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   Message from the Chief

This year I attended a memorial service year on behalf of the Clan at St Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, to 
commemorate the five hundredth anniversary of the battle of Flodden and to celebrate 500 years of the 
Scottish Soldier. At Flodden in Northumberland, the invading army of James 1V was defeated by the army of 
Henry V111 under the Earl of Surrey. James 1V was killed, as were many of the leading men in Scotland, 
including Donald Hannay of Sorbie who was the grandfather of the poet Patrick Hannay of Kirkdale. 

In the 18th century, the Hannays are described as “A family which has dealt many blows in times of war from 
Flodden field to the Gates of Rhodes, and for some such service bore heraldic device of a crescent and a 
fitched cross”. This was the origin of the clan crest.

During the year, the clan had a tent at the Lowland Gathering in Stranraer, which had restarted as a pipe band 
competition. It is 24 years since the Scottish and British championships were held in Stranraer. 

As part of the feasibility study for restoring Sorbie Tower, a Conservation Management Plan has been prepared 
and a Condition Survey of the building has been carried out. 

This year was also our fiftieth wedding anniversary, which we celebrated with a weekend away with the family, 
numbering 16 in all, including eight grandchildren.

David R. Hannay.  Oct. 2013
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Jo Hannah (left) and Sandra Hanna feeding the masses.
Jo has been doing the catering for our lunches for many 
years now and does an amazing job. Thank you Jo.

The ‘youngsters’ (some younger than others) having fun 
in the water at Garlieston. Helena and William (Gill) 
Bergman and Kyle (Kye) Hanna.

Members gathered 
at the Tower, once 
again in beautiful 
sunshine. It’s good 
to have the 
younger members 
to come up 
through the ranks 
with us. Maybe 
one day one of 
them - or all - will 
be members of 
Council.

Pictured on the left is the hand bound 
leather book which contains the names 
of those who have donated £50.00 or 
over to the Sorbie Tower Restoration 
Fund.

The entries are hand written by a 
professional calligrapher and the book 
will be a legacy for Hannays in the 
future, showing a concrete link between 
the generosity of Clan Members and, in 
the longer term, the improvements 
which will be made to Sorbie Tower 
using these donations.

Contact Stephen Hanna for further 
information.

The Clan Hannay Society - The Objects for which the Society was formed are:-

• To promote and strengthen a mutual interest and fellowship throughout the world between all 
persons bearing the family name of Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney and their relatives.

• To collect and preserve records, relics and traditions of the Clan for mutual benefit.
• To preserve for all time as a Clan possession Sorbie Tower and grounds, the ancient 

stronghold of the Clan in Galloway.
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CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 25 May 2013 – 11.00am

Garlieston Village Hall

1. Present

Professor David R Hannay, Carsluith, Scotland  Mrs Janet R Hannay, Carsluith, Scotland
Stephen Hanna, Garlieston, Scotland   Frank Lawler, Seattle, USA
David Hannah, Sutherland, Scotland   Patricia Hannah, Sutherland, Scotland
Harry Hannay, Dumfries, Scotland    Jacquie Hannay, Dumfries, Scotland
Phyllis Weston, Dumfries, Scotland    John Bassett, Surbiton, England
Russell Hannah, West Lothian, Scotland   Janette Hannah, West Lothian, Scotland
John Hannah, Paisley, Scotland    Jo Hannah, Paisley, Scotland
Len Hanney, Nottingham, England    Hilda Hanney, Nottingham, England
Ian Hanney, Nottingham, England    Wendy Hanney, Nottingham, England
Frederick Hannay, London, England                 Lynn Hannay, London, England
Tommy Hanna, Glasgow, England    Sandra Hanna, Glasgow, England
Keith Hannay, Edinburgh, Scotland    David Hanna, County Down, Northern Ireland
Douglas Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland   Kharen Hannah, Stranraer, Scotland
Rev Desmond Hanna, County Down, Northern Ireland  Josh McCready, Bangor, Northern Ireland
Peter Balderstone-Hanna, Cambridge, England  Wendy Ronan, Garlieston, Scotland
Marion Green, Dumfries, Scotland    Michael Green, Dumfries, Scotland
Kyle Hanna, New York, USA    Polly Hanna, New York, USA
Barbara Hannay Bergman, West Virginia, USA  Roland Bergman, West Virginia, USA
Wolfgang Bergman, London, England   Helena Bergman, London, England
William (Gill) Bergman, London, England   Jeremy Hanna, Berkshire, England
Andrea Hanna, Berkshire, England    Gwendolyn Hanna, Berkshire, England
Lily Dougan, Prestwick, Scotland    Tom Dougan, Prestwick, Scotland

Apologies
Apologies have been received from:

John Hanney, Council Member from Liverpool, England             Curtis Hannay, Clan Member from Colorado, USA
Evelyn McArthur, Council Member from Edinburgh, Scotland     Chris Hanna, Clan Member from Garlieston
Mark Hanna, Council Member from West Virginia, USA

Obituaries
Sadly there are several obituaries to report since last year’s AGM.  We are especially grateful to relatives who pass this 
information on to us.  Condolences are expressed to the families of these Clan members:

794 L.   Mrs Susan Jones      Carmarthen     Wales
1152 L. Mr Frank Ashcroft    Yorkshire  England
907 L.     Mr Shirley William Brown  California  USA
669 L.   Mrs Joan Hanney Theobald Illinois    USA
64 L.  Mrs Dorothy Tonchich  Quebec   Canada
350 L.  Mrs Isobel Hunting  Surrey    England
348 L.  Mrs R G Lincoln   New South Wales  Australia
 
2. Approval of 2012 Minutes
Approval was proposed by Janet Hannay and seconded by Wolfgang Bergman.

3. Matters Arising from 2012 Minutes
There were no matters arising.

4. Convenor’s Report

This has been an exciting year for me, with many things going on in the Society.  
Forty six pupils from Wigtown Primary School, accompanied by their teachers and helpers, came to Sorbie Tower, dressed up for 
the occasion.  We were blessed with really good weather.  The day included some poetry, storytelling, re-enactment and tours 
conducted by myself.  I had made a new category of Friends of Sorbie Tower; namely ‘Junior Friends of Sorbie Tower’.  A 
certificate was produced for those present.  After Chief David had given a rendition on his pipes, a presentation was made by the 
children of a cheque for £20.  This money had been raised by the children themselves, through a cake sale.

Sorbie was recently visited by members of the Scottish Castles Association, which consists of forty owners of castles and ruins 
from all over Scotland.  It was very interesting to give them a tour of Sorbie Tower.  They made a very generous donation of £80 
towards our restoration, along with a nice leather plaque.

