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SORBIE TOWER
IN OUR CARE FOR
5O YEARS

!

Message from the Chief
This year the referendum on Scotland’s future in the United Kingdom resulted in a record turnout of
85%, and created worldwide interest. This augurs well for 2015, which is the 50th anniversary of
Sorbie Tower being donated to the Clan Hannay Society. Having completed a feasibility study during
this year, we are aiming to launch an international appeal in 2015 to restore the tower. This is an
ambitious project which would ensure the viability of the clan’s ancestral home in Galloway for future
generations.
David R Hannay, Clan Chief
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Liam Robert Hanna, grandson of
Lawrence R Hanna, Missouri, USA.

Wendy Hanney,
Nottingham, wife of Ian and
daughter-in-law of Leonard
and Hilda Hanney.

Colin Ross Hanna, grandson of
Lawrence R Hanna, Missouri, USA.

Their tower
our tower
your tower
Bergman family members having fun
at Sorbie Tower.

On the right, Clarissa Lee,
granddaughter of Grant
Lee, USA, in her Highland
dancing outfit.

!

Above left, the ‘Girls’ having a great night at the Gathering Dinner and Dance at the Creebridge Hotel.
From the left - Tracy Nicholls, Chris Hanna, Kharen Hannah, Lynn Hannay and Fiona Colley.
Above right is the late Vice Convenor of The Clan, John Hanney of Formby. John was a great worker for
the Clan and the tower and he will be sadly missed. His son Peter, who provided this photo, has also
written an article about his father’s life which is on page 18.

2

!2

CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

!

Saturday 24 May 2014 – 11.00am
Garlieston Village Hall
Present, Apologies and Obituaries
Approval of 2013 minutes
Matters Arising
Convenor’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Constable’s Report
Webmasters’ Report
Sorbie Tower

10. Clan Goods
11. Newsletter
12. Overseas Reports
13. Nominations
14. Election of Office Bearers and Council
and Appointment of Auditor
15. Any Other Clan Business
16. Date of next Council Meeting
17. Date of next AGM and Gathering

Chief David welcomed all, particularly those from overseas. He also mentioned Peter Hanney and his family; Peter being the son
of our late Vice Convenor, John Hanney, who sadly passed away last year. John was for many years, a tremendous supporter of
the Clan, often assisting Constable David with the upkeep of Sorbie Tower. John will be missed by many people.
David announced the arrival of Charlotte Hanna, from Northern Ireland. Charlotte is the first child of our Clan Piper, David
Hanna.
David introduced John Baguley, from the International Fundraising Consultancy, who will be giving a presentation after lunch.
1.
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Present, Apologies and Obituaries

Present

Professor David Hannay, Carsluith, Scotland
David Hannah, Sutherland, Scotland
Russell Hannah, West Lothian, Scotland
Harry Hannay, Dumfries, Scotland
Tommy Hanna, Glasgow, Scotland
Keith Hannay, Edinburgh, Scotland
Len Hanney, Nottingham, England
John Hannah, Paisley, Scotland
Stephen Hanna, Garlieston, Scotland

Janet Hannay, Carsluith, Scotland
Patricia Hannah, Sutherland, Scotland
Janette Hannah, West Lothian, Scotland
Jacquie Hannay, Dumfries, Scotland
Sandra Hanna, Glasgow, Scotland
Maggie Anderson, Edinburgh, Scotland
Hilda Hanney, Nottingham, England
Jo Hannah, Paisley, Scotland
Chris Hanna, Garlieston, Scotland

Frederick Hannay, London, England
Douglas Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland
Ian Hanney, Nottingham, England
Wolfgang Bergman, London, England
Helena Bergman, London, England
Roland Bergman, West Virginia, USA
John Bassett, Surrey, England
Robert McCulloch, Ayrshire, Scotland
Tom Dougan, Ayshire, Scotland
Susan Napier, Edinburgh, Scotland
Layton Traver, Wisconsin, USA
Mariam Arthur, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Peter Hanney, Worcestershire, England
James Hanney, Worcestershire, England
Brian Fuller, Durban, South Africa
John Baguley, Hertfordshire, England

Lynn Hannay, London, England
Kharen Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland
Wendy Hanney, Nottingham, England
Wendy Ronan, Garlieston, Scotland
William ( Gill ) Bergman, London, England
Barbara Hannay Bergman, West Virginia, USA
Barbara Barlow, Tyldesley, Manchester
Janette McCulloch, Ayrshire, Scotland
Lily Dougan, Ayshire, Scotland
Phyllis Weston, Dumfries, Scotland
Nola Walter, Wisconsin, USA
Christine Camarillo, California, USA
Dr Ann Ward, Worcestershire, England
Ruth Hanney, Worcestershire, England
Shelagh Fuller, Durban, South Africa

Apologies
658 L.
687 L.
28 L.
909 L.

!

Rev Robert Hanna
Robert Duncan Hannah
Evelyn McArthur
David Hanna

Obituaries
441 L. Mr John Hanney
714 L. Ms Deborah Wubben,
874 L. Mrs Lois Barker
646 L. Wayne Hannah
1328 A. Dorland Hannah

Clan Member
Clan Member
Honorary Council Member.
Clan Piper

County Antrim, Northern Ireland
Hampshire, England
Edinburgh, Scotland
County Down, Northern Ireland

Formby
California
New South Wales
Washington
Quebec

England
USA
Australia
USA
Canada
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Approval of 2013 Minutes!

The minutes were proposed by Russell Hannah and seconded by John Hannah.!
3.

!

Matters Arising!

There were no matters arising.
4.

!

Convenor’s Report!

The last twelve months has flown by and within this time things have got a whole lot better. My wife Chris has
overcome her illness and is here with us today, looking amazing - well done Chris. We have had the birth of our
grandson Joseph in February.
The Clan has received the gift of a flag from our member in Cambodia, Mariam Arthur – thank you Mariam. Flags
received from overseas members are really welcome, as they can be flown each year at the Gathering.
In August a survey was conducted on the tower using a cherry picker. This demonstrated that work we had carried
out in the past with the removal of growth from the tower, had proved worthwhile. I managed to take some footage of
the survey, which I then posted on You Tube and this has already received 392 viewings. Unfortunately the survey
has led to the closure of the tower for now, due to unstable masonry. This places limits on events that can be held at
the tower.
The internet is very successful as far as the Clan Society is concerned. With the help of Chris I posted a Tour of
Sorbie Tower, which has received 750 hits so far.
The special Donations Book now has 61 entries. I am hoping to place this on the web page, to enable people to look
at their entry. To date the appeal has raised around £8,000 in the two years since its commencement. There were
eight donations from Friends of Sorbie Tower. There are 46 Junior Friends of Sorbie Tower, mainly from a local
primary school in Wigtown.
I am proposing to erect a new notice board at the tower, at a budget of £120.
On 20th June we have a booking for a music event at the tower. The group who are organising this have agreed to
give all the profits to the Clan. If successful, it is hoped to hold this annually.
I have been in touch with Barbara, from the Isle of Man Historical Society, who visited and enjoyed a tour. We are
arranging for Barbara to bring her group over on 14th September.
It is my intention to hold the entire gathering next year at Sorbie Tower, with a programme of events from Wednesday
27 May to Sunday 31 May. A funding bid to Events Scotland has been successful, with an offer of £2,800, which will
make it possible to hire a marquee.
I feel we need to do more for the youth of our Society. To encourage families, we have a great site at which we could
offer a Clan camp.
The Clan Calendar has been produced; our first one. This is a limited edition and is for sale today at £6. We will
have to add postage for any copies ordered after today. Any members out there that have pictures they think would
be suitable, or be willing to take some and send them in; these would be considered for next year’s edition.
Lastly, I would like to say a big thank you; to of all to our clan members, my wife Chris, our Chief – a constant source
of support, Jacquie for her efficiency, Wendy, who works tirelessly at the tower, John and Jo for their delicious
lunches. Thanks also to members of the Council who work hard for our Society; the production of the accounts, the
Clan newsletter, the website, Constable of Sorbie Tower and others. We have a great team working for us.
Stephen Hanna, Clan Convenor / Warden of Sorbie Tower
5. Secretary’s Report !
!

