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Message from the Clan Chief

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the
donation of Sorbie Tower to the Clan Hannay
Society. The tower and grounds act as a
focus for those with the family names and
their descendants who originated from
Galloway and have spread across the world.
To celebrate the occasion we held a successful
extended gathering in May.
In July a reception was held in the House of
Lords, to launch an international appeal for the
restoration of the Sorbie Tower in order to
provide holiday accommodation. This would
ensure the future of the tower by providing an
income for its maintenance, but for this to
succeed we need your support.
David R Hannay, Clan Chief
Photo credits from top left, first four from editor’s archives. Top right, Sean Hannah, Centre, Rachel Persson. Bottom right, Sean Hannah.

The Clan Hannay Society – The objects for which the Society was formed are:
 To promote and strengthen a mutual interest and fellowship throughout the world between all persons
bearing the Family Name of Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney and their relatives.
 To preserve for all time as a Clan possession Sorbie Tower and grounds, the ancient stronghold
of the Clan in Galloway.
 To collect and preserve records, relics and traditions of the Clan for mutual benefit.

Starting top left, the marquee ready for the AGM
and below that a selection of ScotCLANS goods.
(Photo, Rodger Moﬀet, ScotCLANS). Top right
Frank Lawler, Kathryn Dore and Sky Dore-Hall at
the start of their trip. Immediate right, Barholm
Castle with a panorama of the inside below.
(Photos, Frank Lawler).
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CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 30 May 2015
11.00am Sorbie Tower
Welcome
Chief David welcomed all, especially the members from overseas.
Convenor, Stephen Hanna, welcomed everyone present at this special anniversary meeting, which
celebrates fifty years of the Clan owning Sorbie Tower.
Present, Apologies and Obituaries
1.

Present:
David Hannah, Sutherland, Scotland
Harry and Jacquie Hannay, Dumfries, Scotland
David, Heather & Charlotte Hanna, County Down, Northern Ireland
Frederick and Lynn Hannay, Garlieston, Scotland
Douglas Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland
Ian & Wendy Hanney, Nottingham, England
John & Jo Hannah, Paisley, Scotland
Wolfgang, Gill & Helena Bergman, London, England
Keith Hannay & Margaret Anderson, Edinburgh, Scotland
Michael & Marion Green, Dumfries, Scotland
Jack, Sindy & Peggy Hanna, Pennsylvania, USA
Michael Larson, Accompanying Ren Hanami
Grant & Margit Lee, Inverness-Shire, Scotland
Peter and Hilda Heuer, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany
Katina, Alexander & Clarissa Lee, Inverness-Shire, Scotland
Kirsten Smith, Portpatrick, Scotland
James & Caroline Hannah, Ratagan, Scotland
Kathryn Doré & Skye Dore-Hall, British Columbia, Canada
Roland Bergman, West Virginia, USA
James & Ruth Hanney, Worcestershire, England
Larry & Martha Trulock, California, USA
Racie Hanna-Corlett & Phil Corlett, Lancashire, England
Rodger & Amanda Moffet, representing ScotCLANS

David & Janet Hannay, Carsluith, Scotland
Stephen & Chris Hanna, Garlieston, Scotland
Wendy Ronan, Garlieston, Scotland
Frank Lawler, Seattle, USA
Tommy & Sandra Hanna, Glasgow, Scotland
Len & Hilda Hanney, Nottingham, England
Patti Hanna, Alabama, USA
Frederick Hanna 111, Texas, USA
Gerard Hanney, Luxembourg
Sean Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland
Ren Hanami, California, USA
Colin MacKay, Accompanying Ren Hanami
Dave Hanna, Illinois, USA
Norm & Jane Hanna, Amstelveen, N Holland
John Bassett, Surrey, England
Brian Grahame, Portpatrick, Scotland
Randall Smith, California, USA
Sophie Hannay & James Hobday, London, England
Barbara Hannay Bergman, West Virginia, USA Peter,
Ann Ward, Worcestershire, England
Graeme & Irene Shinwell, Bo’ness, Scotland
Rob Hannah & Penny Varnam, Hampshire, England

Apologies
Rev. Robert Hanna, County Antrim, Northern Ireland
Russell and Janette Hannah, West Lothian, Scotland
Rev Desmond Hanna, County Down, Northern Ireland
Josh Hanna, County Down, Northern Ireland
Ian and Ellen Wort, County Down, Northern Ireland

Tom and Lily Dougan, Glasgow
Keith Hanna, Cardiff, Wales
Jamie Hanna, Ontario, Canada
Susan Napier, Edinburgh, Scotland

Obituaries
28L.
395 L.
491 L
595 L.
732 L.
763 L.
792 L.
823 FL.
919 L.
966 L.
978 FL.
1304 L.

Mrs Evelyn McArthur
LT/CMR J. Langford Hanna RAN (RTD)
Mr Richard Harold Hannah
Jonathon Alworth - Haestie
Mrs Mary Jean Trommetter Wickert Hall
Mr John Victor Hannah
Mr John P Hanna
Mr Ralph L Hanna
Mr William W Hanna
Mr Douglas W Hannah
Mr Frederic Hannah Jnr
JoAnn Alvis Gust

Edinburgh
Albany
Manitoba
Folschviller
West Virginia
North Carolina,
North Carolina
Colorado
Bath
Auchterarder
Texas
Florida

Scotland
West Australia
Canada
France
USA
USA
USA
USA
England
Scotland
USA
USA
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2.

Approval of 2014 Minutes

The minutes were approved by Constable David Hannah and seconded by Frederick Hannay.
3.

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
4.

Convenor’s Report

We have improved the level of facilities on site over the past few months; the electricity is now connected, drainage has been put in
place in the lawn; along with the installation of a 3,000 Litre holding tank, the car park has been cleared, extended and
reconstituted tarmac chippings laid.
The toilet block was part of the proposed improvements, but unfortunately we did not have time to install this in readiness for the
Gathering. The project for 2015-2016 will be to have the toilet block and shower facilities completed.

