/histories, 
obituaries, minutes of the previous year’s AGM, information about the next Gathering and any other items of 
interest submitted by Clan members.   
 
Janette asked if anyone with items they would consider of interest to the Clan to contact her; particularly 
photographs to accompany articles.  e-mail:  janettehannah@talktalk.net  Likewise, if anyone has any 
memorabilia or items of historical interest, please contact Constable David Hannah, Clan Historian.   
e-mail:  dhannah559@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Jacquie Hannay circulated all members for whom she holds email addresses, asking if they would like their 
newsletter sent via email.  This would offer considerable savings on printing and postage; at around £2.50 per copy.  
We appreciate that many members like to receive a physical copy; which is their entitlement. However, if anyone 
wishes to receive their newsletter by email, please contact Jacquie.  e-mail:  membership@clanhannay.com 
 
Election of Office Bearers and Council Members 
 
The Constitution states that Office Bearers are elected annually and members of Council serve a four year term.  
Election and re-election is conducted at the AGM. 
 
Chief David wished to stand down as Convenor to devote more time to The Sorbie Tower Restoration Project, and 
Stephen Hanna was nominated as the new Convenor; proposed by Desmond Hanna and seconded by Tommy 
Hannah.  Jacquie Hannay was nominated to take over as Secretary, which will incorporate her previous role of 
Membership Secretary.  Janette Hannah was nominated to take over as Newsletter Editor.  Stephen, Jacquie and 
Janette’s appointment were unanimously approved.  Current Officers and Council members were happy to remain in 
office, and were agreed by the meeting to be re- elected.  No other nominations were offered for Office Bearers.  
Office bearers are exoficio members of Council.   
 
Dorothea Hanna offered her resignation from Council, and Wolfgang Bergman, a new Clan member, was nominated 
for Council by Desmond Hanna and seconded by Ian Wort, and was delighted to accept.  
 
Council Members 
 
Appointed Name Due to Retire 
2009 Tommy Hanna     (Glasgow)          Peter Balderstone Hanna (Cambridge) 2013 
2010 John Hannah       (Paisley)              Frederick Hannay            (London) 2014 

2011 
Harry Hannay      (Dumfries)          Leonard Hanney              (Bingham) 
Hilda Hanney      (Bingham)           Ian Wort                   (Isle of Whithorn) 
Desmond Hanna  (Bangor NI)        Jo Hannah                          (Paisley) 
Mark Hanna         (Virginia USA)  Wolfgang Bergman           (London) 

2015 

Branch 
Convenor & 
Contacts 

Alabama – Convenor 
Patricia L Hannah 

Canada – Contact 
Maj. Gen. James Hanna 

Clan East – Contact 
Bill Haynes 

Clan West – 
Contact 
Verl Hannah 

Honorary Councillors 
Will Hanna (N. Ireland)       Mrs Evelyn McArthur (Edinburgh) 
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 Any other Clan Business 
 
• The Clan Hannay Open Day at Sorbie Tower takes place tomorrow, Sunday 29th May, between 1.30pm and 

4.00pm.  There will be models on display, tours will be undertaken by Warden Stephen Hanna and 
refreshments which have been provided by Clan members will be available to purchase.  Hopefully this will 
boost Clan funds. 
 

• Thanks were given to John and Jo Hannah from Paisley for providing an excellent lunch. 
 
•  Stephen Hanna gave his inaugural speech as the new Convenor, stating that it will be a pleasure and an 

honour to serve.  He hopes to rely on the support from the Council, as he has lots of ideas.  The main 
focuses are; re-roofing the tower and increasing our membership, as there are between 50-60 thousand 
Hannays etc worldwide.  Raising the profile of Sorbie Tower had commenced already with the re-
enactment by the ‘Sealed Knot Society’ and our first wedding at Sorbie Tower, which was an honour for 
us, and hopefully won’t be the last.  This could be an excellent opportunity for fund raising and keeping the 
Tower in the public eye. 
 