!!

There have been 37 new memberships since the last AGM – Breakdown below:

Australia
Canada
England
Northern Ireland
Republic of Ireland
Scotland
South Africa
USA
TOTAL

!
!!
!

LIFE
1
3
7
1
5
1
1
18
37

ANNUAL

1
4
2
1
1
9
18

3
3
1
3

9
19

There have been 17 new memberships so far this year, the majority of which were purchased using PayPal.
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Our total membership now stands at 587 - Breakdown by Country below:

!
!
!

Australia
Belgium
Cambodia
Canada
Costa Rica
England
France
Germany

48
1
1
38
1
115
2
1

Iceland
Ireland
Isle of Man
Luxemburg
New Zealand
Northern Ireland
Norway
Scotland

2
9
2
2
12
17
5
73

Singapore
South Africa
Sweden
USA
Wales
Zimbabwe

31

Honorary

1
1
1
252
2
1

Total Membership breakdown by Life / Annual / Honorary

6.

Life

554

Annual

2
Jacquie Hannay, Secretary

!

Treasurer’s Report!

I have prepared the accounts for the Society for the year to 31 March 2014. Overall our UK bank balance has
increased by over £7,000 to £15,365. This takes account of a one-off transfer in of £8,500 from the North American
account; representing US income from previous years, and £4,306 transferred out to the Sorbie Tower Conservation
Fund. As agreed recently with Council, funds donated specifically for the Tower will henceforth be transferred to the
Conservation Fund on a regular basis. Taking account of these items there is an overall increase from current
activities of approximately £3,000. Sales of goods have fallen slightly compared to last year, whilst subscriptions
have increased by over 17%.
We introduced PayPal on the Clan Hannay website in July last year to facilitate an easy means of payment,
especially for members overseas. It eliminates the need for sales to be channelled through the North American
account or via sterling cheques, as proceeds are credited direct to our account here. This has run smoothly and to
31 March there have been 25 PayPal transactions; several being payment for multiple purchases. These include
small receipts for the Tower and AGM tickets, but the larger sums have been for Goods and Subscriptions;
representing 36% and 41% of the totals under those headings. As anticipated, over 50% of these transactions came
from the United States. PayPal charges came to £97 on turnover of £2,304 or 4.2%. I think that we can consider
this to be a good start, remembering that it covers only nine months of the year. Hopefully additional membership,
donations and purchases will be encouraged through the ease of payment by this method. I have put payment of the
Water Rates for the supply at the Tower onto a quarterly direct debit, which attracts a small discount.

!

The Constitution of the Society provides that the accounts be reviewed annually by an independent auditor and this
has been done this year by our former Treasurer, Patrick Playfair, whom I thank for carrying this out.
CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
Accounts for year to 31 March
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

2014
Opening bank balance
Opening cash balance
Sale of goods
Subscriptions
Donations
D Hannah Memorial Fund
2013 Gathering
2014 Gathering
Council meetings
Sorbie Tower Cons. Fund
Interest
From N.A a/c prev years

2013

£ 8,201
16,198
237
121
2,118
2,612
3,437
2,923
304
1,198
20 1,235
1,492
348
14
303
137
602
5
8,500
111

£ 25,305

24,811

Goods Purchased
Goods expenses
PayPal charges
Secretary’s expenses
Printing newsletter etc
Constable’s expenses
2013 Gathering
2014 Gathering
Council meetings
Sorbie Tower Cons. Fund
Tower Maintenance
Water rates
D Hannah MF, loan repaid
Closing cash balance
Closing bank balance

2014

2013

£ 1,147
132
97
1,036
569
204
1,154
287
4,306
861
146
1
15,365

2,515
128
1,184
596
354
3,096
137
2,000
1,246
117
5,000
237
8,201

£ 25,305

24,811
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31 March
2014

2013

£ 15,365

8,201

CLAN ASSETS
Bank Account
Cash Account

1

237

Goods at cost

4,284

4,688

£ 19,650

13,126

1,157

8,421

6,871

7,877

£ 27,678

29,424

North American Account
CDN
Sorbie Tower Conservation Project

2,131

Account
CLAN DEBTS
Due to Donald Hannah Memorial Fund
CLAN NET ASSETS

(20)
£ 27,698

29,424

Year to 31 March
2014

2013

£ 237

121

800

1,300

SECRETARY’S CASH ACCOUNT
Brought forward 1 April
Drawn from funds in the year

Postage, printing etc.
Balance carried forward at 31 March

£ 1,037

1,421

(1,036)

(1,184)

£1

237

Keith Hannay, Treasurer
The accounts were proposed by Tommy Hanna and seconded by David Hannah.
7.
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Constable’s Report!

This report, like many of the previous, says thank you to a small group of people – David Hannay (The Chief), Wendy
and Stephen (also Convenor) the Tower wardens, Kevin Boyce (grounds maintenance contractor), visitors and Clan
members for their continuing financial and moral support, without which this job would be meaningless. !
– THANK YOU ALL.
I am making a special tribute to Captain John Hanney who will always be with me at the Tower, in spirit and whom I
will miss for his help and humour. Although in his 82nd year, he was still the most reliable supporter of my work at
Sorbie Tower. God Bless you John.
We have survived another year relatively vandal free, thanks to Wendy’s ever watchful presence.
On my last maintenance visit earlier this month, the Tower and grounds looked marvellous, with the blue of the
periwinkle and early bluebells making it evident where that colour for our Hannay Tartan came from.
Visitor numbers grow steadily and I have now recorded over 3,000 since we started the ‘post box’ on the new shed in
2000. We continue to average around 16% of our visitors having Hannay connections and we really appreciate the
small donations some visitors give and send.
My one disappointment is that Clan Member support has dropped off for work parties.
I’ll be back to clean up during the first week of November, just after the next Clan Council meeting – if you would like
to help out then, or at any time, let me know and I will be pleased to give you a work programme.
Sorbie Tower – List of Jobs – All the tools needed are in the Shed – key from either warden
Tower
Motte
Grounds
Shed
Portaloo
Visitors

– eg: Sweep out the Tower both upper and lower floors and stair; weed and clean up the courtyard.
– eg: Weed out round the bench on the motte, replace gravel, rake up and remove fallen twigs.
– eg: Prune back overhanging vegetation from the picnic tables, the driveway and paths, rake up leaves.
– eg: Sweep down the shed roof, clear the gutters. Pick up and take away any litter.
– eg: Check it is clean and well stocked, clear off the roof and gutters, cut back overgrowing vegetation.
– Greet any visitors warmly, even if they are not Hannays and give them a tour and hope they give you a
donation – Pass this on to the Treasurer to add to the Sorbie Tower Conservation Fund.
Report
– Tell me that you have been and what you did .
David Hannah, Constable of Sorbie Tower
Thank you.
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Webmasters’ Report!

!

Hannays, Hannas, Hannahs and Hanneys continue to be active online, using the following resources:!
•

Our Facebook Group (https://www,facebook.com/groups/161140999231/!
or go to Facebook.com and search for ‘Clan Hannay Society’!

•

Our new Facebook Official Page (see Facebook below for more details)!

•

The clanhannay.com website

!
!
!

Facebook
!

We stand at 834 members in our Clan Hannay Society group, a 19% increase over May 2013. The sheer success of
the group is beginning to cause some difficulties regarding our ability to use Facebook as an official mouthpiece for
the Clan Hannay Society, since anyone in the Facebook group can post to the news feed. Fortunately, Facebook
had addressed this issue with some changes it has made over the past few years. The service now has three
different ways to create an online presence:
•

Personal Timelines, or profiles, represent individual (non-commercial) people and must be held under an
individual name. If you personally have a Facebook account, you most likely post updates to your own
Personal Timeline.!