The extended Gathering this year was made possible because of an application we made to Events Scotland, who awarded us
£2,800, which covered the hire of the marquee and some of the cost of hiring the temporary toilets. As a condition for the grant, we
need to complete a report after the event, to back up this funding. For this purpose we have produced a questionnaire asking for
opinions on various aspects of your visit to Scotland. We also needed to encourage local people, non-members of Clan Hannay, to
share our facility and join us for the events.
The events scheduled for this gathering have been well supported:
Day One - on Wednesday, began with 13 intrepid riders taking part in a 15 mile cycle race. In the evening a Bingo Night, run by
Machars Lions Club, which raised £450.
Day Two - welcomed local school groups, involving between 60 and 70 children. These groups were run by Lynn Hannay and
her team. Simultaneously, a History Tour took place to Barholm Castle, a restored tower house similar to Sorbie Tower in size.
We were welcomed by John and Janet Brennan, who gave us an interesting tour. In the evening we hosted History Talks, with
guest speakers Tom McCreff, John Brennan and Chief David. This evening raised around £95.
Day Three - commenced on Friday morning with a boat race at Garlieston Harbour. During the afternoon Constable David led
a guided motorcade tour of the Machars. In the evening the Galloway Supper Club gave us a ‘fine dining experience’, which
was attended by 30 people,
Day Four - Clan AGM and Gathering at Sorbie Tower followed by the Annual Dinner, Ceilidh and Dancing.
Day Five - Picnic and sports at the Tower.
The coming year will be an exciting one for the Clan, commencing with the Sorbie Tower fund raising event at the House of Lords
in July.
We have received a donation of £500 from the Machars Historical Society. During the year Hope Anderson brought a tour to
Sorbie, which raised £1,000 and the Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian Society also visited. This year we are receiving
more and more enquiries for weddings and venue hire.
A reminder - If you want to make a donation to the Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund, and if it is for £50 or more, this entitles you to
receive a certificate and have your name entered in the Special Donations Book. To date we have around 75 entries. When the
Tower is restored, this is where the book will be kept. At this point, Patti Hanna passed a cheque for £50 from the Alabama branch.
Stephen gave thanks to the team with whom he has been working.
Stephen Hanna, Convenor
5.

Secretary’s Report

A big thank you to those members who included a donation to general Clan Funds and the Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund, when
paying for their AGM tickets. We have received for: Clan Funds = £ 57.50 Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund = £ 238.84
A mention again for a fund raising opportunity for the Clan, which unfortunately is only currently available for members in the
United Kingdom. When shopping online with retailers such as; Amazon, E-bay, Viking, and many others, if you register with
‘easyfundraising’, you could be making a donation to The Clan Hannay Society. These donations vary between 2% and 12%,
depending on the retailer and the donation amount being offered on the day of shopping. The total raised to date is £81.22. We
could make this so much more, with many more of our UK members shopping on line. Please consider registering for this site.

4

4

Membership
We have had 26 new memberships this year to date.
Our overall membership since the last AGM is 40. Our total membership now stands at 549.
The breakdown of new members since the last AGM :
COUNTRY

NUMBER

LIFE

ANNUAL

Canada

1

1

England

3

3

Netherlands

1

1

Scotland

2

2

South Africa

2

2

USA

31

17

14

TOTAL

40

21

19

Total Membership breakdown by Country :
Australia

43

Iceland

2

Scotland

64

Belgium

1

Ireland

6

Singapore

1

Cambodia

1

Isle of Man

2

South Africa

3

Canada

35

Luxemburg

2

Sweden

1

Costa Rica

1

Netherlands

1

USA

248

England

101

New Zealand

13

Wales

2

France

1

Northern Ireland

15

Germany

1

Norway

5

Total Membership breakdown by Life / Annual / Honorary
Life

514

Annual

34

Honorary

1

Jacquie Hannay, Secretary
6.

Treasurer’s Report - FOR THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2015

In summary our bank balance has reduced over the year to 31 March 2015 by £8,573 to £6,793 largely due to significant outgoings
in connection with the Sorbie Tower project, of which more later. There continues to be an increase in the number of transactions
settled by PayPal, notably Membership and Donations. Donations specifically for the Tower are credited to the Tower Restoration
account but if no indication is given they go into general Society funds. Members who wish to contribute to the Tower should
please make this clear at the time of payment. Donations were £1,114 for the Tower and £1,175 for general contributions, both
well ahead of last year’s figures. Sales of goods have declined as the number of items offered has been reduced; some of the
goods that are still held in Clan stock have been down-valued for accounting purposes to reflect their likely realisable value. We
do, however, have a new arrangement whereby we receive a commission of 5% on sales of Clan related goods sold via the
independent ScotCLANS online store using the code HANNAY14. A link and details can be found on the Clan Hannay website.
In February 2015 the first major expenditure was incurred for improvements at Sorbie Tower, with £8,269 paid for the provision of
an electricity supply and related works and which has been shown under Maintenance in the accounts. The cost of the business
plan for the Tower and the setting up of the entity that will own it and deal with the proposed restoration was a further £2,900. If we
add back these exceptional items there has been a satisfactory increase in funds from our normal activities over the year of
£2,597. As the Tower project progresses we will be able to clearly separate those costs from the everyday activities of the Society.
As ever, general contributions to our overheads such as printing the Newsletter, stationery etc remain important and are most
welcome.
2015/16 looks like being an interesting year and I look forward to reporting progress from the Treasurer’s perspective at the next
AGM.
Keith Hannay, Treasurer
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CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
Accounts for year to 31 March
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

2015

2014

Goods purchased

£300

£1,147

39

228

1,212

1,036

710

569

2014 Gathering

1,353

1,154

348

2015 Gathering

-

-

539

303

Council meetings

548

287

Sorbie Tower Cons. Fund

1,114

602

to Sorbie Tower Cons. Fund

855

4,306

Donations, general

1,175

304

SorbieTower maintenance

9,971

1,065

From NA a/c, prev years

-

8,500

Sorbie Tower Charity set up

2,900

-

D Hannah Memorial Fund

-

20

71

146

Closing cash balance

189

1

Closing bank balance

6,793

15,365

£24,941

£25,305

2015

2014

Opening bank balance

£15,365

£8,201

Opening cash balance

1

237

835

2,118

Secretary's expenses

Membership

3,290

3,437

Printing & miscellaneous

2014 Gathering

1,967

1,235

2015 Gathering

655

Council meetings

Sale of goods

£24,941

Goods expenses

Water rates

£25,305
2015

2014

Bank Account

£6,793

£15,365

Cash Account

189

1

Goods at Cost

2,887

4,284

£9,869

£19,650

2,002

1,157

748

6,871

£12,619

£27,678

CLAN ASSETS

North American Account

CDN 3,764

Sorbie Tower Conservation Project Account

CLAN DEBTS
Due to Sorbie Tower Conservation Project
Due to D Hannah Memorial Fund
CLAN NET ASSETS

(289)
-

(20)

£12,330

£27,698

£1

£237

1,400

800

£1,401

£1,037

(1,212)

(1,036)

£189

£1

SECRETARY'S CASH ACCOUNT
Brought forward 1 April
Drawn from funds in the year

Postage, printing etc.
Balance carried forward at 31 March
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7.