•  Looking forward to 2012, our 50th anniversary, this occasion must be capitalised on.  A possibility is a four 
or five day event, for which ideas are needed.  Some suggestions are; ‘Hanna 100’ – plaster casts of faces 
hung in the Tower, lit up, facing all directions as if looking towards the four corners of the globe.  A small 
play called ‘The Clansman’, based on our story.  ‘Timeline Sorbie’, basically our version of the Bayeux 
tapestry, with local schools each producing a small section, which has the benefit of involving the local 
community.  ‘The Rose of Sorbie’, a rose produced and named for the Clan.  Genealogy Workshops.  
History of the Machars.  The highlight of the Gathering could be a banquet held at Sorbie Tower, to really 
bring the place alive.  Anyone with ideas and volunteers please contact Stephen.  sphcb@aol.com  

 
Date of Next Council Meeting 
 
Saturday 29th October 2011 at Lockerbie. 
 
Date of Next Gathering and AGM 
 
Saturday 26th May 2012, which, as a reminder, will be the 50th anniversary. 

OFFICE BEARERS OF  
THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY 
Chief – Professor David R Hannay 
Kirkdale House, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire, 
DG8 7EA, Scotland  
 
Convenor - Stephen Hanna, Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, 
Garlieston, Wigtownshire, DG8 8BE, Scotland 
 
Vice Convenor – John Hanney, South View,  
13 Phillips Lane, Formby, Liverpool, L37 4AY, England 
 
Treasurer – Patrick Playfair, Kaimknowe Farmhouse, Kelso, 
Roxburghshire, TD5 7NX, Scotland 
 
Secretary – Mrs Jacquie Hannay,  
5, Picket Cross, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4AH, 
Scotland (e-mail  membership@clanhannay.com) 
 
Newsletter Editor –  Mrs Janette Hannah 
7 Whitehill Road, Blackburn, West Lothian, EH47 7HQ,  
Scotland Tel. 01506 656180  
(e-mail  janettehannah@talktalk.net ) 
 
Constable of Sorbie Tower / Clan Historian 
David Hannah, Tigh na Cnoc, Ardgay Hill, Ardgay, 
Sutherland, IV24 3DH, Scotland, Tel 01863 766061  
(e-mail tnc24@tiscali.co.uk) 
 

 
 
Wardens of Sorbie Tower – 
Mrs Wendy Ronan, 7 South Crescent, Garlieston, 
Wigtownshire, DG8 8BQ , Scotland 
 
Stephen Hanna, Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, 
Wigtownshire, DG8 8BE, Scotland 
 
Keeper of the Tartan / Purveyor of Clan Goods 
Mrs Janet R Hannay, Kirkdale House, Carsluith,  
Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire, DG8 7EA, Scotland 
 
Standard Bearer  Douglas Hannah, 43 Garrick Drive,  
Ailsa Gate, Stranraer, DG9 7FH, Scotland 
 
Herald – Russell Hannah (same address as Newsletter Editor) 
 
Webmasters – Frank A Lawler & Jamie Hanna 
To contact Clan Hannay by Internet/e-mail log onto the  
Official Clan Hannay Website www.clanhannay.com 
 
Clan Genealogist – Mrs Marion R Green, Barlocco,  
27, Rotchell Park, Dumfries. DG2 7RH, Scotland 
(e-mail marion_green@yahoo.com) 
 
Piper – David Hanna, 20 Ballyheel Road, Newry, Co. Down,  
BT34 5AZ, Northern Ireland 
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Talk by Peter Drummond, Conservation Architect and Fergus Sutherland, Archaeologist and Historian 
 
The Clan commissioned Peter to produce a preliminary study of Sorbie Tower; bearing in mind the objectives of 
Clan Hannay and our desire to maintain the tower and possibly restore it, so that it won’t deteriorate over the years.  
The preliminary scoping study was fairly comprehensive and reviewed the key issues: 
What is the state of the tower?                What is the educational value of the site? 
How much has been done?   How much do we know of its past? 
How do we run it?    What do we want from the tower? 
What is the potential of the site?   Is it for public presentation or for the Clan and wider visitors? 
What is the financial position?                What grant funding is available? 
 
The site has been excavated in the past, but has never been followed up.  It is a very old site, dating from around the 
12th century and abandoned in the 18th century.  The scoping study identified three elements to the site; the motte, 
the tower itself and the wood.    When the site was excavated several things were discovered, a ditch, a flying bridge 
and there was something previously on the site which dated to the medieval period. The thinking is that Sorbie is a 
Tower House and not a Defensive Castle as it appears to have been built over a period of time, and what we are 
seeing now is the final work that was done to it. There are fantastic features including massive doors, not the basic 
features to be found in a defensive castle, more what is to be found in luxurious accommodation; a civilised house.  
Unfortunately there are a lot of tower houses in Scotland, and the tower, in its current state, would not attract a lot of 
funding. The Clan will need to provide their own funding. 
 