•

Facebook Groups (like our own Clan Hannay Society group) provide a closed space for small groups of
people to communicate about shared interests. Groups can be created by anyone. In addition to an open
setting, more privacy settings are available for groups. In secret and closed groups, posts are only visible
to group members (for example, postings on the Clan Hannay Web Administrators’ group is visible only to
Clan Hannay Administrators). The most useful groups tend to be small ones; and the Clan Hannay Society
group is quickly outgrowing its ability to be a useful forum as the official ‘voice’ of the Society on Facebook.
In groups, members receive notifications by default when any member posts in the group, which means
that an official posting from the Society can get lost in the noise of over 800 other members posting
regularly. On the plus side, Group members can participate in chats, upload photos to shared albums,
collaborate on group docs and invite members who are friends to group events.!

•

Facebook Pages look similar to personal Timelines, but they offer unique tools for connecting people to an
organization. Pages are managed by people who have personal Timelines and who officially represent the
organization depicted by the Page. Pages are not separate Facebook accounts. Page information and
posts are public and generally available to everyone on Facebook. Anyone can ‘like’ a Page to connect
with it and get News Feed updates, and there is no limit to how many people can like a Page. People who
help manage a Page can share posts from the Page, but only the managers can actually post to the page;
thus controlling the information presented – an ideal format for the official presence of the Clan Hannay
Society. Managers can also create customized apps for their Page and check Page Insights to track the
Page’s growth and activity. Moreover, any advertising or promotional usage of Facebook requires the
creation of a Facebook Page for the entity being advertised.

!

!

!

Since the Society has expressed interest in promoting itself and its goals – including fundraising for the restoration of
Sorbie Tower – on Facebook, this has resulted in the need to create an official presence:
https://www.facebook.com/ClanHannay
It raises a problem, however: How do we distinguish between this page and our Facebook group? Currently they
are both named ‘Clan Hannay Society’. Until this is completely resolved over the next few weeks, we are limiting the
promotion of the new page to avoid confusion. Probably renaming the Group to something like ‘Clan Hannay Society
Discussion’ is the most likely path. For the immediate future, just be aware that:

!

•

If you want to view official postings from the Clan Hannay Society on Facebook, we will eventually be
posting them on: https://www.facebook.com/ClanHannay!

•

If you want to share stories, photos, videos, comments with other Hannays, you and your cousins in the
Hanna/y/ey/h/ diaspora can post to your heart’s desire at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161140999231/

!

As I mentioned last year, Clan members who are not members of the Facebook group should be encouraged
to join, so that their presence is felt among potential members visiting Facebook.

!
!
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clanhannay.com website
Our primary official web presence, however, continues to be the clanhannay.com website. This is where members
can download current and past newsletters, order clan goods and pay membership dues. It is also where new
members can apply to join.
I continue to solicit suggestions from members as to which services should be provided to anyone visiting the
clanhannay.com site, as well as which should be limited to members only. Any suggestions also require some
thought as to who would implement them as all would involve data entry, scanning uploading and organizing. For
example, since last year, Nathanial Hanna, the nephew of website team member Jeremy Hanna, has manually
transcribed the 1,300 genealogical, records from the old website into a format that we can use to create a new, more
up-to-date database, as well as to provide to Society members for inclusion into their own genealogical research.
Thank you, Nathanial and Jeremy!
Any volunteers to help create online versions of all Clan Hannay historical documents (e.g. Sorbie Tower blueprints
by Packard Harrington, various papers published and / or acquired by the society)? Pease let me know at:
franklaw@frostymoose.com
You Tube Live Streaming

!

If all goes well, we will be streaming part of the 2014 Gathering for the first time live onto You Tube. Information as to
how to access it will be provided on Facebook and on clanhannay.com
PayPal
PayPal has been up and running for several months now. The service allows members to purchase via their PayPal
accounts in any supported currency and have the proceeds converted to pounds sterling and deposited electronically
into the Society’s account. We now support:
New membership payment

/ Clan goods purchases / Existing membership renewal / Donations

This has proved a tremendous help to members overseas, as the traditional payment method – getting bank drafts in
pounds sterling and posting them to the Clan in Scotland – has become increasingly expensive and unwieldy (fewer
and fewer bank branches seem willing to execute the transaction, thus fobbing it off on central offices in other cities).
The Treasurer can provide information on the financial impact of the use of PayPal, but a substantial percentage of
the Society’s income is now processed through the service.
Online volunteers
Many thanks once more to the online volunteers who help keep us moving forward.
Karen Cegalis
Jeremy Hanna
Keith Hannay

!

Layton Travers
Janette Hannah
Ian Hanney

Jacquie Hannay
Gerard Hanney
Andrew and Narelle Hannay

Individual availability of volunteers tends to be in unpredictable spurts of a day or two over the course of a month, so
it would be very helpful to have a larger pool of volunteers so that we can move more quickly on updating the site. If
you are interested and have online editing, coding or maintenance experience, please e-mail us at:
info@clanhannay.com
Respectfully submitted May 20, 2014 - Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna, Clan Hannay Internet Committee. Visit
us at clanhannay.com
The man who runs the Wigtown Book Shop posted a video on Facebook taken from a helicopter flying over Sorbie.
Layton has re-posted the video. Layton was asked to provide a ‘link’ to this for next year.
We are really fortunate to have our Webmasters, Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna, and many thanks for their hard
work.
9.
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Sorbie Tower!

Background
Sorbie Tower was built in the 16th century for Alexander Hannay of Sorbie, adjacent to a 12th century motte, on a
raised site protected by surrounding marshland. In the 17th century the Stewarts of Garlies took possession of the
castle, and the last occupant was Brigadier General John Stewart who died in 1748. The castle became ruinous and
was donated to the Clan Hannay Society by Mrs Jean Cummins in 1965. Over the next 35 years the Clan spent
about £40,000 conserving the ruin, but it became dangerous and required scaffolding. In 1972 the building was
listed Grade A by Historic Scotland. In 2001 and again in 2005, successful bids (for £77,000 and £50,000
respectively) were made to the Heritage Lottery Fund, with partnership funding from Clan Hannay and Historic
Scotland. This enabled scaffolding to be erected to make good the wall heads, consolidate the stairwell, repair some
of the lime mortar, and put a floor over the ground floor vaulting. In 2007 the surrounding woods were cut back, and
in 2010 Historic Scotland agreed to put the tower on the register of castles and towers suitable for restoration.
Recent Developments
In 2011 we commissioned a preliminary Scoping Study from Peter Drummond, a conservation architect, who advised
that the Heritage Lottery Fund was unlikely to give any more grants unless they were part of a Landscape
Partnership Scheme for the whole of the Machars. Preliminary discussions took place but nothing came of this.
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In 2012 we applied for Schedule Monument Consent to replace some of the main window surrounds, but Historic
Scotland said that this should be part of a phased restoration for which a Conservation Management Plan would be
required. This has now been completed by Peter Drummond, together with a detailed Condition Survey. These are
part of a Feasibility Study which usually consists of the following parts:
1)
3)

!