Constable’s Report

Big Changes from last year but this report, like many of the previous, says thank you to a very small group of people – David
Hannay (The Chief), Wendy & Stephen (also Convenor), the Tower Wardens and Kevin Boyce (grounds maintenance contractor).
Also, thank you to visitors and Clan Members for their continuing financial and moral support without which this job would be
meaningless. Once again we have survived another year relatively vandal free, thanks to Wendy’s ever watchful presence.
On my last maintenance visit earlier this month, the Tower and grounds looked as though they were struggling hard to recover from
the major works of draining the lawn, the trenches dug for the electricity supply and the clearance of the section of old railway line
for the extended car park. Still, we are very grateful for the blue of the periwinkle and early bluebells making it evident where that
colour for our Hannay Tartan comes from.
Visitor numbers grow steadily and I have now recorded over 3,900 since we started the ‘post box’ on the new shed in 2000. We
continue to average around 17% of our visitors having ‘Hannay’ connections and we really appreciate the donations some visitors
give and send.
My one disappointment is that other Clan Member support is low, despite requests in the newsletter, and this makes the jobs more
of a chore for Constable and Wardens.
I’ll be back to clean up during the first week of November 2 to 6 this year, after the next Clan Council meeting, and the dates for
2016 are April 11 to 15, May 9 to13 – if you would like to help out then, or at any other time, let me know and I’ll be pleased to give
you a work programme. (dhannah559@hotmail.co.uk)

Webmasters’ Report

8.

Yours in kinship - David Hannah
Constable of Sorbie Tower

Clan Hannay Internet Committee Report – 2015 Clan Gathering
The Clan Hannay Society has the following online resources:





Our Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/161140999231/
or go to Facebook.com and search for ‘Clan Hannay Society’).
Our Facebook Official Page (https://www.facebook.com/ClanHannay)
The clanhannay.com website
The Clan Hannay shop on Scotclans.com
- http://www.Scotclans.com/scottish_clans/clan_hannay/shop/

Facebook
We now stand at 977 members in our Clan Hannay Society Facebook Group, a 17% increase over May 2014. Let’s see if we can
break 1,000 by mid-year! We encourage clan members who are not members of the Facebook group to join so that their
presence is felt among potential members visiting Facebook.
ClanHannay.com website
The clanhannay.com website remains our primary official web presence, where members can download current and past
newsletters, order clan goods and pay membership dues. It is also where new members can apply to join. Some changes have
occurred, however. Clan Hannay goods have transitioned to the Clan Hannay store on the ScotCLANS website (see details
below), so the actual inventory displayed on the clanhannay.com store will not be replenished when depleted. Links to the new
store on ScotCLANS are provided from clanhannay.com.
As many of you have noticed, we have had some serious problems with the website, due to a significant degradation in
performance by dreamhost.com, our hosting company, as well as a growing frustration with the content management software
platform (Concrete5.6), whose manufacturer has apparently decided to abandon, leaving us and all the other sites using it in the
lurch (their website says on their home page, “There is no upgrade path from 5.6.x to 5.7.x, you'll have to migrate content
manually”).
This seems to be a red flag in terms of the longevity of this solution. If we’re going to have to rebuild the whole site from scratch
every time they have a substantial upgrade, we should be looking elsewhere for our online service. Fortunately, Microsoft,
Amazon, Google and others now provide ‘cloud’ services which have much higher reliability and performance for deploying a
website. I have been researching some options for us, but since we’ll need to move all of our material by hand, I’ll need help.
Our biggest concern is finding something that doesn’t lock us into a dead-end solution that requires us to rewrite and/or move
everything again in a couple of years. If you have web application experience, especially familiarity with the major content
management systems, like Wordpress, Drupal, Joomla, etc… please let me know at franklaw@frostymoose.com!
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Our peak number of pages viewed tends to be reached in October and again in February. The highest number of visitors occurred
in March, though overall the numbers have remained fairly steady on average. Total visits a year ago for this month are almost
identical to their current levels. The average time spent on the website on any visit is 6 minutes. The average visitor
views 3.4 pages. 40% of our users are return visitors.
Top Five Pages
The most popular two pages, not surprisingly, are the home page, followed by the login page.
Of greater interest are the next in line:
3rd: Clan Shop
4th: How To Join 5th: Family History
YouTube Live Streaming
Last Gathering (May 2014), we had a successful streaming of the Gathering LIVE on YouTube. You can see the archive of the
video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rMfml6EC1s
Unfortunately, with the gathering taking place at Sorbie itself, there will be no access to high speed internet, though we will try to
provide some sort of update with the limited means we have available. It will be unlikely to be live, however.
ScotCLANS and the Clan Store
One of the more exciting changes this year to our online presence has been the addition of our shopping partner ScotCLANS.
ScotCLANS provides ordering, stocking and fulfilment for the wares of many clans. By directing our clan shop traffic to the Clan
Hannay store on their site, we can relieve our Keeper of the Tartan by reducing the number of items available only to Clan
members. Janet has put a lot of effort into selecting, storing, tracking and shipping inventory to clan members, much of which
can now be done by ScotCLANS.
Other benefits:
 ScotCLANS has a much wider range of products than we would ever be able to stock on our own.
 They also accept credit cards directly, which speeds up our old fulfilment system, which required PayPal payments
to be processed through our Treasurer before the Keeper was notified for the order to ship.
 Non-Members can purchase goods.
Note that some items, such as donations and clan memberships, which don’t require physical goods to be shipped, will still be
available through clanhannay.com.
Commissions and Discounts
The Clan Hannay Society receives a percentage of every purchase made through the Clan Hannay store AND members receive a
discount on those purchases, but ONLY if the following Voucher Code is entered at checkout time: HANNAY14
So remember to use the HANNAY14 code when you check out, or else the Clan doesn’t get the commission and you don’t get
the discount! Some might say that for a Scot, the latter should be incentive enough!!!!
Respectfully submitted May 21, 2015,
Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna, Clan Hannay Internet Committee
Visit us at: clanhannay.com
9.

Sorbie Tower

It is ten years since the second Heritage Lottery Fund grant to consolidate the ruin, and five years since Historic Scotland agreed
to put Sorbie Tower on the list of castles and tower houses suitable for restoration. Since then we have commissioned a Feasibility
Study consisting of a Conservation Management Plan, Condition Survey and Option Appraisal. Three options were identified;
namely further consolidation, putting a roof on a shell, and full restoration. Only the third option would provide an income for a
sustainable future from holiday lets. A Business Plan for this recommended that Sorbie Tower should be transferred to a new
charity with the formation of a small Restoration Committee, which consists of David Hannay, Stephen Hanna, Keith Hannay,
Susan Napier and Douglas Hannah. The establishment of the Sorbie Tower Charity was approved at an Extraordinary General
Meeting of Council in January, which is reported under a separate heading.
It was also recommended that an international appeal should be launched with a professional fund raiser. A design brief has been
prepared and the fundraiser has identified about fifty people in the UK associated with the family names that are not Clan members
but may have access to funding. They have been invited to a reception in the House of Lords in July, sponsored by Lord David
Hannay and Lord David Steel, who restored Aikwood Tower in the Borders. In addition, about twenty Clan members will also be
attending. The aim is to raise sufficient to extend fund raising to North America, where there is the largest group of Clan members.
Chief David Hannay - 2015
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10.