Peter reported that a full condition survey of the tower has not been carried out, however, it is in poor condition but 
not dangerous. The best way forward is to give it a roof, to stop water penetration. Work carried out in the past is 
showing signs of deterioration; not a huge problem yet, but left unattended to it will be. Sorbie Tower has been 
identified by Historic Scotland as a castle suitable for restoration, but they have no funds available. Another option 
is the Heritage Lottery Fund, which exists for this kind of project, but it is heavily over-subscribed. The defining 
issues in securing a Heritage Lottery fund award are the heritage value of the site and public benefit. The site could 
be interpreted in a fantastic way, as it is something unique.  It has the tower house, which is A listed, the Motte hill 
is of special interest, as is the township which sits in the woods and includes remains of ditches and buildings.  It 
does not have enough public benefit to compete with more important buildings, but a number of local heritage 
interests led by the Whithorn Trust are considering a Landscape Partnership Scheme. This is a Heritage Lottery 
funded project that takes an area and seeks to obtain a large common fund for grant purposes, which will fund 
maybe 10-15 projects in the area, and because of this has collectively more public benefit. A move would be to 
improve access, interpretation and public participation at Sorbie as part of the Landscape Partnership, thus securing 
significant public investment.  We must push our project as one of the ones in the Landscape Partnership to go 
forward.  
 
Two recommendations were made; 1) The Landscape Partnership is a potential good means of support.  2) To 
restore the tower, the Clan is going to have to raise the money.  It is not possible, at this stage, to accurately to put a 
roof on the building, as more detailed surveys are necessary, but a rough estimate would be in the region of  
£400,000, plus VAT, fees etc.  Once  roofed, internal restoration could be undertaken over a number of years. 
 
The Executive Summary of the Preliminary Scoping Study is printed below. 
 
Executive Summary of Preliminary Scoping Study of Sorbie Tower 
 
Sorbie Tower, family seat of the Clan Hannay, is an imposing and substantially intact four storey tower house in the 
Machars.  Immediately to the south are the partially overgrown remains of a late medieval motte hill, whilst to the 
north amidst a forestry plantation are the footings of a small post medieval settlement. 
 
The Clan Hannay Society took possession of the tower in 1965 and over the following forty years undertook a series 
of consolidation works together with improved public access, interpretation boards, and construction of modest 
visitor facilities on site.  Recognising that the site has not reached its full interpretive potential, particularly as 
regards the use of the interior spaces, and in view of rising concerns about the cyclical nature of consolidation 
works, the Clan Hannay Society have decided to undertake a study looking at the various options available.  
 
The study identified two principal, closely linked themes: 
• Restoration of the tower in all or part in order to reduce the maintenance budget, provide a focus for the 

clan, and possibly provide letable space for functions or fundraising activities. 
• Improved access and interpretation which may include opening up of the motte and post-medieval village, 

together with new visitor facilities. 
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Restoration of the Tower 
 
Historic Scotland and Dumfries and Galloway have informally indicated that they have no objection in principle to 
restoration of the tower, ie. The rebuilding of the wallheads and roof together with reinstatement of the internal 
floors.  A detailed cost estimate will require a feasibility study, however in very broad terms the cost of restoring the 
roof might be around £400,000 plus VAT and any fees. This work would be unlikely to receive grant support from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund or Historic Scotland, given the current competitive funding climate, but could be 
supported by the Clan through a sustained fundraising campaign. 
 
Improved Access and Interpretation 
 
Sorbie Tower is a valuable local, regional and national resource, which has opportunity for improved interpretation 
exploring a number of important themes; the relationship of the three main components (motte, castle, castle-toun), 
the architecture of 17th century town houses, and the importance of the Hannays within the Machars.  Options might 
include improved signage and interpretation within the site, web-based learning resource, opening up of the motte 
and village, and improved facilities (possibly within a restored tower). 
 
This work is unlikely to be a funding priority in isolation, but could form part of a possible Landscape Partnership 
currently being explored by the Whithorn Trust.  By delivering a range of linked projects across a rural area, it 
becomes a much more attractive candidate for HLF support.  Individual projects such as Sorbie have a much greater 
opportunity for grant funding than they would have in isolation. 
 