Initial Scoping Study
Condition Survey

2) Conservation Management Plan
4) Options Appraisal and Business Plan

Present Situation
The first three parts of the feasibility have now been completed, with the Condition Survey identifying five phases of
restoration. The first three phases are consolidating the existing ruin, before the final two phases of replacing the
roof and fully restoring the tower, for which the following approximate costs have been given by the Quantity
Surveyor:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Essential / Urgent
(0-2 years)
Recommended Works
(2-5 years)
Desirable Works
(5 years +)
Reinstating Roof Including wall heads and window surrounds
Full restoration

£
67,900
£ 125,220
£ 223,961
£ 203,550
£ 1,006,250
£ 1,626,881

These costs do not include VAT and professional fees, which would add 20% and 10% to the above costs, giving a
total of £2,147,484. This compares with recently announced plans to restore Mingary Castle on the Ardnamurchan
Peninsula for £2.3 million.
Historic Scotland have now given written approval in principle for such a phased restoration, and had indicated that
they might have some funding for emergency repairs to the internal stair wall which is in danger of collapsing.
However, this did not materialise and we have been advised to close the building with notices on the gate and door
saying “Danger risk of falling masonry, do not attempt to enter castle”.
The next steps are to commission an Options Appraisal and Business Plan, together with launching an international
appeal to restore the tower in phases, but what can be achieved depends on what funds can be raised.
Option Appraisal and Business Plan (OA & BP) - These are required by Historic Scotland and also by professional
fund raisers. Preliminary enquiries indicate that the costs of this could be in the region of £10,000. A recent small
grant application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the costs of an OP & BP was unsuccessful, but the cost could be
covered by a loan from other clan accounts as has happened in the past.
International Fund Raising - An initial fund raising in the UK could be done for £4,800 and could be covered by the
Sorbie Tower Conservation Project Account. This would take about six months and what happens after that depends
on how much is raised at this stage.
Summary
To restore Sorbie Tower is a major undertaking and involves substantial preliminary costs. The feasibility Study has
so far cost £7,731, and with the OA & BP; together with preliminary fund raising, the total cost would be about
£20,000. This represents just 1% of a £2 million project.
It will be a year before we know whether the restoration can go ahead. In the meantime the tower is deteriorating
and we need to organise volunteers to cut and spray vegetation growing out of the walls.

!

Professor David Hannay (Chair, Sorbie Tower Sub-Committee); May 2014

10. Clan Goods
There were 24 orders placed this year. Clan Goods is a service to members, supplying tartan and special items.
It is now time to review how we sell our goods. Frank Lawler has carried out an extensive study on Clan goods,
which has been passed to Tommy Hanna and myself.
Janet Hannay, Keeper of the Tartan
I have investigated several businesses with no success. Eventually I contacted Scot Clans, who proved more helpful
and would be happy to work with us; offering discounts to Clan Society members on items purchased. They are
working on a new site that would allow Clan Societies to receive a percentage of sales. They also work closely with
the Council of Scottish Chiefs and are working on ways to improve the accuracy of emblazing items, many of which
are exclusive to Scottish clans. The percentage received is yet to be agreed. We need to ensure accountability and
encourage purchasers, that if they want the authentic article, to purchase it from this site.
Tommy Hanna, member of Clan Goods Committee
With regard to the ordering of kilts, Douglas outlined a scenario, which will be discussed by the Clan Goods
Committee before they report to the next Council meeting.
It was decided that the Clan Goods Committee be reduced; relieving Jeremy Hanna, Peter Balderstone Hanna and
Keith Hannay. Russell was asked to join the committee, which he accepted. The committee now standing is:
Frank Lawler – Chair, Douglas Hannah, Janet Hannay, Tommy Hanna and Russell Hannah.

!
!
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11. Newsletter
Firstly, I am pleased with way the last newsletter turned out, with no problems.
Thank you again to Jacquie and Harry; to Jacquie for her help with proof reading, getting it to the printers and
sending it out.
I am looking for something striking and punchy for the cover, as next year is a special year, being Sorbie Tower’s 50th
birthday. If anyone has old photographs that they can send to me, I would be very grateful.
It has been a steep learning curve for me, but I have really enjoyed doing it. Some of the research has proved very
interesting, for example I was quite amazed to discover that my late father had an involvement in the item about the
Princess Victoria disaster. He was a member of the crew of the Salveda tug, which unfortunately went too late to the
rescue.
Any items you may have that you would consider could be of interest for the newsletter, please send them to me. I
have also been picking up items; photographs that people have posted on Facebook, snippets about family histories
etc.
Janette Hannah, Newsletter Editor

! !

12. Overseas Reports!
Alabama Branch Report 2014
!

This year our membership remained steady at 19 Life members. This year we will hold our gathering the second
Saturday in June. Unfortunately, none of the Alabama branch will be able to attend the Clan Gathering in Scotland
this year. However, if things go as planned, some of us will be with you next year. Clan regards to you all.
Patti Hannah, Convenor, Alabama Branch

!

13. Nominations
The Constitution states that Officers of the Society are re-elected annually and Council Members are in situ for a four
year period.
We have a nomination for a successor to the late John Hanney, who was our Vice Convenor. Frederick Hannay, a
current Council member, has agreed to be nominated.

!

14. Election of Office Bearers and Council – and Appointment of Auditor
It was proposed and recommended that all the standing officers be re-elected on-mass. This was proposed by
Wendy Ronan and seconded by Chris Hannah.
Frederick Hannay’s appointment as Vice Convenor was proposed by David Hannay and seconded by Stephen
Hannah.

!

The Office Bearers now standing are:
Clan Chief
Vice Convenor
Treasurer
Clan Herald
Constable
Standard Bearer
Genealogist
Webmaster

!

Prof David R, Hannay
Frederick Hannay
Keith Hannay
Russell Hannah
David Hannah
Douglas Hannah
Keith Hanna
Frank Lawler

Convenor & Warden of Sorbie Tower
Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Keeper of the Tartan
Warden of Sorbie Tower
Clan Piper
Webmaster

Stephen Hanna
Jacquie Hannay
Janette Hannah
Janet Hannay
Wendy Ronan
David Hanna
Jamie Hanna

Two Council members have completed their four year term in office and are therefore due for retirement. Frederick
Hannay being one of these has now become Vice Convenor, and therefor is an ex-officio member of Council. John
Hannah was re-appointed as a Council member; proposed by David Hannay and seconded by Chris Hanna.
There were no new nominations for Council.
Patrick Playfair, our previous treasurer, has agreed to audit the accounts. Patrick’s appointment was proposed by
John Hannah and seconded by Janet Hannay.
Keith Hannay, Treasurer and Susan Napier, Clan member and Chartered Surveyor, were asked to sit on the Sorbie
Tower Sub-Committee. Both accepted the appointment.

!

15. Any Other Clan Business
•

•

•
•

A reminder was given on the existence of the London Group, which is organised by Frederick Hannay. Anyone
interested who lives in London or nearby and would like more information or would like to join any of the
events, please contact Frederick. fhannay@aol.com
!

!
!
!

Douglas has been in contact with Claire Flannagan, a High School pupil, whose father has been a
photographer for the Clan many times. Claire had to choose and complete an English presentation for her
course work and she picked the Clan Hannay Society. For this work she received a Grade A pass mark.
Douglas received a visit from some Mormons recently and one of them commented “Oh, you’re the guy that
sells the Hannay tartan”. They wanted a piece of Hannay tartan to take back to a Hanna in Salt Lake City. !

The Lowland Gathering takes place this year on the 31st August in Stranraer. Last year there were four bands
present; to date we have eight or possibly eleven taking part. The Clan will have a presence in a Clan tent, in
which Douglas will be providing refreshments. Last year Douglas personally supplied a Clan Hannay shield,
which is presented to a winning band.!

!
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•

!

Bannockburn takes place at the end of June – 28th, 29th and 30th. The Clan will not have a tent, but David and
Janet Hannay will be going to the Visitors’ Centre and attending the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs.!

•

Clan Secretary Jacquie receives many e-mails from members; particularly from overseas; who are visiting the area and pass
through Dumfries on their way to Sorbie. Along with husband Harry, they are always happy to extend
hospitality to members while they are in the area.!

!

•

Stephen Hanna reminded the meeting of the special Donations Book. Eligibility for entry into the book is by
donating £50 or more to the Sorbie Tower Conservation Project. A certificate of donation is also received,
which is signed by Stephen Hanna, Convenor and Chief David Hannay.!