Clan Goods

As Keeper of the Tartan I still have the store for authentic Hannay tartan, which we source from Lochcarron. I also have a much
reduced list of other goods which I will not necessarily replace as we are handing over to ScotCLANS, who will get many more
items and take cards and PayPal payment. This should help, particularly those members living abroad. Members have suggested
other ideas.
Janet Hannay, Keeper of the Tartan
Rodger and Amanda Moffet, who run ScotCLANS, were then introduced to explain what they are doing and plan for the future.
Roger and Amanda run a small family retail, information and web business, working with many clans. ScotCLANS also
engage in trying to build communities. They complimented us on our Facebook group. ScotCLANS have their own social
media site, encouraging clans to get involved, to promote wider communities and building up resources and partnerships.
11.

Newsletter

The last newsletter was easy to do as there was so much that had to be broadcast to you all. This year will be filled with exciting
stuff on our way forward. I need a volunteer to do a report on the Gathering and also need people to take photographs please.
Sorry we can't be with you all but I am sure you will have a great time at the biggest Gathering we have had and the first to be held
entirely at Sorbie Tower.
Janette Hannah, Newsletter Editor
12.
Overseas Reports – Alabama Branch Report
Our membership stands at 18 life members. Unfortunately, Fred A. Hannah, Jr. passed away this last October. He was the
impetus that led us to form the Alabama Branch of the Clan Hannay Society. He embraced his Scottish heritage and was a proud
member of the Clan Hannay Society. He is greatly missed.
Patti Hannah, Convenor, Alabama Branch
13.
Nominations
Chief David has a nomination for a new Office, that of Seanachaidh (Historian/ Storyteller). This is the traditional Historian /
Story Teller for Clans. Dr David proposed David Hannah, our Clan Constable, as our new Seanachaidh, as he knows more
about the Clan than most. This was seconded by Clan member, Randall Smith.
14.

Election of Office Bearers and Council / Appointment of Auditor
Officer Bearers are re-elected annually. Council members are in elected for a four year period.
We have eight Council members due to retire this year. Dr David has contacted each of these members and there are four who do
not wish to continue on Council. These members are; Len and Hilda Hanney from Nottingham, who have been wonderful
supporters of the Clan for many years, also Mark Hanna from West Virginia and Ian Wort from Northern Ireland wish to stand
down. The other four remaining Council members are happy to remain.
We received two nominations for Clan Council;
1)

Ren Hanami from California.
Ren was proposed by Sandra Hanna and seconded by Randall Smith.

2)

Grant Lee, who has recently moved near to Inverness in Scotland from the USA.
Grant was proposed by Ian Hanney and seconded by David Hannah.

Appointment of Auditor: Patrick Playfair, our previous treasurer, audited the Clan accounts last year. Chief David proposed that
Patrick be re-appointed again this year and will contact him accordingly.
15.

Any Other Clan Business



Genealogist’s Report

I deal with one or two genealogical requests per month, mostly from North America, but also from across the UK and Australasia.
Usually, enquirers get an extra pointer or two for their research. I am also pulling together an archive of Hanna/h/y/ey Family trees
that have been sent to me or passed on to me. In addition, I have been tracking all the 17th and 18th century Hanna/h/y/ey’s who
arrived in North America, as that era tends to be where the biggest gap is in people’s family histories – that is, connecting the
British Isles with the American Colonies. Efforts have also been made to try to trace owners of out-of-print Hanna/h/y/ey Clan
books with a view to reprinting the books on behalf of the Clan Society.
Keith Hanna, Genealogist
Keith is really helpful to anyone seeking information on genealogy. He has written a book entitled ‘Hanna of the Close’ relating to
the Northern Ireland Hannas. He has also undertaken a lot of research on the origins of the different spellings of the names;
Hannay, Hanney, Hanna and Hannah, which depended on the way the name was spelled by the different Parish Clerks in
Wigtownshire in the 17th century.
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16.

Date, Location and Time of next Council Meeting
Date:
Saturday 10th October 2015
Location:
King’s Arms Hotel, Lockerbie, Scotland
Coffee:
11.00 am
Lunch:
12 noon
Meeting:
1.00pm to 4.00pm.
17.
Date of next AGM and Gathering
The proposed date is Saturday 21st May 2016. Although we usually hold the Gathering the last weekend in May, we have had to
reconsider this year, because the venue we usually use, the Creebridge Hotel in Newton Stewart, is already fully booked for the
last weekend.
AGENDA - FOR 2016
The Clan Hannay Society Annual General Meeting – Saturday 21st May 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Present, Apologies and Obituaries
Approval of 2015 minutes
Matters arising
Convenor’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Constable’ Report
Webmasters’ Report
Genealogist’s Report

10. Overseas Report
11. Sorbie Tower
12. Clan Goods
13. Newsletter
14. Nominations
15. Selection of Office Bearers
/ Appointment of Auditor and Council
16. Any Other Clan Business
17. Date of next Council Meeting
OFFICE BEARERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY

Chief
Professor David R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith,
Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland

Convenor
Stephen Hanna
Bayview, 4 Culderry Row,
Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BE, Scotland

Treasurer
Keith Hannay
17 Barnton Avenue,
Edinburgh,
EH4 6AJ, Scotland

Secretary
Mrs Jacquie Hannay
5 Picket Cross, Bankend Road,
Dumfries,
DG1 4AH, Scotland
e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

Vice Convenor
Frederick Hannay,
28 Clevelys Rd, Clapton,
London, EF 9JN, England.
Newsletter Editor
Mrs Janette Hannah
7 Whitehill Road,
Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland

e-mail: kphannay@corramore.co.uk

e-mail fhannay@aol.com

e-mail: janettehannah@talktalk.net

e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Keeper of the Tartan
Mrs Janet R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland
Constable of Sorbie Tower / Seanachaidh (Historian/Storyteller)
David Hannah
Tigh na Cnoc, Ardgay Hill,
Ardgay, Sutherland,
IV24 3DH, Scotland
e-mail: dhannah559@hotmail.co.uk

Herald
Russell Hannah
7 Whitehill Road,
Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland

Piper
David Hanna
62 Main Street,
Scarva, County Down,
BT63 6LT, Northern Ireland