We had a great time at the first Hannay wedding which took place at the Gathering last year; combined with the 50th Anniversary 
of the Clan Hannay Society.  The organisation of weddings involves a considerable amount of work, and so we have approached 
Crystal Weddings of Stranraer, who will take over the arrangements for future weddings held at the Tower.  Janette has designed 
a flier advertising Sorbie Tower as a wedding venue.  We hope that weddings will prove to be a good source of income for the 
Society.  

The Donations Book – ‘Friends of Sorbie Tower’, is taken to London on a regular basis for the additional names of anyone 
donating to be included.  Donations towards Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund, which are £50 or over, qualify for inclusion in the 
book.    This is a Historic document and one day, when the Tower is restored, the book will be stored within for all time.

All our Committee members are doing a fantastic job, and the Society is in a really strong position.

Stephen Hanna – Convenor
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5. Secretary’s Report
We have had a good number of new memberships this year, with Internet and Facebook certainly being attributable to our 
success.  More members are registering for the Clan Hannay Members’ section of the website and there is a greater interest in 
the Society generally.   
                                                                                                                   
The breakdown of new members since the last AGM is:

Total Membership breakdown by Life / Annual / Honorary:

Jacquie Hannay – Secretary

6. Treasurer’s Report
This is the first report since I took over as Treasurer from Patrick Playfair in February 2013.  I would like to thank him on behalf of 
the membership for his ten years of service and personally for the assistance he provided in the handover.
The accounts for the year to 31 March 2013 show an overall rise in the Society’s assets of approximately £9,000.  This largely 
arises from an increase in the balance on the North American account and represents an accumulation of subscriptions, 
donations and sales since the last transfer in June 2011 which, following the convention of previous years, is not accounted for 
until funds are transferred here.  As I will cover shortly, this timing anomaly will largely disappear in future.  Since the year-end, 
£8,000 has been transferred and our balance now exceeds £17,000.  In terms of the UK account, the largest transaction was the 
repayment of the loan of £5,000 from the Donald Hannah Memorial Fund. The increased scale of the 50th Gathering last year 
inflated costs but these can be expected to revert to a lower level.

We are in an advanced stage of implementing PayPal on the clanhannay.com website. This will expedite the sale of Clan goods, 
as settlement will be made instantly by purchasers into the UK account permitting dispatch on a timely basis.  It removes the 
difficulty faced by overseas buyers of having to arrange for a sterling payment or settlement by cheque.  Subscriptions and 
donations will also be payable by this method for members who wish to use the facility. The use of PayPal on the site does not 
require members to have an account with them, as debit and credit card payments are accepted in settlement.  It will make the 
process much simpler and easy to use and hopefully meets the requirements of those who have been anticipating this for some 
time, especially outside the UK.  The existing method of payment by cheque will of course remain available.

Keith Hannay - Treasurer

CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
Accounts for year to 31 March

INCOME 2013 2012 EXPENDITURE  2013  2012 

Opening bank balance  £  16,198               9,798 Goods Purchased  £ 2,515               997 
Opening cash balance              121                       -   Goods Expenses            128                56 
Sale of goods           2,612 2,674 Secretary's Expenses         1,184               680 
Subscriptions           2,923 2,835 Constable's Expenses 354               138 
Donations           1,198 3,735 Miscellaneous 596 1,232
2012 Gathering           1,492 1,655 Tower Maintenance         1,246               683
2013 Gathering                14 841 Sorbie Tower Conservation Fund         2,000                 -   
Council Meetings              137 298 Water Rates 117               136
Miscellaneous              111                      -   2012 Gathering 3,096            1,346
Interest                  5 51 Council Meetings            137               297 
Outstanding payments 1,201                       -   D Hannah Memorial Fund         5,000                 -   

Closing cash balance            237               121 
Closing balance at bank         9,300          16,317 
Outstanding pay-in            102               119 

 £  26,012             21,887 £ 26,012          22,122 

Country Number Country Number Country Number
Australia 48 Germany 1 Norway 5
Belgium 1 Iceland 2 Scotland 75

Cambodia 1 Ireland 4 Singapore 1
Canada 39 Isle of Man 2 Sweden 1

Costa Rica 1 Luxemburg 2 USA 238
England 110 New Zealand 12 Wales 2
France 2 Northern Ireland 16 Zimbabwe 1

TOTAL 564TOTAL 564TOTAL 564TOTAL 564

Country Number Life Annual
Australia 3 1 2
Canada 2 1 1
England 8 6 2
Ireland 2 2 0
Norway 3 3 0

Scotland 6 5 1
USA 9 8 1

TOTAL 33 26 7

Life!538 Annual 24 Honorary 2

Total Membership breakdown by Country - 564 members:
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                   31 March

CLAN ASSETS 2013 2012

Bank Account £    9,300 16,317
Cash Account 238               121
Goods at Cost           4,688            4,342

£  14,226          20,780 

North American Account                               CDN 13,017           8,421               850
Sorbie Tower Conservation Project  Account           7,877 5,000

TOTAL ASSETS £  30,524          26,630

DEBT – Loan from Donald Hannah Memorial Fund -            5,000

CLAN NET ASSETS £  30,524 21,630

                                        Year to 
31 March
                                        Year to 
31 March

SECRETARY’S CASH ACCOUNT 2012

Cash balance brought forward £       121 0
Drawn from bank           1,300 800

£    1,421               800
Postage, printing etc.           1,184 679

Cash Balance carried forward £       237               121

7. Constable’s Report

Following the many activities of 2012, we have survived another winter relatively vandal free and Sorbie Tower and grounds are 
looking fabulous in time for the Annual Gathering.

During my last three visits – October, March and May, the routine maintenance tasks have been carried out, although scraping off  
the shed roof during heavy snowfall in March was a unique experience.  The perimeter fence has been repaired, again – almost 
an annual event, as the posts rot through after 25 years.  Our screen of rhododendrons seems to have contracted a disease and 
is dying back, a gradual process and not all at once.

Visitor numbers continue steadily rising and during the past 12 years since starting the LOG we have now recorded over 3,000 
from all over the world; about 20% of them have Clan Hannay connections.

Grateful thanks as ever to the small but dedicated workforce who keep Sorbie Tower a pleasure to visit – Wendy, Captain John, 
Stephen, Frederick, Lynn, Chief David, Patricia and those Clan members who visit and litter pick. 
 
Help always welcomed

Yours in kinship – Constable of Sorbie Tower – David Hannah

8. Webmasters’ Report
Hannays have been quite active online this year, primarily via our Facebook group (go to Facebook.com and search for ‘Clan 
Hannay Society’).  The website clanhannay.com receives approximately 300 visits per month.