!

•

!

Jacquie presented a Membership Pack to our newest member, Helena Bergman, who received her
membership as a gift from her Grandmother, Barbara Hannay Bergman, a member from West Virginia, USA.

!
!

16. Date of next Council Meeting
The date of the next Council Meeting is 11 October 2014, at Lockerbie.
17. Date of next AGM and Gathering
The AGM will be held on Saturday 30 May 2015 at Sorbie Tower.
John Baguley – (International Fundraising Consultancy) – Summary of Talk
John gave a brief background to the International Fundraising Consultancy, which operates in nine countries, over
three continents. Recently they have been working in the Balkans; in Montenegro, working on the restoration of
some of the Ottoman Empire forts, the restoration of viaducts in Macedonia and various other places.
They offer a full range of services, including fundraising management and communications. They follow the codes of
practice of various institutions; The Institute of Fundraising in the UK and the American Association of Fundraising
Professionals. They received The Institute of Fundraising Award for the years 2013 and 2014, for best strategic and
fundraising consultancy.
Sorbie Tower is a tower in line with the other kinds of activities undertaken, and they understand the range of
fundraising techniques used to bring money in. A difficulty is that their fees are normally considerably higher than
what the Clan could afford. John had therefore been looking at ways to begin on a small scale and so reduce costs.
With a capital appeal such as this, one of the key ground rules is that any money raised can be used for the
fundraising process of the appeal, so that all our costs would eventually be repaid from the appeal itself. If too much
money is collected, this can be used for clan purposes, or if for any reason the appeal fails and too little money is
raised, this can also be used for clan purposes and does not have to be returned to the people or institutions that
have donated, so there are safeguards in place. They look at an Acceptance of Funds Policy, making sure that if
anybody gives money and the source is not acceptable to all members of the organisation, they have a policy to refer
to which makes things easier to resolve.
In conclusion John said that he considered that the chances of restoring Sorbie Tower are very strong. We have
made a very professional start with good foundations. It is an attractive and interesting thing to do, for those with the
name; Hannay, Hannah, Hanna and Hanney. He said that it will take time, as it is a very challenging task, it
won’t be easy, but it is entirely possible.
AGENDA - FOR 2015
The Clan Hannay Society Annual General Meeting – Saturday - 30th May 2015
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Present, Apologies and Obituaries
Approval of 2014 minutes
Matters Arising
Convenor’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Constable’s Report
Webmasters’ Report
Sorbie Tower

10. Clan Goods
11. Newsletter
12. Overseas Reports
13. Nominations
14. Election of Office Bearers and Council
and Appointment of Auditor
15. Any Other Clan Business
16. Date of next Council Meeting
17. Date of next AGM and Gathering

!!
The Clan Hannay Society - The Objects for which the Society was formed are:
!To promote and strengthen a mutual interest and fellowship throughout the world

between all persons bearing the Family Name of Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney
and their relatives.

!To preserve for all time as a Clan possession Sorbie Tower and grounds, the ancient
stronghold of the Clan in Galloway.
!To collect and preserve records, relics and traditions of the Clan for mutual benefit.
!
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OFFICE BEARERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
Chief
Professor David R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland

Convenor
Stephen Hanna
Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BE, Scotland
e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Treasurer
Keith Hannay
17 Barnton Avenue, Edinburgh,
EH4 6AJ, Scotland
e-mail: kphannay@corramore.co.uk

Secretary
Mrs Jacquie Hannay
5 Picket Cross, Bankend Road, Dumfries,
DG1 4AH, Scotland
e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

Vice Convenor
Frederick Hannay
28 Cleveleys Road, Clapton, London,
E5 9JN, England
e-mail: fhannay@aol.com

Keeper of the Tartan
Mrs Janet R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland

Newsletter Editor
Mrs Janette Hannah
7 Whitehill Road, Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland
e-mail: janettehannah@talktalk.net

Constable of Sorbie Tower
David Hannah
Tigh na Cnoc, Ardgay Hill, Ardgay, Sutherland,
IV24 3DH, Scotland
e-mail: tnc24@tiscali.co.uk

Herald
Russell Hannah
7 Whitehill Road, Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland

Piper
David Hanna
62 Main Street, Scarva, County Down,
BT63 6LT, Northern Ireland

Standard Bearer
Douglas Hannah
43 Garrick Drive, Ailsa Gate, Stranraer,
DG9 7FH, Scotland

Genealogist
Keith Hanna
31 Keswick Avenue, Merton Park, London,
SW19 3JE, England
e-mail: postmaster@kdehannaithe.plus.com

!

Wardens of Sorbie Tower
Mrs Wendy Ronan
7 South Crescent, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BQ, Scotland

Stephen Hanna
Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BE, Scotland
e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Webmasters
Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna
To contact Clan Hannay by internet / e-mail, log onto the official Clan Hannay website - www.clanhannay.com
SORBIE TOWER RESTORATION COMMITTEE
Chair ………..…….Chief
Secretary …….…. Constable
Treasurer …….…. Clan Herald

!

!
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Professor David Hannay
David Hannah
Russell Hannah

Committee Member … Convenor & Warden
Committee Member … Warden
Committee Member … Keith Hannay
Committee Member … Susan Napier

Stephen Hanna
Wendy Ronan

COUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY

Appointed

Name

Due to Retire

2011

Harry Hannay
Ian Wort
Desmond Hanna
Mark Hanna

(Dumfries)
(Isle of Whithorn)
(Bangor, N I)
(Virginia, USA)

2012

Ian Hanney

(Nottingham)

2013

Tommy Hanna
Dennis Holmes

(Glasgow)
(West Sussex)

Peter Balderstone Hanna

(Cambridge)

2014

John Hannah

(Paisley)

Frederick Hannay

(London)

Branch Convenor &
Contacts

Alabama –
Convenor
Patricia Hannah

Honorary
Councillors:

Will Hanna
Patrick Playfair

Leonard Hanney
Hilda Hanney
Jo Hannah
Wolfgang Bergman

(Nottingham)
(Nottingham)
(Paisley)
(London)

2016

Canada – Contact
Clan East – Contact
Maj. General James Hanna Bill Haynes
(Northern Ireland)
(Roxburghshire)

2015

Dorothea Hannah

2017
2018
Clan West – Contact
Verl Hannah

(South Lanarkshire)
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Obituary - Fred Hannah
The following is a copy of the obituary by the funeral home in Texas.
Frederic Alexander Hannah, Jr., 87 , passed away October 10, 2014 in Austin, Texas.
He was born Frederic A. Hannah, Jr. on August 28, 1927 to Frederic A. Hannah, Sr. and Mary Elizabeth Cocreham in Dallas, Texas. He was
preceded in death by his parents and a sister Mary Smyre Brigham.

!

He is survived by his beloved wife of 65 years, Elgene Hannah, son Fred, son Steven, daughter Michelle Cummings and husband Robert.
Also, a granddaughter, Hannah Cummings, grandson Austin Cummings, one niece Katherine Smyre Potter and husband Jerry Potter, along
with nephews, Brent and wife Brenda Bartell and Brandon Bartell. He had countless friends that he considered family.

!

Fred was raised in Houston and Kerrville, had a 30 year career in the US military, was in the US Navy in World War II, served in the Air Force
during the Korean War and flew missions in Vietnam. He was the Traffic Control Chief, Communications Officer at Bergstrom AFB and the
ranch while LBJ was president. He was very active in his church and in community organizations. He held numerous positions in the Parker
Lane United Methodist Church, the South Austin Civic Club, Daedaliens, and the American Legion, Post 326. He had a private pilot’s license
until age 73, soloed in a float plane in 1999 and soaring at age 75.

!