Standard Bearer
Douglas Hannah
43 Garrick Drive,
Ailsa Gate, Stranraer,
DG9 7FH, Scotland

Genealogist
Keith Hanna
31 Keswick Avenue, Merton Park, London,
SW19 3JE, England
e-mail: postmaster@kdehannaithe.plus.com

Mrs Wendy Ronan
7 South Crescent,, Garlieston , Wigtownshire
DG8 8BQ, Scotland

Wardens of Sorbie Tower
Stephen Hanna
Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire
DG8 8BE, Scotland
e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Webmasters
Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna
To contact Clan Hannay by internet / e-mail, log onto the official Clan Hannay website - www.clanhannay.com
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COUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY

Appointed

Name

Due to Retire

2012

Ian Hanney

(Nottingham)

2013

Tommy Hanna

(Glasgow)

Peter Balderstone Hanna

(Cambridge)

2017

2014

John Hannah
Susan Napier

(Paisley)
(Edinburgh)

Frederick Hannay

(London)

2018

2015

Harry Hannay
(Dumfries)
Jo Hannah
Desmond Hanna (Bangor, NI)
Wolfgang Bergman
Grant Lee
(Inverness-Shire) Ren Hanami

(Paisley)
(London)
(California)

2019

Branch Convenor &
Contacts

Alabama – Convenor
Patricia Hannah

Honorary
Councilors:

Will Hanna
(Northern Ireland)
Patrick Playfair (Roxburghshire)

2016

Canada – Contact
Maj. General James Hanna

Clan East – Contact
Bill Haynes

Clan West – Contact
Verl Hannah

Dorothea Hannah (South Lanarkshire)

SORBIE TOWER RESTORATION COMMITTEE
Chair: Chief David Hannay

Committee: Douglas Hannah, Stephen Hanna, Keith Hannay and Susan Napier

NOMINATION of Clan Member for election to Clan Council at the Annual General Meeting 2016
I (name) …………………………………………………………............................................

Membership No: …..…………………....................

Hereby nominate (name) ………………………………………..........................................

Membership No: ……………….……………………

For election to the Clan Council at the next Annual General Meeting for the following reason (s):
(eg. Has been an active Clan Member for ……… years, has raised funds for the Sorbie Tower Restoration Project, has experience of committee
work, specialist knowledge which will help with the work of the Clan Hannay Society).
Signed: ……………………………………………………………....
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
or, if you are already a member, to enroll someone else as a gift
(Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)
Life Membership - £150
Annual Membership - £25
Please complete Payment Slip on Page 13
and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted
Full Name

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Telephone No:
e-mail address:
Please indicate membership chosen by ticking the box
Life Membership

£

$

Annual Membership

(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)
If your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or lineage.

If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form. You can also send it to family, relatives,
or Hannay / Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.
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Description of Items for Sale – Order Form - 2015 / 2016
(All prices include postage and packing)

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 13 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted
Name Address

Clan Membership Number
Date of Order
Telephone Number
e-mail

Post / ZIP Code
Country

UK only Europe &
Overseas
£
£

AUTHENTIC CLAN HANNAY GOODS
1

Tartan Material

54” wide – Medium Weight, 13oz, for heavier kilts (per yard)

47.00

51.00

2

Tartan Material

54” wide - Light Weight, 10oz, suitable for kilts, skirts or jackets (per yard) 42.00

47.00

3

Tartan Tie

3” wide in Hannay tartan, fully lined

16.50

18.50

4

Wall Plaque

Mahogany shield approx. 7” by 8” with Clan Crest and Motto,
Mounted on tartan.
Name Tabs available: Hannay, Hannah, Hanna, Hanney versions

44.00

51.50

5

Silver Brooch

1” diameter, in the form of the traditional Clan Crest

37.50

41.00

6

Coloured Print

Print of painting of Sorbie Tower by Sheila Hannah 15” by 12”

15.00

17.00

7

Letter Cards

Ten letter cards from a water colour of Sorbie Tower

9.00

11.00

‘The Hannays

of Sorbie’
by Stewart Francis

The 3rd paperback edition of this book; is a definitive work on the origins
and history of the family and of the many branches (Scottish and
Overseas) descended from Sorbie.
REDUCED

12.00

19.00

Lapel Badge

Small crest in blue and silver enamel, for tie or lapel pin

5.00

5.50

Clan DVD

History of Clan Hannay Society and Sorbie Tower.
(Please specify which format when your order
The two formats are PAL for UK, Europe and Australia
NTSC for USA and Canada)

6.00

9.00

8

9

10

Quantity

Value
£

REDUCED

TOTAL AMOUNT =

A wider range of Clan Goods can be ordered online from www.scotclans.com who will give a 5% discount to
members of the Clan Hannay Society using the voucher code HANNAY14. Clan goods have been approved by the
Clan Herald and 10% of sales will be donated to the Clan Hannay Society.
Kilts
Carol Churchman, kilt maker at Galloway Kilts, The Kiosk, Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2RH
makes kilts using authentic Hannay Tartan.
Tel: 01557 814048 e-mail: gallowaykilts@gmail.com
Fund Raising Opportunity
Remember - members in the UK can help the Society by using www.easyfundraising.org.uk every time they use
online shopping sites. Sign up by typing the name as shown above and enter Clan Hannay in the browser. You can
then see what online stores participate and check how much has been raised using this facility.
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METHODS OF PAYMENT
Bank Details: Full name & Address of Bank
Bank of Scotland
8/9 The Square
Kelso
TD5 7HG
Methods of payment:

Account Name:
Sort Code:

Clan Hannay Society
80-16-57

Cheque or Bank Draft made payable to: The Clan Hannay Society
PayPal is available online for purchases, membership and donations - Visit www.clanhannay.com

Please send your completed form and payment to the appropriate address below
Membership / AGM Registration

Clan Goods

Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund

Mrs Jacquie Hannay
Secretary
The Clan Hannay Society
5 Picket Cross
Bankend Road
Dumfries, DG1 4AH

Mrs Janet Hannay
Keeper of the Tartan
The Clan Hannay Society
Cuddyfield
Carsluith
Newton Stewart
Wigtownshire, DG8 7DS

Mr Stephen Hanna
Convenor
The Clan Hannay Society
Bayview
4 Culderry Row
Garlieston
Wigtownshire, DG8 8BE

e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

e-mail: jmrhannay@gmail.com

e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Or, if in North America
Completed forms and payment
( In US / Canadian dollars – at the current exchange rate )
for any of the above, can be sent to:
Mr Jamie Hanna
Webmaster
Clan Hannay Society
109 Thomas Street # 69625
Oakville
Ontario
L6J 3A7
Canada