The Way Forward 
 
It is recommended that the Clan Hannay Society now focus on two key areas: 
• A fund raising campaign to raise monies for the restoration of the tower, the first step of which would be 

securing sufficient funding for the more detailed feasibility study and securing statutory consents. 
 

• Engaging with the Landscape Partnership development process from the onset in order to support the 
development of a cross-sector project which will deliver very real benefits for the Machars and ensure that 
the Tower is included as a priority project. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Clan Hannay Society Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 26th May 2012 – AGENDA 
 

 
1 Present, Apologies and Obituaries 10 Clan Goods 
2 Approval of 2011 minutes 11 Newsletter 
3 Matters Arising 12 Overseas Reports 
4 Convenor’s Report 13 Nominations 
5 Secretary’s Report 14 Election of Office Bearers and Council 
6 Treasurer’s Report 15 Any Other Clan Business 
7 Constable’s Report 16 Date of next Council Meeting 
8 Webmasters’ Report 17 Date of next AGM and Gathering 
9 Sorbie Tower 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM 
 

CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CLAN GATHERING 
Saturday 26th May 2012 Garlieston Village Hall & Sorbie Tower, Galloway 

In 2012 we celebrate our 50th anniversary of  the first Annual General Meeting of The Clan Society, with an 
extended gathering as indicated below. 
The Creebridge Hotel is offering a special rate for Clan members of £45 b & b per person per night, if booked 
directly with the hotel before April 27th.  Tel:- 01671 402121; e-mail info@creebridge.co.uk  
Other accommodation details available from www.visitscotland.com/shop/accommodation  

Thursday 24th May. Tour of the Machars during the day. Cost to be confirmed – Please tick if interested  ! 
Welcome by Chief & Reception at Creebridge Hotel 1800 – 2000hrs. 
Friday 25th Visit to Northern Ireland and The Giant’s Causeway.  
Cost to be confirmed                                                                                            – Please tick if interested  ! 
Saturday 26th AGM Garlieston Village Hall 1100. Buffet lunch 1300. Clan Gathering at Sorbie Tower 1500.  
Dinner Dance at Creebridge  1900. 
Sunday 27th Hog Roast and Ceilidh at Tower 1230. (Members are encouraged to participate in the ceilidh by 
singing, playing, reciting etc). Any donations for the fundraising auction/raffle would be appreciated. 
Costs are in Pounds Sterling only 

Chief’s Reception, Creebridge Hotel  £7.00 x                  =  £ 

Buffet Lunch at Village Hall £7.00 x                  =  £ 

Saturday Dinner Dance £22.00 x                =  £ 

Sunday Hog Roast/Ceilidh at Sorbie Tower  £12.00 x                =  £ 

Donation to Clan Hannay Society £…….                   =  £ 

TOTAL £………………. 

Bookings must be accompanied by payment in pounds sterling with cheques made out to: 
The Clan Hannay Society and sent to: 

 The Secretary, Mrs Jacquie Hannay, 5, Picket Cross, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4AH, Scotland 
 

For those in North America, payment can be made in dollar cheques/bank drafts/money orders made out to: 
The Clan Hannay Society and sent to: 

Jamie Hanna, 73 Glen Ashton Drive, Oakville, Ontario, L6H 7A1, Canada   
 

Please return by 14th May  2012, with full names and addresses of all those attending. 
 

(please note that confirmation that payment has been made must accompany the booking form) 

 

Name (s) of those attending Address 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone Number Post/ZIP Code 

  

E-mail address  
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Price List and Description of Items for Sale – 2012 (All prices include postage & packing) 
 

 
AUTHENTIC CLAN HANNAY GOODS 

 

UK 
only £ 

Europe & 
Overseas £ 

1 Tartan Material 54” wide, heavy weight, for heavier kilts, (per yard) 38.00 40.50 

2 Tartan Material 54” wide, medium weight, suitable for kilts, skirts or jackets, 
(per yard) 38.00 40.50 

3 Tartan Ties 3” wide in Hannay tartan, fully lined 13.50 14.40 

4 Crest Ties In plain lined polyester, choice of burgundy or navy with 
Clan Crest 13.50 14.40 

5 Ladies Sashes 11” by 90” light weight wool –TO ORDER 27.00 29.00 

6 Scarf 9” by 57” light weight wool 18.00 20.00 

7 Travel Rugs 54” by 72” in a soft thick woollen tartan material with a 
deep fringe 50.00 55.00 

8 Wall Plaque 
Mahogany shield approx 7” by 8” with Clan Crest and 
Motto, Name Tabs available Hannay, Hanna, Hannah, 
Hanney versions, mounted on tartan 