Fred lived life with zest and an energy that many found irresistible. Fred had a kind soul that would hug you with a hello. He was a genuine
Christian and lived with a moral compass that lead him where ever he went. He was a wonderful parent and taught by the best technique, how
he lived his life.

!
!!
!!

Without saying, Fred loved his country, his church, his family, his friends, his dogs, and, most of all, his Lord. All who knew him knew he was
the real deal and a special man. We already miss him.
Thank you to Patti Hannah for sending this obituary

Stranraer’s Lowland Gathering
Last year Douglas Hannah arranged for a trophy to be made for the Clan to present at the Stranraer Lowland Gathering Pipe Band
Competition. The shield was won this year by Gilnahirk Pipe Band (Grade 4B) from Belfast. Northern Ireland. The band was originally formed
by men returning from the great war in 1919 and it is one of the few remaining pipe bands in Belfast. For those with an interest in tartans the
band wears the Macduff. A photograph of the Pipe Major accepting the trophy is on the back page along with one of the band.

!
!
!
!

Manx Visitors
Douglas and Wendy had a good day at Sorbie Tower recently where they met a party from the Isle of Man Historical Society who were shown
around the grounds and learned something of the tower’s history and present status. The group seem to have enjoyed the experience and
gave a donation before they left. They were also joined by five other visitors who just happened to turn up and a spaniel dog called Bob.
The Old Place of Sorbie
Now that there is a possibility of restoring Sorbie Tower, it is interesting to look back at what it was like when lived in. It was built in the 16th
century, to replace an earlier wooden building on an adjacent motte. The tower was on raised ground surrounded by marshy land which
provided defence against surprise attack in the turbulent times. Disputes led to much of the Sorbie lands being sold during the 17th century to
the Agnews and then to the Stewarts.

!
!

There would have been outbuildings which do not remain, but there is a cobbled courtyard and roadway leading into the surrounding wood,
where there is a well with underground conduit supplying water to a cistern in the tower.
In the Book of Galloway printed in 1745, there is a description of a visit to the Old Place of Sorbie, “where the walls were covered in ivy and the
noise of knocking on the great oaken doors studded with nails startled flocks of birds from their eyrie in the bartizan.” The door was opened by
Brigadier John Stewart who was the last inhabitant of Sorbie. By then an old man, he had been a member of the last Scots parliament and
then the first MP for Wigtownshire in the Westminster parliament of 1707.

!

The visitors were “ led up the great stone staircase to an apartment where everything bespoke extreme antiquity, from the massive oaken roof
down to the high-backed chairs with which it was furnished. there were leathern hangings on each side of an iron grated window and a few
portraits”. These were of Gavin Dunbar (Lord Chancellor of Scotland), the Earl of Galloway (Privy Councillor to James VI), Alexander Stewart
of Garlies (killed at Flodden) and some family miniatures.

!

When the visitors left they were accompanied by the Brigadier’s servant, John Hannay, who had been drinking. He said that he had been there
before his employer, with whom he did not get on, and would be there after him. This was prophetic in terms of the family name, which
returned to Sorbie over two hundred years later when the tower was donated to the Clan Hannay Society in 1965. In the meantime the main
branch of the Hannays of Sorbie had acquired land across Wigtown Bay at Kirkdale.
David R Hannay Oct. 2014
The London Group - The group
photo on the left was taken at a
trip to see the stage play version
of John Buchan’s famous novel
about Richard Hannay, The 39
Steps.
Contact Frederick Hannay, Vice
Convenor, for information about
get togethers in the London area.
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LET’S CELEBRATE !

Join us at the 2015 Gathering, which marks the 50th Anniversary of our ancestral

!
!

home, Sorbie Tower, being gifted to the Clan Hannay Society
We want to make this a really memorable occasion

We are planning an extended Gathering – a four day event which will centre around the Tower grounds
Enjoy the experience, the scenery, the atmosphere, the camaraderie, the activities and much more

!

Meet your fellow Clan members from all over the world
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM

Book
your place
at this
extraMEETING
special event
now!GATHERING
CLAN HANNAY
SOCIETY
– ANNUAL
GENERAL
AND CLAN
st
Wednesday 27 May to Sunday 31 May 2015 –Sorbie Tower, Galloway
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM

Costs are in Pounds Sterling only
CLAN HANNAY
– ANNUAL
GENERAL
AND CLAN GATHERING
Wednesday – Convenor’s
Cycle - ASOCIETY
ride round
the Machars
– RouteMEETING
to be confirmed
Bike hire £18 per person
st
Coffee/lunch
stop, then
SorbietoTower
for 31
afternoon
tea –Sorbie
OPENTower,
TO ALL Galloway
X
Total: £
Wednesday
27 May
Sunday
May 2015
- Machars Lions Club - Bingo and Raffle Night – In aid of Tower funds
Costs are in Pounds Sterling only
Sorbie Tower
Marquee
OPEN TO ALL
Wednesday – Convenor’s
Cycle
- A ride round the Machars – Route to be confirmed
Bike hire £18 per person
Thursday - Coffee/lunch
School groupsstop,
at Sorbie
TowerTower
Marquee
- Educational
then Sorbie
for afternoon
tea Package
OPEN TO ALL X
Total: £
- Machars
Tour of the
Machars
Withand
lunch
stop.Night
Route– to
Lions
Club - –Bingo
Raffle
In be
aidconfirmed
of Tower funds
To be confirmed
MEMBERS AND ACCOMPANYING
GUESTS
Sorbie Tower Marquee
OPEN
TO ALL
Night groups
of Talksat– Sorbie
Focusing
on; Local
History,
GenealogyPackage
and the
Thursday - ASchool
Tower
Marquee
- Educational
restoration
of Barholm
Caste.
To be
confirmed.
- Tour
of the Machars
– With
lunch
stop.
Route to be confirmed
To be confirmed
Sorbie Tower Marquee
OPEN
TO ALL
MEMBERS AND ACCOMPANYING
GUESTS
Friday
-A
School
groups
at
Sorbie
Tower
Marquee
Educational
Package
Night of Talks – Focusing on; Local History, Genealogy and the
- restoration
Clan Boat Race
- Garlieston
Boat hire £5 per person
of Barholm
Caste.Harbour
To be confirmed.
Time
be confirmed
OPEN TO ALL
X
Total: £
SorbietoTower
Marquee
Friday Night
Event
- Details
to be -confirmed.
Friday
-- School
groupsSpecial
at Sorbie
Tower
Marquee
Educational Package
To be confirmed
Tower
Marquee
OPEN TO ALL
- Sorbie
Clan Boat
Race
- Garlieston Harbour
Boat hire £5 per person
Saturday
- 10.30
hrsbefor
11.00 hrs - Annual General Meeting
Time to
confirmed
OPEN TO ALL
X
Total: £
Marquee
MEMBERS
AND ACCOMANYING GUESTS
- Sorbie
Friday Tower
Night Special
Event - Details
to be confirmed.
To be confirmed
- Sorbie
13.00 hrs
- Buffet
Lunch following AGM
£7.50 each
Tower
Marquee
OPEN TO ALL
Sorbiehrs
Tower
Marquee
AND ACCOMANYING GUESTS
X
Total: £
Saturday
- 10.30
for 11.00
hrs - Annual MEMBERS
General Meeting
- Sorbie
15.00 hrs.
Clan
Gathering - Piping
in of the AND
colours
Tower
Marquee
MEMBERS
ACCOMANYING GUESTS
Sorbiehrs
Tower
OPEN TO ALL
- 13.00
- Buffet Lunch following AGM
£7.50 each
- 18.30
for 19.00
hrs prompt. MEMBERS
Clan Hannay
‘Homecoming’
Dinner
Dance X
Sorbiehrs
Tower
Marquee
AND
ACCOMANYING
GUESTS
Total: £
£ 27.50 each
Placeshrs.
limited
Book early!
- 15.00
Clan–Gathering
- Piping in of the colours
X
Total: £
Sorbie Tower Marquee
MEMBERS AND ACCOMANYING
OPENGUESTS
TO ALL
Sunday
12 noon
Picnic
(BringClan
yourHannay
Own) and
Clan games Dinner Dance
-- 18.30
hrsonwards
for 19.00- hrs
prompt.
‘Homecoming’
£ 27.50 each
Donations
for games
Places limited
– Bookwelcome.
early!
X
Total: £
Sorbie Tower Marquee
OPEN TO AND
ALL –ACCOMANYING
ADULTS AND CHILDREN
MEMBERS
GUESTS
Sunday
- 12 noon onwards - Picnic (Bring your Own) and Clan games
TOTAL £
Donations for games welcome.
Sorbie Tower
OPEN TO ALL – ADULTS AND CHILDREN