Donations to:
The Clan Hannay Society
The Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund
Can be included with, and sent to, any of these persons.

e-mail: info@clanhannay.com
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
PAYMENT SLIP
Method of Payment – Please tick as appropriate
Cheque

Bank Draft

Payment has been sent to:
Mrs Jacquie Hannay

Mrs Janet Hannay

Mr Stephen Hanna

Mr Jamie Hanna

Membership

£/$

AGM Registration

£/$

Clan Goods

£/$

Donation to: The Clan Hannay Society

£/$

Donation to: The Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund

£/$
£/$

TOTAL
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CLAN GATHERING 2015
This year’s Gathering was very special. It was special because it’s the first time the whole event has been held at Sorbie Tower.
In 2015 Clan Hannay Society celebrated 50 years of the ownership of the Tower being returned to the Clan, so it was the ideal
year to mark it by being at Sorbie Tower with a variety of events. We were supported by Events Scotland through their Scottish
Clan Event Fund, enabling us to hire a marquee. Without their sponsorship this wouldn’t have been possible. The Clan has
funded our enlarged car park and also our very own electricity supply.
13 brave Clan Members kicked off the celebrations by taking part in the Clan Cycle Ride from Newton Stewart to the Tower.
Unfortunately the weather wasn’t kind to us for the second half of the ride but everyone managed to reach the destination to be
greeted by hot drinks and cakes. We had the youngest and the oldest Gathering attendees. Wednesday evening saw the Clan
Bingo night, which managed to raise a total of £456 in aid of Sorbie Tower Restoration.
The Clan is always looking for ways to engage with the local community and on the Thursday we held history workshops at the
Tower for 3 of the local primary schools. Over 60 children took part in the sessions, which were a great success. Whilst this was
taking place, some Clan members were taken on a local history tour culminating with a visit to Barholm Castle, a Tower House
which has been totally restored and refurbished into a family home and holiday let.
Thursday evening was Talks at the Tower. A local history talk by local historian Tom McCreff, Barholm Castle by owner John
Brennan and finally our own Clan Chief David Hannay, gave a talk about the Hannay’s of Sorbie. The evening was open to both
Clan members and the wider public and was well supported by both.
On Friday morning a group of 20 paired up to take to the seas! 10 Canadian canoes took part in the Clan Boat Race in Garlieston
harbour. Great fun for those participating and supporting spectators.
Fine dining came to the Sorbie Tower Marquee on Friday evening with a special event for the Galloway Supper Club. 30 Clan
members enjoyed a special three course meal prepared by a local chef.
Saturday saw the Clan AGM held at the Marquee. After lunch our Clan Piper led the procession to the Tower to Pipe in the
Colours. On the Saturday night we seated 86 for the meal in the marquee, with our very own Hannah Bar. After an excellent meal
we were treated to a ceilidh into the wee hours.
Sunday we met for the picnic, tidy up and everyone said their goodbyes for another year.
The support we received from both local businesses and the general public has been fantastic and fills me full of encouragement
for future events being held at the Tower.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the helpers who have done our Clan proud and without whom it would not have
been impossible to hold this very successful event.
For those that missed it we look forward to seeing you in the future.

Clan Regards, Stephen Hanna, Convenor

Report on House of Lords Reception - 14th July 2015
The reception to launch the restoration appeal for Sorbie Tower was sponsored by Lord David Steel and Lord David Hannay. It was
attended by 43 people out of 45 acceptances.
All 199 clan members in the UK and Europe were circulated of whom 17 requested invitations and a further 20 asked to be kept
informed. In the event, 31 clan members or their partners attended (including 8 council members).
In addition, a list of 56 people with the family name, who might have access to funds, was provided by the fundraiser, John
Baguley. All were sent an invitation, of whom 10 accepted and a further 5 said they could not come but would like to be kept
informed. Where possible the 41 who did not reply were contacted by telephone.
All those who made pledges were followed up within five days of the event, with two or three further follow ups by e-mail or phone
where necessary. So far £24,200 has been raised, including a donation from the Leverhulme Trust for which a clan member is a
trustee. In addition there are two standing orders. A total of 34 members and non-members asked to be kept informed about the
appeal and these have been sent a follow up letter.
The reception was an enjoyable event and the amount raised more than covered the cost of the fund raiser and reception, as well
as providing a basis for extending the appeal to North America.
David R Hannay (Clan Chief)
14/10/15
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REPORT ON EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF CLAN COUNCIL - 31st JANUARY 2015
The EGM was attended by thirteen members of Council which was more than the quorum of seven required by the constitution.
Background
Sorbie Tower – Sorbie Tower was in a property trust owned by members of the Clan Hannay Society and could not become a
charity because membership was restricted. Charitable status is important for fundraising, and transferring Sorbie Tower to a
charity would enable tax relief to be claimed on donations. However, charities must have a public benefit and as Sorbie Tower and
grounds are already open to the public for a variety of events; the charitable purposes of the new charity were agreed as the
advancement of education, arts, heritage, culture, science and the provision of recreational facilities. These purposes would
include the restoration of Sorbie Tower.
Clan Hannay and Donald Hannah Memorial Trust – This charitable trust was established in 1987 in memory of Donald Hannah,
the first treasurer of the Clan Hannay Society who was involved with the acquisition and early restoration work on the tower. As
well as managing any funds or property, the aim of the trust included furthering education and helping with employment. Over the
years a small number of grants have been made, but most of the accumulated capital has not been used. It therefore seemed
appropriate to wind up this charitable trust and transfer the assets to the new Sorbie Tower Charity. This was unanimously
approved by all members of council who responded. It also had the approval of Donald Hannah’s widow and daughter who were
trustees and were “pleased that funds currently in the existing trust will be used towards the further restoration of the tower”.
Items approved at the EGM
1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

The constitution of a new SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) called the Sorbie Tower Charity, with
seven trustees namely: Dr. David Hannay, David Hannah, Keith Hannay, Mark Hannay, Neil Hannay, Russell Hannah,
and Stephen Hanna.
(These include the residual trustees of the Property Trust and the Donald Hannah Memorial Trust).
The transfer of Sorbie Tower to the new Sorbie Tower Charity.
The winding up of the Clan Hannay and Donald Hannah Memorial Trust, and the transfer of its assets to the Sorbie
Tower Charity.
The Business Plan for the full restoration of Sorbie Tower.
The appointment of a professional fund raiser.
Expenditure for improvements at Sorbie Tower in readiness for the 50th Anniversary Gathering.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM – 2016
CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CLAN GATHERING
Saturday 21st May 2016 – Garlieston Village Hall