42.00 45.00 

9 Cufflinks Cufflinks with crest in blue and silver enamel 17.50 18.50 

10 Silver Brooches 1” diameter, in the form of the traditional Clan Crest 37.00 39.00 

11 Cap Badges 1.5” diameter, in polished metal suitable for Balmoral or 
Glengarry cap, style as for Brooch 13.00 14.00 

12 Coloured Prints Colour photographs of the Grant of Arms to the Society. 
10” by 8” 5.50 6.00 

13 Coloured Prints Colour photographs of the Badge of the Society as shown in 
the Grant of Arms. 5” by 8” 3.00 3.50 

14 Coloured Prints Print of painting of Sorbie Tower by Sheila Hannah.  
15” by 12” 12.00 13.00 

15 Letter Cards Ten letter cards from a water colour of Sorbie Tower 6.00 6.50 

16 
‘The Hannays of 
Sorbie’ by Stewart 
Francis 

The 3rd paperback edition of this book is a definitive work 
on the origins and history of the family and of the many 
branches (Scottish and Overseas) descended from Sorbie. 

18.00 22.00 

17 Lapel Badges Small crest in blue and silver enamel, for tie or lapel pin   4.00 4.50 

18 Sorbie Tower Model of Sorbie Tower, Resin Casting, Size in millimetres 
incl. base.  L=4.5” x W=4.5” x H=4.5”.  30.00 38.00 

19 Clan DVD 

History of Clan Hannay Society and Sorbie Tower 
(please specify which format when you order  - The two 
formats are PAL for UK, Europe and Australia; and NTSC 
for USA and Canada) 

25.50 26.50 

 
 

The order form must be returned with sterling cheques/money orders, in pounds sterling, payable to 
‘The Clan Hannay Society’, and sent to: 

the Purveyor of Clan Goods 
Mrs Janet Hannay 
Kirkdale, Carsluith 

Wigtownshire DG8 7EA SCOTLAND 
 e-mail  jmrhannay@gmail.com  

 
Carol Churchman, Kiltmaker at Galloway Kilts, The Kiosk, Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2RH, 
now makes kilts using authentic Hannay Tartan.  
Tel 01557 840048 e-mail:gallowaykilts@gmail.com 
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CLAN GOODS ORDER FORM 2012 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
 
Post/ZIP Code 
 
Country 

Clan Number 
 
Date of Order 
 
Telephone Number 
 
e-mail 

Item Quantity Value (£) 
1 Tartan Material   
2 Tartan Material   
3 Tartan Ties   
4 Crest Ties   
5 Ladies Sashes (wool)   
6 Scarf   
7 Travel Rugs   
8 Wall Plaque   
9 Cufflinks   
10 Silver Brooches   
11 Cap Badges   
12 Coloured Prints   
13 Coloured Prints   
14 Coloured Prints   
15 Letter Cards   
16 ‘The Hannays of Sorbie’ by Stewart Francis   
17 Lapel Badges   
18 Sorbie Tower   
19 Clan DVD (Format PAL or NTSC)   
   Total Amount = 

 
 

NOMINATION of Clan Member for election to Clan Council at the Annual General Meeting 2012 
I (name)………………………. Membership Number…….. Hereby nominate (name)……………………………. 

 
Membership Number ………… For election to the Clan Council at the next Annual General Meeting for the following 

reasons:-  
 

(e.g. has been an active Clan Member for  ……years, has raised funds for the Sorbie Tower Conservation Projects, has 
experience of committee work, specialist knowledge which will help with the work of the Clan Hannay Society). 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………… 

 

 



 16 
  

 

 
HELP US TO RESTORE SORBIE TOWER 

 
Sorbie Tower is now on Historic Scotland’s list of of properties suitable for restoration. 
 
We have over 500 members world wide, and as Convenor of Clan Hannay I am encouraging each of you to donate 
just £50 towards the restoration and re-roofing of Sorbie Tower. 
 