We encourage people to bring family and friends to help celebrate this historic year
TOTAL £
Some camping available on site

returnpeople
by 1stto
May,
with
full and
names
and addresses
of all those
WePlease
encourage
bring
family
friends
to help celebrate
this attending
historic year
Some camping available on site
Please complete Payment Slip on Page 17 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address
quoted. (Please
note return
- confirmation
thatwith
payment
has been
mustof
accompany
the booking form)
Please
by 1st May,
full names
andmade
addresses
all those attending
Please(s)
complete
this completed form to the appropriate address
Name
of thosePayment
attendingSlip on Page 17 and send with
Address
quoted. (Please note - confirmation that payment has been made must accompany the booking form)
Name (s) of those attending

Address

Post / ZIP Code
Country

For information on accommodation, transport, places to eat and visitor attractions go to the Visit Scotland
Postto
/ ZIP
Code this special year. Some camping
website. We encourage people to bring family and friends
celebrate
Country
available on site. Contact Stephen Hanna to arrange this as space will be limited.
14
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Friends of Sorbie Tower
For a £50 minimum donation you can have your name or that of a loved one, entered in beautiful
calligraphy in the leather bound book of friends. Contact Stephen Hanna for details.

!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

!

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
or, if you are already a member, to enrol someone else as a gift
Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)

!

!
!

Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members
Life Membership - £150

Annual Membership - £25

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 17
and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

!!
!!

!!
!!
!!
!

Full Name

Address

Telephone No:

Post / Zip Code
Country

e-mail address::

!
!

£

Please indicate membership chosen by ticking the box
Life Membership

!

$

Annual Membership !

(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)
If your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or
lineage

!

If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form. You can also send it to family, relatives, or
Hannay / Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.

!

Calendar

Last year Stephen produced a clan calendar which has been popular. If you have any photographs of Sorbie Tower, the
Galloway region or clan events, send them to:
Ian Hanney - email address - stagestruck42@hotmail.com

!!
!
!
!
!

Sweet Sorbie Tower

Well folks, the man who knows everyone has done it again. Douglas Hannah, with the help of a master baker. has arranged a
birthday cake for the tower. It will be a replica of Sorbie Tower and will be one cake we won’t want to eat!
Music

It has been agreed that it would be good to have the sheet music for ‘The Hannays Return to Sorbie’ available on the Facebook
page.
Dance:

A new Scottish Country Dance has been choreographed with the help of Gearóid Ó Hannaidh It has been accepted by the
Scottish Country Dancing Society and has still to be tested. It is danced to the tune 'The Hannay’s Return To Sorbie'.

!!
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Description of Items for Sale – Order Form - 2014 - 2015
(All prices include postage and packing)

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 17 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

!
!
!

Name

Clan Membership Number

Address

Date of Order

!!

Telephone Number
e-mail

Post / ZIP Code
Country

AUTHENTIC CLAN HANNAY GOODS

UK only
£

Europe &
Overseas
£

1

Tartan
Material

54” wide – Heavy Weight, for heavier kilts (per yard)

46.00

50.00

2

Tartan
Material

54” wide - Medium Weight, suitable for kilts, skirts or jackets
(per yard)

41.00

46.00

3

Tartan Tie

3” wide in Hannay tartan, fully lined

15.50

17.50

4

Wall Plaque

Mahogany shield approx. 7” by 8” with Clan Crest and Motto,
Mounted on tartan
Name Tabs available: Hannay, Hannah, Hanna, Hanney
versions

44.00

50.00

5

Silver Brooch

1” diameter, in the form of the traditional Clan Crest

37.50

41.00

6

Cap Badge

1.5” diameter, in polished metal
suitable for Balmoral or Glengarry cap, style as Brooch

14.50

15.50

7

Coloured Print

Print of painting of Sorbie Tower by Sheila Hannah 15” by 12”

14.00

16.00

8

Letter Cards

Ten letter cards from a water colour of Sorbie Tower

8.50

10.50

9

‘The Hannays
of Sorbie’ by
Stewart
Francis

The 3rd paperback edition of this book is a definitive work on
the origins and history of the family and of the many branches
(Scottish and Overseas) descended from Sorbie
(REDUCED)

11.00

18.00

Small crest in blue and silver enamel, for tie or lapel pin

5.00

5.50

History of Clan Hannay Society and Sorbie Tower (REDUCED)
(Please specify which format when you order
- PAL for UK, Europe and Australia
or NTSC for USA and Canada)

6.00

9.00

10 Lapel Badge
Clan DVD
11

Quantity

Value
£

TOTAL AMOUNT =

Carol Churchman, kilt maker at Galloway Kilts, The Kiosk, Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2RH
makes kilts using authentic Hannay Tartan.Tel: 01557 814048 e-mail: gallowaykilts@gmail.com
A wider range of Clan Goods can be ordered online from www.scotclans.com who will give a 5%
discount to members of the Clan Hannay Society using the voucher code HANNAY14. (All one
word). Clan goods have been approved by the Clan Herald and 10% of sales will be donated to the
Clan Hannay Socety.

!
!•
!•
!•
!•

DON’T FORGET TO USE EASYFUNDRAISING WHEN MAKING ONLINE PURCHASES WITH OTHER COMPANIES
UNFORTUNATELY THIS IS ONLY AVAILABLE IN THE UK

16

Go to easyfundraising.org.uk and set up your account.
When making purchases from online stores go to easyfundraing.org.uk first.
Select your store and make your purchase as usual.
After your purchase the company will give you a cash reward which will go directly into the Clan
Hannay account.

!16

!

METHODS OF PAYMENT
Bank Details:

!

Full name & Address of Bank

Account Name: Clan Hannay Society

Bank of Scotland
8/9 The Square
Kelso
TD5 7HG

Sort Code:
Account No:

80-16-57
00130218

Methods of payment:

Cheque or Bank Draft made payable to: The Clan Hannay Society

!
!

PayPal is available online for purchases, membership and donations
- visit www.clanhannay.com

Please send your completed form and payment to the appropriate address below
Membership /
AGM Registration
Mrs Jacquie Hannay
Secretary
The Clan Hannay Society
5 Picket Cross
Bankend Road
Dumfries
DG1 4AH

!

e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

Clan Goods

!

Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund

Mrs Janet Hannay
The Keeper of the Tartan.
The Clan Hannay Society
Cuddyfield
Carsluith
Newton Stewart
Wigtownshire
DG8 7DS

!

Mr Stephen Hanna
Convenor
The Clan Hannay Society
Bayview
4 Culderry Row
Garlieston
Wigtownshire
DG8 8BE

!

e-mail: jmrhannay@gmail.com

Or, if in North America
Completed forms and payment
( In US / Canadian dollars – at the current exchange rate )

for any of the above, can be sent to:
Mr Jamie Hanna
411 Trafalgar Road
Oakville
Ontario
Canada
L6J 3H8

!
!
!
!

!

e-mail: sphcb@aol,com

Donations to:
The Clan Hannay Society
The Sorbie Tower Conservation Project
The Clan Hannay Society and Donald Hannah
Memorial Trust
can be included with, and sent to, any of these
persons.