Saturday

- 10.30 hrs for 11.00 hrs - Annual General Meeting
Garlieston Village Hall

MEMBERS AND ACCOMPANYING GUESTS

- 13.00 hrs - Buffet Lunch following AGM
Garlieston Village Hall

MEMBERS AND ACCOMPANYING GUESTS

- 15.00 hrs – Clan Gathering – Piping the Colours
Sorbie Tower

Sunday

No cost
£8.50 pp
No cost

OPEN TO ALL

- 18.30 hrs for 19.00 hrs prompt. Clan Hannay Dinner Dance
Creebridge Hotel, Newton Stewart
MEMBERS AND ACCOMPANYING GUESTS

£25.00 pp

- 12 noon onwards - Picnic (Bring your Own) and Clan games
Sorbie Tower - Donations for games welcome

No cost

OPEN TO ALL
TOTAL

£

Please return by 1st May, with full names and addresses of all those attending
Names of those attending:
Address:

Post / Zip Code:

Country:

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 13 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted.
(Please note - confirmation that payment has been made must accompany the booking form).
The Creebridge Hotel is offering a special rate for Clan members of £50.00 B&B per person per night if booked directly with the hotel before
April 1st 2016.
For other details of accommodation go to: www.visitscotland.com/accommodation
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Clan Hannay - New Zealand 2014 (Constable’s Gatherings)
During September 2014 Patricia and I fulfilled our dream of visiting New Zealand and took the fantastic opportunity of contacting
all of the Clan Hannay members to let them know we were coming and asking them if they would be willing to meet us.
We were overwhelmed by the many responses. Of our eleven NZ Clan members six agreed to
meet with us and we had responses from four of the others, with regrets that they were unable
to fit in with our very tight schedule of six weeks travel. A real Clan Hannay welcome to
strangers with our family names.
Auckland – on the way in
Our first taste of warm Kiwi hospitality was when we met Tony Hannay (634L) and his very
extensive family at his home on Mount Eden in Auckland. We had been invited to have dinner
with Tony and his family but had not expected him to have rounded up so many. Although
Auckland wasn’t our favourite place in NZ, thanks to Tony and family we learned an awful lot
of very useful things that we would never have known without their help, and which made our
whole trip so much more enjoyable.
From Auckland we went as far north as we could manage before turning around and heading
south, a long way to go.
Taupo – quite far down North Island and near the Thermal activity areas
As we weren’t going to pass by his home in Palmerston, Keith Harold Hannay (1246L) arranged his whole family to rent a house
in Taupo and invited us to have dinner with them there. We spent most of the evening arguing, in a friendly manner, which of them
should arrange for Clan Hannay New Zealand to have a Gathering, with Keith being the favourite, as he is the Patriarch and
longest established Clan member. Alas, no decision was reached before we had to leave on the next leg of our journey.
Dannevirke & Wanganui (with Scottish Country Dancing too)
After visiting Napier, New Zealand’s ‘Art Deco’ town having been re-built after the 1931
earthquake which razed it; absolutely fascinating place, we were walking back from dinner
and heard the ‘Call of the Pipes’ and on going to
investigate found the Caledonian Society having their annual
Ball, and were warmly invited to join in the dancing. This really
set us up for our visit to Wanganui. However, on the way we had
to pass though Dannevirke and had a delightful visit and lunch
with James Henry Hanna (684L) and Cecile before driving on to
the West Coast and meeting up with Jean and John Hanna
(578L) in Wanganui for dinner, (my ancestors used to tell a tale about a Minister who always arrived at teatime for his pastoral
visits and gained the name ‘Dennertime Davie’, I’m starting to feel a bit like that from the visit – thanks to the great ‘Hannay’
hospitality). Afterwards we had our first introduction to a real Scottish Country Dancing Club, in New Zealand, they are just like us!
We had a great time joining with dances, some of which we do regularly at home, and some new ones too.
Hannah Shoes
From Wanganui we travelled to Wellington to take the ferry to South Island eventually arriving in
Christchurch, having come across from Greymouth, founding town for the NZ famous Hannah
Shoes on the west coast. Unfortunately, Hannah Shoes is no longer owned by Hannahs, but
the tale of their founding was interesting in that there were two shoemakers called Hanna and
they had a dispute about the name of the business – the loser had to change the name to
Hannah Shoes.
Christchurch – devastation and resurrection
With a couple of ‘spare’ days we had been invited to
spend then with Stuart J Hannah (995L) and Kat in
their very comfortable home on the outskirts of
Christchurch, having travelled over the Tranzalpine
Arthur’s pass by bus to be met by Stu and Kat. Stu
was the only Clan member we were able to meet on
South Island, there are only two but the other one was
off on his travels. We had a real experience of the
destruction of a city and the residents’ commitment to
recreate it better than before.
With our spare time we were able to see much more of Christchurch and visited Stu’s family during the varied trips he took us on.
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We visited the Antarctic Experience and several settlements around the edges of Christchurch, very few of them escaped from the
2010 earthquake and there are signs of it everywhere. Feeling the sadness and vulnerability of people against nature we left,
taking the Tranzalpine train back to the west coast to continue our journey.
We managed to get as far as Milford Sound, on to Bluff, the most southerly point of South Island, before heading back to
Queenstown and our flight back to Auckland.
Auckland on the way home
On arrival at the airport we were met by David J Hannah (1208L) and taken home to Whangaparaoa to meet Janis and the family,
where we – yes - you’ve guessed it, had dinner and stayed overnight, before David took us back to the airport and the long flight,
28 hours home.
We loved New Zealand and had a fantastic time, made even better through our ‘family’ experiences. We travelled over 3,500
miles during our six weeks, met so many nice people, took over 700 photos between us and are looking forward to going back,
sometime soon.
Patricia and I would like to hope that we were good ambassadors for Scotland and Clan Hannay and that our visit will encourage
more of our New Zealand ‘Hannay’ relatives to join the Clan and come to visit us when they come to Scotland to enjoy the
atmosphere we feel at Sorbie Tower.
Yours in kinship
David Hannah, Constable of Sorbie Tower, for Clan Hannay