!"#$%&'()"*+,(-'+,".++/"0(#".%%,"$12&0(#%*"(,*"(,3+,%"4+',',5"6%"',"*+,(-',5"-+"-0%"71,*"8'))"0(9%"-0%'2",(6%"
82'--%,"',"-0%".++/"(,*"("#$%&'()"&%2-'7'&(-%"#%,-"-+"-0%6"-+"6(2/"-0%'2"*+,(-'+,"(,*"-0%'2"$(2-"',"-0%"2%#-+2(-'+,"+7"
+12":)(,"#%(-;"<+2.'%"=+8%2>" <-%$0%,"?(,,("@:+,9%,+2A"
  
Send donations to:  
Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund 
c/o Stephen Hanna 
Convenor of Clan Hannay Society 
Bayview 
4 Culderry Row 
Garlieston 
Wigtownshire 
DG8 8BE 
 

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership, or if you are already a member to enrol 
someone else as a gift.   
 
 Membership costs 
 
  1) Life Membership - £150.               Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members 
      Life membership should be submitted in pounds sterling, by cheque or money order, made out to: 
      The Clan Hannay Society and sent with this completed form to: 
      The Secretary, Mrs Jacquie Hannay, 5 Picket Cross, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4AH, Scotland 
 
     Applicants in North America can pay in US or Canadian Dollars by sending bank drafts, cheques or money                
     orders made out to The Clan Hannay Society at the current exchange rate to: 
     Jamie Hanna, 73 Glen Ashton Drive, Oakville, Ontario, L6H 7A1, Canada 
 
   2) Annual Membership - £25.          Annual membership should be submitted as above. 
       Applicants in the UK applying for annual membership will be sent a standing order form for future     
       subscriptions. 
 
Full Name Address 

 
 
Post/ZIP Code 
Country 
Tel/FAX                                                      E-mail 

Please indicate selection by  Ticking the box 
I enclose my application for membership to the Clan Hannay Society with payment of 
£……… 

 

Payment of $………… has been sent c/o Jamie Hanna  
Please find attached a donation of £/$………. to: Sorbie Tower Conservation Project Fund  
Please find attached a donation of £/$………  to: The Clan Hannay Society & Donald Hannah  
                             Memorial Trust 

 

Please find attached a donation of £/$……… .to: The Clan Hannay Society  
(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details) 

If your family name is not Hanna, Hannah, Hannay, Hanney please clarify your connections, e.g. by marriage or lineage). 
If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form.  You can also send it to family, relatives or 
Hanna/Hannah/Hannay/Hanney(s) in your local phone book, to help with recruitment. 
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George Hanney (26/04/1840 – 03/02/1908) 
 
George Hanney was born in Somerset. He was the son of James Hanney and Hannah Hapgood. His father was the 
conductor of the Hanney Family Band (also known as the 1st Glamorgan Garrison Artillery Band) and on James’ 
retirement in 1873, George took up the baton. The band went on to great success, winning chief prize at the 
Eisteddfod in Swansea in 1877 and also two ‘Firsts’. In the Abergavenny Eisteddfod they were awarded first prize 
by Brinley Richards, famous Welsh musician and composer of “God Bless the Prince of Wales”. He commented on 
their performance as being “Magnificent – not thought possible by an amateur band.” 
 
Some years later the 1st Glamorgan Artillery Volunteers (GAV) were formed. The entire 15 strong Hanney Family 
Band joined and became the brigade band of the regiment. They went on to win 17 medals – one being a gold at 
Belle Vue, Manchester. This was the only occasion on which all six brothers (George, James, William, Charles, 
Frank and Tom) played together. One of them being home from America at the time. 
 
Sadly, George collapsed on stage during a performance at the Grand Theatre, Swansea and died later that day aged 
67. On the day of his funeral all shops and schools were closed as a mark of respect and the streets were lined with 
people as his coffin was carried on a Military Gun Carriage draped with a Union Flag. Four bands were in 
attendance to play him from his home to Llansamlet Cemetery.  
 