Facebook
We now stand at 700 members in the Group, the vast majority of whom are not, however, members of the Clan Hannay Society.  
We should make a concerted effort at ‘converting’ those who remain non-members to being members, and this will require the 
following steps:
• Clan members who are not members of the Facebook group should be encouraged to join, so that their presence is felt 

among potential members visiting Facebook.

• We need to increase the amount of useful information on the website as an incentive to ‘upgrade’ membership beyond what 
is available for free, without reducing or limiting the latter – this is a dilemma for any web services out there that have two-
tier service (ie. free and paid).  The free part acts as an initial attraction to potential customers; the challenge is to determine 
what can be provided above and beyond that tier.  The solution cannot be to limit all services as benefits to Clan members 
only, for very few will sign up to pay for something sight unseen; people first want a taste of what they are getting.  We 
would appreciate suggestions from members as to which services should be provided to anyone visiting the 
clanhannay.com site, as well as which should be limited to members only.  Any suggestions also require some thought as to 
who would implement them (not-so-subtle hint: see ‘Online Volunteers’ below), as all would involve data entry, scanning, 
uploading and organizing.  Some ideas for premium access:
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o Genealogical database
o Online versions of all Clan Hannay historical documents (eg: Sorbie Tower blueprints by Packard Harrington, 

various papers published and / or acquired by the Society)

PayPal

PayPal will imminently be active on a trial basis on the website for purchase of clan goods.  We have tested it with purchases and 
refunds from the UK and the USA.  The service allows members to purchase via their PayPal accounts in any supported currency  
and have the proceeds converted to pounds sterling and deposited electronically into the Society’s account.  We are calling it a 
month-long trial, but we foresee no problems in the service being made permanent in the near future, perhaps immediately after 
the trial period.
Online Volunteers
Several society members (and some non-members) have very kindly offered to help with the site (many thanks!), and we have 
been able to create a Clan Hannay Society Website Team comprising:

Karen Cegalis   Janette Hannah   Gerard Hanney
Keith Hannay   Layton Travers   Andrew and Narelle Hannay
Ian Hanney   Jacquie Hannay

! but individual availability of volunteers tends to be in unpredictable spurts of a day or two over the course of a month, so it 
would be very helpful to have a larger pool of volunteers so that we can move more quickly on updating the site.  If you are 
interested and have online editing, coding or maintenance experience, please e-mail us at info@clanhannay.com

Respectfully submitted May 23, 2013, Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna, Clan Hannah Internet Committee
Visit us at clanhannay.com

The two tiers of website access as mentioned is a subject that requires further discussion and consideration, in relation to the 
information restrictions to non-members and availability to only members.  There is exclusivity within our current system; versus a 
welcome that should be extended to everyone who expresses an interest in the Society, which is generally felt needs addressing.  
Membership of the Society is growing and will continue to do so, through the internet.  There should be one or two areas 
available to members only as an incentive to join, as there must remain some advantages to membership.  Maybe there is a 
middle ground we could reach.  

Clan Goods in particular is an area that perhaps we could consider opening up to a wider audience, although this brings about its 
own individual problems.  It is a big step up between our current supply to that of a wider market, and the organisational backup 
to handle such a demand, which we currently do not have.    However, this is certainly an area that we can develop, with the 
potential for increased income.  To progress this issue for the future, it was decided to set up a Clan Goods Committee to 
investigate this further and consider ways to move forwards.  The following Clan members volunteered to sit on the committee.

Frank Lawler – Chair
Jeremy Hanna   Douglas Hannah   Peter Balderstone-Hanna
Tommy Hanna   Janet Hannay    Keith Hannay

There is a charitable organisation named the Weir Trust, consisting of  Ayrshire lottery winners, who offer funding up to £250,000 
for causes they elect to support.  An application to this trust has been considered, as this may allow us to employ a full time 
member of staff.  There are priorities to abide by to allow us to receive the funding.  This is an item for future discussion.

9. Sorbie Tower
Sorbie Tower was built in the 16th century for Alexander Hannay of Sorbie, adjacent to a 12th century motte, on a raised site 
protected by surrounding marshland.

In the 17th century the Stewarts of Garlies took possession of the castle, and the last occupant was Brigadier-General John 
Stewart who died in 1748.

The castle became ruinous and was donated to the Clan Hannay Society by Mrs Jean Cummins in 1965.  Over the following 35 
years the Clan has spent some £40,000 conserving the ruin.  In 1972 it was listed Grade A by Historic Scotland, which affectively 
means we cannot do any work on the tower without Historic Scotland consent.  In 2001 and 2005 we had two successful 
Heritage Lottery Fund bids; with partnership funding from ourselves and Historic Scotland.  In 2007 the surrounding woodland 
was cut back.  

In 2010 Historic Scotland agreed to place the Tower on the Register of Castles and Towers suitable for restoration.  We 
commissioned a preliminary Scoping Study from Peter Drummond, a conservation architect, whose recommendation was that 
the Heritage Lottery Fund was very unlikely to provide any further grants for a tower such as ours, as it was not sufficiently 
unique.  However, it is unique in two ways.  Firstly, it is owned by around 560 members worldwide, which is very unusual.  
Secondly, it forms part of a bigger site, which includes a motte and a medieval village; making the whole site historically 
extremely interesting.  

We will be unable to obtain any funding as a single grant application, but may do so as part of a Landscape Partnership, which is 
how Heritage Lottery Fund money is now being granted.  Other organisations in the Machars of Wigtownshire would be 
co-members of such a partnership, who would put forward an application for funding as a joint body.  This is unfortunately a very 
slow process.

Last year we applied to replace the surrounds of some of the windows.  Historic Scotland will not allow us to do this unless it is 
part of a programme of phased restoration.  This requires a Conservation Management Plan, which is an on-going process which 
has been commissioned.   This is all part of what is termed as a Feasibility Study.  The Scoping Study is complete, the 
Conservation Management Plan has been sent out as a consultation document to Historic Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway 
Regional Council and The Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland, who have visited and been impressed by Sorbie 
Tower.  A Detailed Condition Survey will then be required, which entails using a hydraulic platform, with an architect, engineer 
and quantity surveyor, to have a thorough look at the building.  Hopefully this will take place in the next three or four weeks.  The 
next stage is an Options Appraisal; what can we do about the building and what are the costs?  The three options available to us 
are:  It can be conserved as a ruin, it can be roofed over, or thirdly we can go for full restoration; the implications of which are 
enormous.  There are various organisations, such as the Landmark Trust; which was set up by a merchant banker, that will take 
over a building and restore it fully, but it has to be sustainable afterwards.  
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We have been contacted by a Hannah in New Zealand who runs a Business Management / Fund Raising Company, with a view 
to assisting us.  We would almost certainly need to employ a professional fund raiser, should we go for full restoration, as there is 
no way we could become involved in the worldwide web without professional help.  