Clan Herald - information on Crests and Arms
As Clan Herald part of my job is to monitor and advise on all things heraldic and to ensure that the rules are adhered to. To help
members weave their way through what can be a complicated subject I have tried here to simplify the basic rules.
Firstly, all details pertaining to everything heraldic and armorial are legal matters governed in Scotland by The Lord Lyon King
of Arms and his Court. Here are a few of the rules governing this area.
Coat of Arms. What exactly is meant by the Coat of Arms? The Arms are usually shown as just a shield or as the full
‘achievement’ of Shield, Helmet-Wreath -Mantling, Crest, Motto and Supporters (if any).
The Crest is not the Arms. It is one single component which was the device originally worn on top of the helmet and, nowadays,
depicted above the shield or on its own as a crest badge. Any kinsman/woman of an armigerous Chief of Name and Arms may
wear a device bearing the Chief’s Crest - cap badge, kilt pin or similar. Uniquely in Scotland this will be a strap and buckle design.
The crest belongs to the clan chief and permission should be sought, however, most chiefs are happy to see the badge being
worn by clansmen and women.
In Scotland there is no such thing as a family coat of arms. Arms are the personable, heritable property of one person, In our
case, the Clan Chief. You cannot use these arms simply because you share a surname. This is regulated by statute law in
Scotland and there are penalties, including fines, confiscation and even prison for Pretending to Arms which are not legally yours.
Weapons. One thing I must stress is that it is illegal in Scotland to carry arms. We have no ancient right to bear arms. An
exception to this is the small knife or dirk known as the sgian dubh when worn as part of ethnic dress. It is exempt from the Knife
Act but must be kept sheathed. The carrying of any knife or sword longer than 3.5 inches in public is an offence and can see
sentences of up to 4 years in prison and a £5,000 fine. To be on the safe side you can purchase Sgian dubhs which are fitted with
a dummy blade.
To summarise, all people with the surname Hannay - Hannah - Hanna - Hanney may use, wear or display the Chief’s Crest. All
members of the Clan Hannay Society may also use, wear, or display the Arms of the Society as granted by the Lord Lyon in
1983.
The Chief’s Crest (left) which is a Cross crosslet, fiched (pointed) issuing from a
crescent, both black with the motto ‘Per Ardua ad Alta’ - ‘From Difficulties to Great
Heights’ is shown on the right, and may be used, worn or displayed by people bearing
the surname Hannay - Hannah - Hanna - Hanney. Members of the Clan Hannay
Society may also use, wear or display the Arms of the Society granted by the Lord
Lyon in 1983 as shown on the right.

NB. Colours can be viewed on the website.

Russell Hannah, Clan Herald
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A Face to the Name

Hi!
I would like to introduce myself to all Clan Hannay members out there who haven’t met me. I’m Keith, your Clan
Genealogist. The photo on the above left shows my wife, Jane, and I on our wedding day in 2010 in Wales. We have
since had two little girls; Eleri, who’s 3 and Keziah who’s two. I also have an older daughter, Abigail, who has just turned
nineteen.
My background is that I was born in Kilkeel, County Down, Northern Ireland, a descendent of Robert Hanna of “The
Close”, and I attended University in England gaining degrees in Minerals and Chemicals Engineering to PhD level
before working in Africa, the UK, America/India, and latterly the UK again. I am currently based in SW London where I
work in an engineering software company as a Marketing Director.
I joined the Clan in 2001 and was elected onto Clan Council in 2013 when the post of Genealogist became vacant after
Marion Green stepped down. My interest in genealogy stems from my time in Chicago in the
mid-1990s when I noticed that many of my American friends were interested in family history. I decided to trace
descendants of my father’s two uncles who had emigrated to the US around the time of the First World War. One line
had died out in Washington State but the other was alive and well in Virginia. I tracked them down after three years of
investigations and we had a moving reunion in 2001. I continued to research my paternal line back as far as possible
with a view to writing a book on my findings. After 10 years of trawling archives all over the world I was able to trace an
antecedent, James Hanna, to Wigtownshire Religious Census Records in the 1680s. He and his family had migrated
over to Ulster with many other Scots in the 1690s just after the Glorious Revolution and the Williamite Wars. Between
2005 and 2008 I wrote a book about my family line (and the general Hanna family lines in the Kingdom of Mourne)
called “Hanna of the Close - from Scottish Roots to 1798” which I self-published (see Cover above right). In truth, it is
really a volume one as I have enough content for a second volume taking the story from 1799 up to the end of World
War I. It’s looking like this will have to wait now until my girls are much older though.
As Clan Genealogist, and following on from Marion, I respond to whatever genealogical requests come into the clan and
provide what information I can dig up and find, or I just offer general guidance to enquirers as to where else they can
search. I am most knowledgeable of Northern Ireland family history research and of Hanna families that emigrated to
North America. I also gather historical information and biographies of the more famous holders of our surname(s).
Finally, one thing I am keen to do over time is to gather some sort of archive of family history stories that clan members
can share and access. With the clan having a relatively rare set of surnames this should be very do-able and especially
with the growth of the WWWeb, it should be an ever-easier thing to share globally. Hence, do feel free to send me what
family history information you might have as I can guarantee that someone somewhere will be interested in it.
Keith Hanna, Genealogist

The Clan Hannay Tour 2016
Auld Country Tours, in cooperation with the Clan Hannay Society, is proud to offer The Clan Hannay Tour 2016. From May
15 - 24, 2016, our 10-day Hannay Tour takes us on a journey through many of the most beautiful areas of Scotland and Northern
Ireland. Starting in the dramatic city of Edinburgh, we travel by ferry to Northern Ireland, home to many members of the Hannay
Clan. Visits to Belfast and the many sites along the Antrim Coast will be followed by a return to the Hannay ancestral lands of
Dumfries and Galloway. We explore and celebrate Hannay heritage, culminating in our participation at the Hannay Clan Gathering
at Sorbie Tower. This tour is open to Clan Hannay Society members and non-members alike, from the UK, North America, and
worldwide.
Register for the tour today at the Auld Country Tours website: http://www.auldcountrytours.com
NB: Clan members joining the tour, who wish to attend; the AGM, AGM Lunch, Dinner Dance, will need to have made a
prior booking by completing the AGM Registration Form on page 15.
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Three photos of our talented clansmen - or, in this
case, women’s achievements. On the left is
Clarissa Lee with her first place dancing trophy.
On the right a doll dressed by Margaret Diﬃn, and
below a photo of Georgia Manikum Hannay (front
th
row, 4 from left) with Fencing Team Scotland,
which won Silver at the Commonwealth Games
2014. Georgia has received sponsorship from the
Society in the past.

Photos from the Boat Race Day at Garlieston. Immediate left
are Barbara Bergman and Helena bravely paddling on. Even
braver, the hardy spectators. Not the best weather but no one
seemed to mind.

On the right - Lynn Hannay with some younger members.
Lynn kindly volunteered her services to provide an
educational aspect to the Gathering, especially for the
youngsters.
Below - the weather soon brightened up and the sun
shone on the Gathering as usual. Even the four legged
family members joined in.
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A pastiche of photographs from
the Gathering. Thanks to all
who allowed me to use their
photos. On this page and
throughout - contributions from
Tracey Nicholls, Chris Hanna,
David Hannah, Sean Hannah,
Frank Lawler and Rodger
Moﬀet (ScotCLANS).
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