 
 

 
Sophie Hannay goes to the Congo 
 
Sophie Hannay, (aged 23 years, a clan member, and descendant of the Hannays of Drumaston), visited the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo for 3 months in April 2011 in order to complete her Masters Degree in Primate 
Conservation.  She was studying the feeding behaviours of Bonobos, a species of chimpanzee, and spent most of her 
time in one of the remotest and poorest areas of the DRC.  She survived on a diet of rice and beans, lived in a mud 
hut, and had to deal with dangerous insects and snakes! She witnessed the hardships of those living in such an area; 
all of which was part of an experience she will never forget.    
 
James Hanney 
 
James is one of our younger members and is the grandson of John Hanney of Formby. His school, Castlemorton 
Primary, has been working on a wildflower meadow and was delighted to receive assistance from Prince Charles, 
who replied to a letter from the children offering useful information and suggesting visits to local meadows. 
 
London Clan Group 
 
A group of Clan members and those interested in hearing more about the Clan has been formed for those living in 
the London area, and a meeting is planned for December.  If you would like to join the group, or hear more about it, 
please contact Frederick Hannay – fhannay@aol.com 
 
Dr Will Hanna 
 
Some time ago our Clan Chief asked Dr Will Hanna of Belfast to send information regarding his wife, Pat’s, family. 
Pat’s grandfather has a Galloway connection having been a doctor in Wigtown for some time. 
 
The story starts with Pat’s great grandfather, Dr Joseph Molyneaux Hunter. Dr Hunter qualified as a doctor in 
Edinburgh and subsequently worked as a ships’ surgeon. In January 1869 he was married in Belfast and the 
following month was ordained by the Presbytery of Belfast as a ruling elder. Mr Hugh Waddell was ordained at the 
same time as minister and together they were assigned to work as missionaries in Manchuria in the North Eastern 
region of China. 
 
Dr Hunter’s son, John Arnold Hunter, was born in October 1870. Sadly Mrs Hunter’s heath failed and she died 
following an acute throat infection shortly after the birth of the baby. In May 1871 Mr Waddell had to return to 
Ireland, due to ill health, and took the baby back to Belfast. 
 
 
 

George Hanney married Sarah A 
Plaister 
Children: Albert, Frederick G D, 
Edward, William J, Samuel, Jonathan 
and Mary E. 
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Dr Hunter continued to work in China for a further 15 years until, in 1884; he was persuaded to sail for Ireland. 
Unfortunately he died on board and was buried at sea. 
 
John Arnold Hunter was brought up in Belfast and attended day school there. He followed in his father’s footsteps 
graduating in medicine at Edinburgh University. He set up a general practice in Beechwood in the Parish of 
Wigtown. In July 1897 Dr Hunter married Deborah Leitch whose father was Minister in the Parish Church of 
Helensburgh. Five years later, Dr Hunter became profoundly deaf and was unable to continue practicing medicine. 
The couple then moved to Belfast. 
 
Will’s mother’s family name was Blair and the family lived in the same terrace of houses on the Stranmillis Road as 
Dr Arnold and his family. One of his daughters (Deborah) had trained as a nurse and was matron in the Irish 
Presbyterian Mission in Anand, India, where Will and his wife Pat worked before the birth of their son David who is 
handicapped. 
 
After Pat made the diagnosis of their son’s condition, Will contacted his old tutor who was by this time Professor of 
Surgery at Great Ormond Street, London. After many operations and though registered blind, with tunnel vision, 
David has a job in the Civil Service. He enjoys travelling with his peers and will celebrate his 50th birthday this year 
in Belfast with his immediate family and nephews and nieces. 
   
Report  from Stephen Hanna 
 
Manus O'Cahan’s Regiment of the Sealed Knot chose our very own Sorbie Tower to hold their annual training event 
on the weekend of 16th/17th April.  Visitors saw authentic food being cooked on the camp fire and were able to don 
period dress, including armour. and enjoy weapons training re-enactment.  We hope to repeat the event next year. 
 
As reported at the gathering at the end of May, the first ever recorded wedding took place at the Tower on the 6th. 
Colin and Pauline Millar tied the knot during a humanist service held in the great hall.  The Clan Chief piped them 
into the Tower.  I thanked them for their very generous donation to the Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund.  The Tower 
is available for future weddings, contact the Clan Chief or Stephen Hanna. 
 
On 29th May 2011 we had around 150 visitors to the Tower during the Open Day.  The weather was lovely and 
made for a wonderful day.  Refreshments were sold including tea/coffee and cakes.  Stephen gave tours of the tower. 
Lynn Hannay organised a drawing competition for children and adults with the Tower being the focus.  Thanks to 
Lynn for organising and providing the prizes. 
 