In 2014 there will be a re-enactment of Bannockburn, but no Homecoming Gathering of the Clans, as originally thought.   There 
may be a convention of Clan Chiefs.  We will continue to have our Gathering here as normal.

2015 is the 50th Anniversary of the Clan being responsible for and owning Sorbie Tower.  So hopefully by this time we shall have 
a much clearer idea of the situation with the Tower.  

Professor David Hannay – Clan Chief
10. Clan Goods
Sales have been steady since a record-making total of £1,835.80 at last year’s Gathering.  Since then I have had to replace a lot 
of stock, which means a big outlay.  Hopefully, with the introduction of PayPal, stock will be easier to access.  However, it also 
means that prices will have to increase to take account of the percentage taken by PayPal on goods and postage, plus prices 
going up as well as postage – so buy today while prices are low!

I am keeping the list fairly small, with tartan being the main item, rather than trying new things which we than have to keep; 
sometimes for years – like glasses and mugs that I cannot send.

Lochcarron is our main supplier.  I will continue to offer the service to Clan members, but please remember it is not a big 
commercial venture and as a result I can keep costs lower that the shops.

Janet Hannay – Keeper of the Tartan / Purveyor of Clan Goods

11. Newsletter
It was an absolute pleasure to set up the newsletter for 2013.  The 50th Anniversary Gathering was an outstanding success and 
that, along with the photographs of the wedding, made it so easy to produce something which was, I hope, interesting and a joy 
to look at.

The decision to include extra colour pages was a good one, although I was a bit daunted by the ‘Make page 15 page 2 and make 
page 19 page 7 etc.  However, I managed to move things round and it did mean that most of the photographs could be printed in 
colour.

I have to admit two errors however; firstly, the date for this weekend’s Gathering – how did we miss that one?  The second was in 
naming Jane Clay as the first secretary of the Society, when in fact she was the second.  The first secretary was, of course, Alex 
Hannah, who was also one of the founder members of the Society.

I am left with one problem now, and that is, how to find inspiration for this year.

Remember, this is the Society’s newsletter and that means your newsletter.  If any of you have ideas for articles or photographs 
which might be of interest, please contact me and I will do my best to use them.  The cut-off date for receipt of articles etc. is the 
end of August.

Once again, my thanks to Jacquie for all her suggestions, help in proofreading and getting the whole thing set up at the printers 
in time for distribution.

Janette Hannah - Newsletter Editor

12. Overseas Reports
Alabama Branch Report 
This year our membership remained steady at nineteen Life members. 

We moved our June Gathering to18 May this year, to coincide with the visit of Texas members Fred Hannah Jr, Elgene Hannah 
and Fred Hannah 111.  Around twenty Hannahs gathered for dinner on the banks of the beautiful Tennessee River.  
Unfortunately, none of the Alabama branch will be able to attend the Clan Gathering in Scotland.  Clan regards to you all.

Patti Hannay, - Convenor, Alabama Branch

13. Nominations
A nomination was put forward for Dennis Holmes, from East Sussex in England, to be given a place on Clan Council.    Dennis, a 
keen train enthusiast and a retired graphic artist, has been proactive in the Clan, putting forward ideas and advice, and it is felt he 
would be an asset to Clan Council.  
Proposed by Jacquie Hannay and Seconded by David Hannay; Dennis has subsequently been elected onto Clan Council.

14. Election of Office Bearers and Council and Appointment of Auditor
Election of Office Bearers and Council
Two Council members; Tommy Hanna and Peter Balderstone-Hanna. are due for retirement / re-election this year. 
Both members were adopted to remain on Council.   

The logistics of travelling to Council meetings is a problem.  However, SKYPE, which has been suggested and discussed at 
Council level, will hopefully be set up for the next Council meeting.  

On the subject of Office Bearers and Council members, a reminder was given that it had previously been requested that those to 
whom it applied were asked to supply a photograph for placing on the website, to familiarise members generally with Council, 
who we are and what we do.

Dorothea Hannah, the wife of one of the founder members of the Society, Donald Hannah, has been made an
Honorary member of Clan Council.  Dorothea was a Council member for many years and also ran Clan Goods for some while.  

Keith Hannay’s appointment as Treasurer of the Society was officially confirmed and congratulations were extended to Keith.
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Marion Green, who was our Clan Genealogist for eight years, has now decided to stand down.  We are fortunate that one of our 
Clan members, Keith Hanna from London, has agreed to take on the role.  Keith is experienced in this field, having written a book 
entitled ‘The Hannas of the Close’, a book of historical research on the Hannas of Northern Ireland.  Keith has analysed the 1648 
parish records of Wigtownshire, which shows that in each parish the spelling of the name differs accordingly.  In one parish it 
would be spelled A, another AY, another AH and another EY; which is the origin of the four different names.  Keith is happy to be 
approached by Clan members for advice on genealogy matters.  

It was agreed that all Office Bearers to remain in their current posts.  Office Bearers being elected annually and Council Members 
elected every four years.

Appointment of Auditor
Keith Hannay has spoken with Isobel Hunter, who has agreed to review the Accounts.

15. Any Other Clan Business
• 2015, being the 50th Anniversary of the Clan being gifted Sorbie Tower, really needs to be made a big occasion.  Any ideas to 

make this special, please let us know.
• The Conservation Management Plan to be made available on the website.
• PayPal should be available and ready for use by the time the newsletter is produced.

• We are hoping to hold a Clan Calendar Photo Competition, for a calendar to be produced for 2015.  What an excellent idea 
for Christmas presents for family members overseas!

• A Lowland Gathering is being held in Stranraer on Saturday 13th July, which will also take the form of a Piping Competition.   
The last time this event took place was twenty six years ago and it is now being resurrected.  Douglas Hannah has provided a 
Hannay Shield, on behalf of the Society, to be presented to a class of the competition.  Clan Hannay will have a tent at the 
Gathering, manned by Clan members.  Tea will be provided, along with scones; home made by Douglas, who we are 
informed is a very good scone maker!   Hopefully this event will also provide publicity for Clan Hannay.  

• Amendments to the Clan Hannay Constitution were approved.

 Page 1 – Membership 3 (g) “The Council will appoint annually a Membership Sub-Committee. The Secretary                        
may, at his or her discretion, submit the names of applicants for membership to this Sub-Committee for approval. 
This is no longer deemed necessary and is to be deleted .       
               