!

e-mail: info@clanhannay.com

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

PAYMENT SLIP
Method of Payment – Please tick as appropriate
Cheque

Bank Draft

Payment has been sent to:
Mrs Jacquie Hannay

Mrs Janet Hannay

Mr Stephen Hanna

Mr Jamie Hanna

Membership

£/$

AGM Registration

£/$

Clan Goods

£/$

Donation to: The Clan Hannay Society

£/$

Donation to: The Clan Hannay Society and Donald C Hannah Memorial Trust

£/$

Donation to: The Sorbie Tower Conservation Project

£/$

TOTAL

£/$

!

FIND A FIVER
One of our members, Robert Hannah, pro-actively suggested to the 800 plus people on our Facebook page that
everyone could probably afford to give a fiver to the Restoration Fund. I think we could take this a stage further and ask
all members to give £5.00 (or equivalent) AND ask one other member of their family to do the same. You can send your
fiver (or equivalent) to the treasurer via Paypal.

!!
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OBITUARY - JOHN HANNEY
John was born in Manchester on 25 October 1931, the second of three children. His mother Muriel
came from near Swansea, South Wales and her maiden name was Hanney. John’s father, Eric,
originally from Sheffield, South Yorkshire was an Electrical Engineer and his job took the family first
to Chesterfield and then to Coventry in 1939, where Eric became the Head of Electrical Engineering
at what is now Coventry University. He was also an air raid warden during the Second World War
during the Blitz of Coventry.

!

John cycled to primary school in Coventry as a child. One of the journeys back from school was
rather eventful, as on his return home, he reported correctly that he had seen a Fokker-Wolf fighter
strafing the railway line he had just crossed.
John moved on to Warwick School, where he showed considerable sporting talent. Outgoing and
sociable, he always took a warm and lively interest in those around him, but was generally
reluctant to put himself in the limelight. A rare exception to this was on the rugby field, where his
achievements on one occasion found their way into the local press:

!
!

“Warwick School avenged a defeat inflicted on them twelve months ago when, on Saturday, they
won the annual match against the Old Warwickian Club by 11 points to 8 points. The score at halftime was 11 points to 5 points in favour of the school, who had Hanney to thank for their lead. His accurate goal kicking was remarkable and
worthy of the highest praise.” He was carried off the field shoulder-high at the end of the match.
John left school and joined the Merchant Navy as a midshipman in the Blue Funnel Line. During the course of a long and distinguished career
he travelled to many parts of the world and had many interesting experiences, including encounters with pirates and a series of trips to
Australia during construction of the Sydney Opera House. In 1982 the ship on which he was serving came across Argentinean vessels, which
subsequently turned out to be the invasion force making its way to the Falkland Islands.

!
!

He returned from each voyage with a wealth of entertaining stories as well as exotic gifts for the family, including beautifully carved pieces of
furniture, costume dolls, jars of ginger from China and even fresh pomelos.
John’s exceptional skills as a mariner and quiet air of authority marked him out as a leader, and he rose through the ranks until he obtained his
Master’s Certificate. Son Mark (AKA Peter) recalls his characteristically ambitious interpretation of “Bring your child to work day,” when his dad
took him across the Atlantic for a month on bulk carrier MV Nordic Patriot. The crew held John in the highest regard, describing him as “a very
good man.”

!

Family was extremely important to John. In 1961 he married Dorothy Thornley and in 1963 John and Dorothy’s only child Peter Mark was
born; they moved to Formby in 1965 to be closer to the port of Liverpool. John’s job took him for long periods away but he wrote many letters
back and retained strong links with home and loved ones. More recently, grandchildren James and Ruth were a great delight to him, and
extended family get-togethers were always a source of pleasure.

!

He and Dorothy attended Holy Trinity Church in Formby for many years and, following his retirement, John gave much support to people in the
local community through pastoral visiting. He also took a keen interest in the Dove Trust Youth Centre, serving on the committee for several
years. In a reference he wrote for a friend, John described himself as follows:
“I am a retired Ship Master, and throughout my career I met people of all ages, creeds and nationalities worldwide. In 1987 I inaugurated a
Care-in-the-Community project which I managed within the health service for two years. I personally interviewed every applicant and 45-50
people were employed at any one time, who gave respite care to the carers of housebound people. I carry out voluntary work in the
community including bereavement counselling through church connections.”

!

John maintained links with his sea-going days through membership of several retired seafarers‘ organisations, including The Ocean
Nestorians, Mersey Master Mariners, The Glen McGregor Association and The Sea Urchins. “Friendship through service,” the motto of The
Ocean Nestorians, applied particularly well to John. Between all these activities he also found time for walking in the hills, another lifelong
passion, and was Chairman of the Holy Trinity Fell Walking Club for many years.

!

John took an active role in the Clan for many years and always attended the Clan activities when he could. It was with great sadness that he
was unable to attend the 2013 Clan Gathering, but at the time he was recovering from a course of chemotherapy in Southport Hospital. John
had booked the whole family into a hotel for the gathering but had to cancel. John contracted leukaemia and was offered a place in a word
wide trial of new treatments for the disease. The trials were successful in one way in that the leukaemia was cured, however due to him being
very weak after the treatment and also contracting fibrosis, he passed away peacefully from pneumonia on the afternoon of Tuesday
December 3rd 2013.

!
!!
!
!

All those who knew John share not only a sense of great loss, but also many happy memories of a life well and generously lived.
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This article was kindly submitted by John’s son Peter Hanney
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A selection of
photographs from the
fun-filled gathering
May 2014. Why not join
us for an even better
weekend in 2015 to
celebrate our 50 years
of caring for Sorbie.

!

Above, Gilnahirk Pipe Band from Belfast Northern Ireland accepting the Clan Hannay Shield.
Pipe Major Carson Tate received the plaque on behalf of the band at the Stranraer Lowland
Gathering.
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OBITUARY - EVELYN MCARTHUR

!

Evelyn McArthur was the daughter of Alexander Hannah, a ship broker in
Leith, who was a founder member of the Clan Hannay Society. When he died
in 1967, Evelyn took his place on the clan council. The first secretary of the
society, Alexander, of Woking, was a first cousin; and the first treasurer,
Donald Hannah of Edinburgh, was her third cousin. From 1992 until 1999,
Evelyn was secretary of the society, and continued as membership secretary
until 2008. During this time she organised the annual clan gatherings at Sorbie
in Wigtownshire, kept minutes of meetings, wrote reports on clan events, and
maintained a list of international members, many of whom she got to know
personally. She did not have a computer but kept meticulous records, which,
with her memory for names and places, made her a key figure in a growing
society with members all over the world. In this she was helped by her
husband Joe, who was an heraldic artist, which showed in the beautiful hand
written labels he wrote for clan gatherings. Joe ran a family firm of interior
decorators and was a bomber pilot in South East Asia during the war. Evelyn,
who had trained at the Royal Conservatory of Music in London, was a music
teacher in Edinburgh, a talented artist and a member of the Holyrood Art
Club. In 2009 Evelyn and Joe celebrated their Diamond Jubilee when they
were both 87 and were presented with a quaich at a clan dinner in Edinburgh at the time of the Homecoming Gathering. Evelyn was
predeceased by her husband and latterly was in a care home where she continued to take a lively interest in the clan and its members, for
whom she had done so much. She is survived by a daughter and two granddaughters.
D. R. Hannay Oct 2014

On the left
WC ‘Buddy’
Hannah with
the late
Fred Hannah,
(centre) whose
obituary is on
page 13 and
David R. Hannay,
Clan Chief.

John Hannah and helpers sorting
out the Chinese Raffle at the
Gathering Dinner Dance.

Above and right. Everyone enjoys the dancing at the
Saturday evening event. Helena Bergman is becoming quite
an expert and has been teaching her young brother Gilly.
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