During August we had made and fitted window grills on all the ground floor windows. The grills improve the air 
flow to the lower floor and inner walls.  I designed the grills, which, with the help of Robin my next door neighbour 
and my nephew Matthew, are now fitted in position.  Thanks also to Gordon for the welding and supply of steel at 
cost, very good value at £300. 
 
To mark the 50th Anniversary of the Society we are hoping to restore one of the windows in the Great Hall.  This 
will hopefully act as a catalyst for further work.  One window at a time! 
 
We send our condolences to Mrs Dawson and her family on the death of David Dawson of Port William, who 
donated blocks of sandstone to help with our restoration. 
 
Raising the profile of the Clan, its activities and the work being done to restore the Old Place, will help us with grant 
applications and fund-raising in general.  Showing not only our Clan Members but also the general public the many 
uses for our great 'Sorbie Tower'. 
   

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Donations, Gifts, Legacies and Bequests – Legacies play an increasingly important role in our funding. ‘Clan Hannay Society’, 
‘Sorbie Tower Conservation Project’ and ‘The Clan Hannay & Donald Hannah Memorial Trust’ will be pleased that you 
remembered them in your Will.   Gifts you leave will be used solely in accordance with your wishes. 
 
How to leave Clan Hannay Society/Sorbie Tower/ Donald Hannah Memorial Trust a gift in your will 
If you are considering including any of the above in your will, please note the following. You and your attorney/solicitor can decide 
which best suits your individual circumstances. Your intentions must be written down and your signature witnessed to ensure that 
your wishes are carried out.  Inquiries regarding bequests should be directed to the: Clan Chief - David R Hannay.   
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Bette Hannah, late wife of Alex                                    Sophie Hannay in the Congo (see article p. 17) 
 
 

             
 
James Hanney, Grandson of John Hanney      The sun shines on Sorbie Tower Open Day (photo F Hannay) 
@#%%"(2-'&)%"$>"BCA"""""""""
 
 
 
           
 
                           
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Fundraising Opportunity:  
 
If you would like to have the opportunity of donating to the Clan 
Funds, have a look at www.easyfundraising.org.uk. It couldn’t be 
simpler – type in the name as above and enter Clan Hannay in the 
browser. You can then sign up to use the site to raise funds for the 
Clan while you shop online. You can also check on how much has 
been raised using the facility.  Just have a look and see how easy it 
is and to see which online stores are participating. 
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The Sealed Knot Recruitment Day at Sorbie Tower
 

                         

 
Members with historical material  
are encouraged to contact David Hannah, 
the Clan Historian. tnc24@tiscali.co.uk  
 
 
Stephen Hanna, Convenor and one of the 
Tower Wardens, has the Burial records for 
Wigtownshire for the past 250 or so years. 
sphcb@aol.com  
 
 
Dr. R. Keith Hanna has published a book  
‘Hanna of the Close’- a history of an  
Ulster-Scots family  from Kilkeel, County 
Down, Northern Ireland.  
Copies are available from the author at 
postmaster@kdehannaithe.plus.com  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hannay owned Cottage for rent in Garlieston, only a short distance from  
Sorbie Tower. 
For details, please visit www.scottish-country-cottages.co.uk                  cottage reference: SRRF 
 
   
 
Hanna’s Close- Eight holiday cottages in historic settlement in the Mountains of Mourne, Northern Ireland. 
Tel: 12841 765999, or e-mail:  mourne.cottages@dnet.co.uk  
 
Self Catering Holiday Opportunity in Galloway – Book now for the 2012 Clan Gathering 
Two 3 bedroom cottages and one 3 bedroom apartment at Kirkdale House, overlooking the sea, are now available for holidays  
on the Kirkdale Estate, home to the Hannay family for the past 500 years.  
For more information please call: 01557 840273, or go to www.kirkdaleestate.co.uk 

Are you looking for a unique and 
beautiful venue for a wedding? Sorbie 
Tower is available. 

 
 

For further information contact our 
Clan Convenor, Stephen, who lives 
locally and will be glad to assist you.

 
 

He can be contacted by e-mail on  
sphcb@aol.com, or mobile number 
07785544065

 