   Page 1 – Membership 3 (b) “subject always to clause 3(g) hereof”: 
                  This wording now irrelevant following deletion of item 3(g) above and to be deleted

      Page 1 – Notice of Election 4 – “The Secretary shall send to each new member a copy of the Constitution and Rules”.                                              
                   This item to be placed under Membership – making it item (g) 

                     The heading – Notice of Election to be deleted

Page 2 - Proceedings of Council 7 – No mention is made in the Constitution in respect of who can attend a Council       
Meeting. This needs clarification and recording in the Constitution.

             “Any member is entitled to attend a Council meeting and participate, but will not be  
  permitted a vote”. This wording to be added as Item (f) under ‘Proceedings of Council’

• Kyle, our member from New York, kindly volunteered to submit a report of our Gathering event for the newsletter.
• The Clan Hannay Society welcomes any person of Hannay, Hannah, Hanna and Hanney lineal descent, regardless of 

colour or creed.  The Society takes no regard of political or religious background.  An official statement was given by the 
Chief to this effect, in a previous newsletter, but it is something that we should reiterate on Facebook.  

• Can an App be produced, leading visitors to Scotland to follow a Hannay trail; eventually leading them to Sorbie Tower?  
Possibly along the lines of a Google map.  Wolfgang Bergman has kindly volunteered to investigate this and can any ideas 
or suggestions be forwarded to Wolfgang.  

• For 2015, Stephen is hoping to create an art installation at Sorbie Tower.  This would involve producing plaster cast faces, 
for which Stephen is looking for 100 volunteers, and he is seeking art funding for this.  A trellis would be built from wall to 
wall within the Tower, on which would be shown the Hannay 100; which is what the casts will be known as.  The faces will 
be suspended by fishing wire and illuminated at night, and when viewed through the windows would be a representation of 
Hannays going out across the world from Sorbie Tower.  

• As 2015 is the 50th Anniversary of Sorbie Tower, we should consider making this an extended Gathering, as on the occasion 
of the 50th Anniversary of the Clan last year.  Any ideas would be welcome.

• A big thank you to John and Jo Hannah for providing an excellent lunch for the AGM.

16. Date of Next Council Meeting
         Sunday 27 October, 2013.

17. Date of Next AGM and Gathering
     Saturday 24th / Sunday 25th May 2014
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AGENDA  - FOR 2014
The Clan Hannay Society Annual General Meeting – Saturday 24 May 2014

1. Present, Apologies and Obituaries                 10. Clan Goods
2. Approval of 2013 minutes                  11. Newsletter
3. Matters Arising                   12. Overseas Reports
4. Convenor’s Report    13. Nominations
5. Secretary’s Report    14. Election of Office Bearers and Council
6. Treasurer’s Report          and Appointment of Auditor
7. Constable’s Report    15. Any Other Clan Business
8. Webmasters’ Report    16. Date of next Council Meeting
9. Sorbie Tower     17. Date of next AGM and Gathering

OFFICE BEARERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETYOFFICE BEARERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY
Chief
Professor David R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland

Convenor
Stephen Hanna
Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BE, Scotland
e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Treasurer
Keith Hannay
17 Barnton Avenue, Edinburgh, 
EH4 6AJ, Scotland
e-mail: kfhannay@corramore.co.uk

Secretary
Mrs Jacquie Hannay
5 Picket Cross, Bankend Road, Dumfries,
DG1 4AH, Scotland
e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

Vice Convenor
John Hanney
South View, 13 Phillips Lane, Formby, Liverpool,
L37 4AY, England

Keeper of the Tartan / Purveyor of Clan Goods
Mrs Janet R Hannay
Cuddyfield, Carsluith, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire,
DG8 7DS, Scotland

Newsletter Editor
Mrs Janette Hannah
7 Whitehill Road, Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland
e-mail: janettehannah@talktalk.net

Constable of Sorbie Tower 
David Hannah
Tigh na Cnoc, Ardgay Hill, Ardgay, Sutherland, 
IV24 3DH, Scotland
e-mail: tnc24@tiscali.co.uk

Herald
Russell Hannah
7 Whitehill Road, Blackburn, West Lothian,
EH47 7HQ, Scotland

Piper
David Hanna
62 Main Street, Scarva, County Down,
BT63 6LT, Northern Ireland

Standard Bearer
Douglas Hannah
43 Garrick Drive, Ailsa Gate, Stranraer,
DG9 7FH, Scotland

Clan Genealogist
Keith Hanna
31 Keswick Avenue, Merton Park, London, 
SW19 3JE, England  e-mail postmaster@kdehannaithe.plus.com

Wardens of Sorbie Tower
Mrs Wendy Ronan                                                                                  Stephen Hanna
7 South Crescent, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,                                         Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BQ, Scotland                                                                                DG8 8BE, Scotland
                                                                                                                e-mail: sphcb@aol.com

Wardens of Sorbie Tower
Mrs Wendy Ronan                                                                                  Stephen Hanna
7 South Crescent, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,                                         Bayview, 4 Culderry Row, Garlieston, Wigtownshire,
DG8 8BQ, Scotland                                                                                DG8 8BE, Scotland

 sphcb@aol.com
Webmasters

Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna
To contact Clan Hannay by internet / e-mail, log onto the official Clan Hannay website    -    www.clanhannay.com

Webmasters
Frank Lawler and Jamie Hanna

To contact Clan Hannay by internet / e-mail, log onto the official Clan Hannay website    -    www.clanhannay.com
COUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETYCOUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETYCOUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETYCOUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETYCOUNCIL MEMBERS of the CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY

Appointed NameNameName Due to Retire
2010 John Hannah         (Paisley)                  Frederick Hannay             (London)         John Hannah         (Paisley)                  Frederick Hannay             (London)         John Hannah         (Paisley)                  Frederick Hannay             (London)         2014

2011

Harry Hannay         (Dumfries)               Leonard Hanney            (Nottingham)
Ian Wort                  (Isle of Whithorn)    Hilda Hanney                 (Nottingham)
Desmond Hanna    (Bangor, N I)           Jo Hannah                      (Paisley)
Mark Hanna            (Virginia, USA)        Wolfgang Bergman        (London)

Harry Hannay         (Dumfries)               Leonard Hanney            (Nottingham)
Ian Wort                  (Isle of Whithorn)    Hilda Hanney                 (Nottingham)
Desmond Hanna    (Bangor, N I)           Jo Hannah                      (Paisley)
Mark Hanna            (Virginia, USA)        Wolfgang Bergman        (London)

Harry Hannay         (Dumfries)               Leonard Hanney            (Nottingham)
Ian Wort                  (Isle of Whithorn)    Hilda Hanney                 (Nottingham)
Desmond Hanna    (Bangor, N I)           Jo Hannah                      (Paisley)
Mark Hanna            (Virginia, USA)        Wolfgang Bergman        (London)

2015

2012 Ian Hanney             (Nottingham)Ian Hanney             (Nottingham)Ian Hanney             (Nottingham) 2016

2013 Tommy Hanna      (Glasgow)                 Peter Balderstone Hanna   (Cambridge)
Dennis Holmes      (West Sussex)
Tommy Hanna      (Glasgow)                 Peter Balderstone Hanna   (Cambridge)
Dennis Holmes      (West Sussex)
Tommy Hanna      (Glasgow)                 Peter Balderstone Hanna   (Cambridge)
Dennis Holmes      (West Sussex) 2017

Branch Convenor & 
Contacts

Alabama – Convenor
Patricia Hannah

Canada – Contact
Maj. General James Hanna

Clan East – Contact
Bill Haynes

Clan West – Contact
 Verl Hannah

Honorary Councillors: Will Hanna (Northern Ireland)                  Mrs Evelyn McArthur (Edinburgh)        
Patrick Playfair (Roxburghshire)              Dorothea Hannah (South Lanarkshire)
Will Hanna (Northern Ireland)                  Mrs Evelyn McArthur (Edinburgh)        
Patrick Playfair (Roxburghshire)              Dorothea Hannah (South Lanarkshire)
Will Hanna (Northern Ireland)                  Mrs Evelyn McArthur (Edinburgh)        
Patrick Playfair (Roxburghshire)              Dorothea Hannah (South Lanarkshire)
Will Hanna (Northern Ireland)                  Mrs Evelyn McArthur (Edinburgh)        
Patrick Playfair (Roxburghshire)              Dorothea Hannah (South Lanarkshire)

SORBIE TOWER RESTORATION COMMITTEE

Chair ……….....…. Chief                 Professor David Hannay                 …..       Stephen Hanna
Secretary …….…. Constable         David Hannah                                 Committee Member  ......                            Wendy Ronan
Treasurer …….…. Clan Herald      Russell Hannah

 Committee Member  Convenor & Warden
 Warden
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NOMINATION of Clan Member for election to Clan Council at the Annual General Meeting 2014NOMINATION of Clan Member for election to Clan Council at the Annual General Meeting 2014

I (name) .......................................................................................................................... Membership No: …...........................

Herby nominate (name) .................................................................................................. Membership No"!……………….........

For election to the Clan Council at the next Annual General Meeting for the following reason (s):
eg. Has been an active Clan Member for ……… years, has raised funds for the Sorbie Tower Restoration Project, has experience of 
committee work, specialist knowledge which will help with the work of the Clan Hannay Society.

 Signed:!######################$$

For election to the Clan Council at the next Annual General Meeting for the following reason (s):
eg. Has been an active Clan Member for ……… years, has raised funds for the Sorbie Tower Restoration Project, has experience of 
committee work, specialist knowledge which will help with the work of the Clan Hannay Society.

 Signed:!######################$$

!""#!$%&'"'(!$%)''*+"&%('&+,*(!*+-"%.-()!""#!$%&'"'(!$%)''*+"&%('&+,*(!*+-"%.-()!""#!$%&'"'(!$%)''*+"&%('&+,*(!*+-"%.-()
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789*,!:8.64!;-((-<).0!!&)$!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!2=$33!4'+$789*,!:8.64!;-((-<).0!!&)$!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!2=$33!4'+$ >?$33!!!!!!!@!>
A-'B)*!C-<*'!/>4C%&45J@7?CE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!2D$33!4'+$A-'B)*!C-<*'!/>4C%&45J@7?CE 5-!64&'0*
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There will be an option for a 'Bring your own Picnic' on the Sunday, from 12 noon onwards - weather permitting.
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There will be an option for a 'Bring your own Picnic' on the Sunday, from 12 noon onwards - weather permitting.
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There will be an option for a 'Bring your own Picnic' on the Sunday, from 12 noon onwards - weather permitting.
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THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
                                                       or, if you are already a member, to enrol someone else as a gift
Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)

Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members

Life Membership - £150                        Annual Membership - £25

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 12 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
                                                       or, if you are already a member, to enrol someone else as a gift
Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)

Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members

Life Membership - £150                        Annual Membership - £25

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 12 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
                                                       or, if you are already a member, to enrol someone else as a gift
Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)

Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members

Life Membership - £150                        Annual Membership - £25

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 12 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY – Invites you to apply for full membership
                                                       or, if you are already a member, to enrol someone else as a gift
Membership is individual; please complete a form for each applicant (or continue on a separate sheet)

Overseas applicants are encouraged to be Life Members

Life Membership - £150                        Annual Membership - £25

Please complete Payment Slip on Page 12 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted
Full Name Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Telephone No: 

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Countrye-mail address:

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Address

Post / Zip Code
Country

Please indicate membership chosen by ticking the box

Life Membership                                               Annual Membership  

Please indicate membership chosen by ticking the box

Life Membership                                               Annual Membership  

£ $

(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)(Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change of address details)
If your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or lineageIf your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or lineageIf your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or lineageIf your family name is not Hannay, Hannah, Hanna or Hanney, please clarify your connections, ie by marriage or lineage

If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form.  You can also send it to family, relatives, or Hannay / 
Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.
If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form.  You can also send it to family, relatives, or Hannay / 
Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.
If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form.  You can also send it to family, relatives, or Hannay / 
Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.
If you wish to keep your Newsletter intact, please photocopy the application form.  You can also send it to family, relatives, or Hannay / 
Hannah / Hanna / Hanney (s) in your local telephone directory, to help with recruitment.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!2I$=3!4'+!;-'!2J$33!4'+!K'-LK,
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Description of Items for Sale – Order Form – 2013 / 2014  (All prices include postage and packing)
Please complete Payment Slip on Page 12 and send with this completed form to the appropriate address quoted

Carol Churchman, kilt maker at Galloway Kilts, The Kiosk, Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2RH
Now makes kilts using authentic Hannay Tartan.    Tel: 01557 814048    e-mail: gallowaykilts@gmail.com
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METHODS OF PAYMENT 
 
Bank Details:    Full name & Address of Bank  Account Name: Clan Hannay Society

  Bank of Scotland   Sort Code: 80-16-57
  8/9 The Square   Account No: 00130218
  Kelso    
  TD5 7HG

Methods of payment:    Cheque or Bank Draft made payable to:  The Clan Hannay Society
 
   PayPal is available online for purchases, membership and donations 
           -  visit www.clanhannay.com
   
Please send your completed form and payment to the appropriate address below

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................

PAYMENT SLIP

Method of Payment – Please tick as appropriate   

Cheque                                  Bank Draft                         

Payment has been sent to:

Mrs Jacquie Hannay                       Mrs Janet Hannay                         Mr Stephen Hanna                    Mr Jamie Hanna 

Membership £ / $

AGM Registration £ / $

Clan Goods £ / $

Donation to: The Clan Hannay Society £ / $

Donation to: The Clan Hannay Society and Donald C Hannah Memorial Trust £ / $

Donation to: The Sorbie Tower Conservation Project £ / $

TOTAL £ / $

Membership  /  
AGM Registration
 
Mrs Jacquie Hannay
Secretary
The Clan Hannay Society  
5 Picket Cross
Bankend Road
Dumfries
DG1 4AH

e-mail: membership@clanhannay.com

Clan Goods

Mrs Janet Hannay
The Purveyor of Clan Goods
The Clan Hannay Society
Cuddyfield
Carsluith 
Newton Stewart
Wigtownshire
DG8 7DS

e-mail: jmrhannay@gmail.com

Clan Goods

Mrs Janet Hannay
The Purveyor of Clan Goods
The Clan Hannay Society
Cuddyfield
Carsluith 
Newton Stewart
Wigtownshire
DG8 7DS

e-mail: jmrhannay@gmail.com

Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund

Mr Stephen Hanna
Convenor 
The Clan Hannay Society
Bayview
4 Culderry Row
Garlieston
Wigtownshire
DG8 8BE

e-mail: sphcb@aol,com

Or, if in North America  
Completed forms and payment 
( In US / Canadian dollars – at the current exchange rate ) 
for any of the above, can be sent to: 
 
Mr Jamie Hanna                                   
411 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville 
Ontario    
Canada 
L6J 3H8

e-mail: info@clanhannay.com

Or, if in North America  
Completed forms and payment 
( In US / Canadian dollars – at the current exchange rate ) 
for any of the above, can be sent to: 
 
Mr Jamie Hanna                                   
411 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville 
Ontario    
Canada 
L6J 3H8

e-mail: info@clanhannay.com

Donations to:

The Clan Hannay Society 

The Sorbie Tower Conservation Project

The Clan Hannay Society and Donald Hannah 
Memorial Trust

can be included with, and sent to, any of these persons.

Donations to:

The Clan Hannay Society 

The Sorbie Tower Conservation Project

The Clan Hannay Society and Donald Hannah 
Memorial Trust

can be included with, and sent to, any of these persons.
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CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CLAN GATHERING
Saturday 24th May / Sunday 25th May 2013

The 2013 Annual General Meeting of the Clan Hannay Society took place on Saturday, 25th of May. The day was beautiful, and several of the 
Clan Society’s youngest members took advantage of the weather to splash about in Solway Firth during the proceedings. 

Topics of discussion during the Meeting included Annual Business, nominations to the Council and for Office holders, and updates on the 
proposed restoration of Sorbie Tower.  Several reports have been commissioned to establish the feasibility of repairs to the Tower, with 
additional reports forthcoming.  The addition of PayPal capabilities to the online Clan Store was discussed, and a Committee was formed to 
discuss the sale of Clan Goods on the worldwide web.  The date of the next meeting was established for the Bank Holiday weekend of May 
24, 2014.  A delicious buffet lunch provided by John and Jo Hannah was then enjoyed by all.

After the meeting, the Clan Society assembled at Sorbie Tower to mingle and take advantage of the beautiful day.  Our Clan Piper, David 
Hanna, was in top form as he performed ‘Hannays of Sorbie’ to lead our procession up to the Tower’s walls for a commemorative photo 
opportunity. It was a great pleasure to see the younger members of our extended family exploring the Tower, exclaiming over this magnificent 
reminder of our history.

Later in the evening, the family reconvened at the Creebridge House Hotel in Newton Stewart for a fantastic meal, followed by a ceilidh 
dance, an auction, and a raffle (in which the winning tickets were drawn from the hat of yours truly).  The ceilidh and dance were a riotous 
good time, including excellent performances by several Clan Council Members and a dramatic reading from ‘The Thirty-Nine Steps’ by Peter 
Balderstone-Hanna and Frank Lawler. 

Those of us who make the trip to Sorbie from overseas are consistently amazed and delighted by the natural beauty of the area; by the 
connection we make with the living history of our family; and most of all, by the warm welcome we receive from all of our cousins from around 
the world.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to the Clan Hannay Society: to Chief David, Constable David, Piper David, to Jacquie and Janette 
and Stephen, and to all the others who, whether by organizing the event or traveling to attend it, make every visit to Dumfries & Galloway an 
experience we will remember for a lifetime.

Kyle A. Hanna, Rochester, New York, USA

Sunday 25th May 2013
On Sunday, an informal ‘Bring your own’ picnic and get together was arranged at Sorbie Tower.  This took place between noon and around 
4.00pm.  This was an excellent opportunity for further discussions and to cement friendships made the previous day.  Several people 
attended; the picnic was enjoyed and people were reacquainted.  Again, we were blessed with lovely weather.

Also in the afternoon, Chief David and his wife Janet welcomed visitors.  The Chief kindly opened the Kirkdale Sawmill; the only working water 
driven sawmill in the South of Scotland.  As well as a tour by the Chief, someone was on hand to answer questions and give information about 
the mill; as well as educating us about the types of wood, cutting methods etc.  Janet held open house at Cuddyfield, supplying tea, freshly 
baked scones and delicious homemade jam.  

Jacquie Hannay,  Secretary

TALES FROM THE PAST

Marcus A. Hanna - Twice A Hero

Marcus Hanna’s family lived on Franklin Island, Maine where his father was lighthouse keeper. Marcus’s
mother went to her home in Bristol for his birth in 1842, as the lighthouse was in such a remote area.

For the next ten years Marcus stayed at the lighthouse where he learned the ways of the sea. At the age 
of 10 he abandoned his schooling and went to sea. By the age of 18 he was a ship’s steward on a packet 
ship travelling between Gloucester, Massachusetts and New York City. It was around this time The Civil 
War broke out in America. Marcus enlisted in the Navy where he served for one year. On completion of his 
enlistment term he went to Boston and mustered out.

Marcus then went back to Maine where he tried to enlist with a volunteer unit but it became clear that the 
unit would not see active service so he travelled to Rockland, Massachusetts where he joined the 50th Volunteer Infantry (Company B). On 
21st May 1863 the unit was detailed to the  siege of Port Hudson, Louisiana. The troops were badly affected by dysentery and malaria. 
Marcus contracted malaria which affected him for the rest of his life. During this period Marcus was to be shown as a true hero. He showed 
great bravery in carrying water to an Illinois artillery. Carrying ten or twelve canteens over half a mile of exposed ground, he was the only 
volunteer and was lucky enough to escape with only a shot pellet in his calf.

He returned to Boston where he re-enlisted and served as a sergeant with the 2nd Massachusetts for the next two years until the end of the 
war in 1865.

Soon after leaving the army Marcus married Louisiana Davis of Bristol, Maine and, for the next 4 years, lived in Bristol. During this time he 
was employed as the pilot of a small tender taking supplies to a fish market. 
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It was in July 1869 that he became the Keeper at Pemaquid Lighthouse and during the winter he and his wife Louisa were part-time teachers 
at the local school.

In March 1873 Marcus was transferred to the Cape Elizabeth Lighthouse and he was promoted to Head Keeper. This was a major 
navigational aid at the entrance to Portland Harbour.

On the morning of 28th January 1885 the schooner Austrailia was driven onto the rocks surrounding the area. Louise roused Marcus from his 
sleep to tell him of the wreck and at dawn Marcus could make out the two surviving crew men who were frozen stiff and covered with ice. 
They had survived by tying themselves to the rigging. As Hanna braved the icy rain and howling gale to rescue the two men, his assistant 
went for help. Just in time assistance arrived and took the rescue rope from Marcus’ frozen hands.

Three months later Marcus was awarded the Gold Lifesaving Medal for his bravery but it would be another ten years before his action in battle 
was recognised and he received the Medal of Honor.

Marcus died at the age of 79 on 12 December 1921. He was buried at Mount Pleasant Cemetery, S. Portland, Maine and in 1936 Louisa was 
laid to rest beside him.

A Coast Guard Cutter has been named after Marcus Hanna and is stationed in South Portland.

From information contributed by Sharon Murray. (First cousin, four times removed, to Marcus Hanna) 

Patrick Hanna, MP, Australian Engineer & Politician, 1819 – 1890

 
       Patrick Hanna Esq., MP     George Stephenson’s Rocket Steam Engine

Patrick Hanna was born on the 24th June 1919 in Kilmegan townland, near Castlewellan, County Down, Northern Ireland, the fifth son of 
Patrick Hanna, a well-to-do farmer.  A devout Roman Catholic, but staunch British Empire Loyalist, his relatives include several bishops and 
an Archbishop Hanna of California. He was educated at local schools before being apprenticed at age 16 with the famous railway engineer, 
George Stephenson, in Newcastle on Tyne from 1835 – 1838 and then as a shipbuilder (from 1838) with various firms building steamships in 
England and Scotland. He married a Sarah Hamilton from Liverpool in Glasgow in 1848 with whom he had one son, Patrick, who 
predeceased him, and six daughters. A Street is named after him in modern day south Melbourne.
Patrick evidently developed into a very competent engineer, choosing on a chance decision to follow an opportunity in the far flung colony of 
the State of Victoria on the ship Abdallah from Glasgow on the 4th April 1853 with his nephew, John Hanna. His total cost of passage was 75 
pounds and his wife waited a year later to join him in Australia. He put his knowledge of steam powered ships to good use by immediately 
establishing the first steam-powered City ferry across the Yarra River in Melbourne and held the ferry licence until 1884. He also built a bridge 
at Seymour over the river in 1862. An enterprising and opportunistic Victorian business man who seemed symbolic of the optimism evident in 
post-gold rush Melbourne, he became a landowner in various districts of the emerging city, being one of the earliest residents of Emerald Hill. 
His land there and the lease of the toll gates he subsequently obtained on the Sandridge, and later, Sydney roads (1859-60) laid the 
foundation for his later wealth.  This, and a multitude of other mercantile investments, enabled Hanna to purchase LaTrobe House in William 
Street in 1863, and also to meet the property qualification to stand for the Legislative Council where he worked for various electorates from 
the local to state legislature from 1864 – 1888. In 1868 he entered Victorian Parliamentary life when he stood for the Eastern province but was 
defeated by one vote. However, in 1866 he was eventually elected to the Assembly for the Murray Boroughs and held the seat until 1877 
when there was a boundary change. He stood and lost another seat before re-entering parliament under a new constitution in 1882 which he 
held until ill-health before his death. In 1880 he was the MP who supervised the Melbourne International Exhibition. He died on 12th 
September 1890 at his house on 277 William Street, West Melbourne, a year after the death of his only son, and is buried in Melbourne 
Cemetery, Roman Catholic section E. 
Keith Hanna, Clan Genealogist
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Naish Hanney

Naish Hanney was the great grandfather of Leonard Hanney (Nottingham). He was born in 1792 in Bath Lyncombe and at the age of around 
16, joined the  regiment of the 7th Hussars where he served for 7 years and 7 months.  During this service he saw action at the Battle of 
Waterloo in 1815 and he also fought in The Peninsular Campaign (Spain and Portugal) against Napoleon in 1809.

He became an ‘In Pensioner’ at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on October 1st 1877 where he wore the famous red tunic and black hat of the 
Chelsea Pensioners. and received a pension of the princely sum of one pound, one shilling and three pence per week. He lived on Ward 9 in 
a berth which was 6 feet by 6 feet. In 1867 he left the hospital and became an ‘Out Pensioner’.

Naish died at the age of 89 on 19th April 1881.

The photograph (taken in 1880 at The Royal Hospital 
Chelsea) shows, from left to right, Naish 
(seated) with John MacKay, Benjamin Bumstead 
(seated), Robert Norton and Sampson Webb (seated).

At the time this photograph was taken, these men were
the last survivors of the Battle of Waterloo.

Naish Hanney and John Mackay were the only two 
of the group to have fought in both the Peninsular 
Campaign and at Waterloo.

From information supplied to Leonard Hanney by 
John Walker, Royal Hospital Chelsea.

MV Princess Victoria
On 31st January 2013 a memorial service was held in Agnew Park, Stranraer, in memory of 133 victims of the sinking of the ferry, Princess 
Victoria, 60 years ago. The service was attended by Chief David as Vice Lord Lieutenant of Wigtownshire. The ferry sank in the North 
Channel after leaving Loch Ryan, near Stranraer, with 173 passengers bound for Ireland. One of these passengers was Jane Hanna, a widow 
who lived in Carrickfergus. She had one daughter and two granddaughters. Jane had been visiting an aunt in Glasgow and sent her daughter 
a letter telling her that she would be home on Saturday and to meet her at Carrickfergus railway station. In her letter she said that she would 
have some presents for her granddaughters. The family waited for her at the station and were later told about the loss of the ship. Jane was a 
prominent member of the Carrickfergus Women’s Unionist Association.

The Princess Victoria was launched in 1947 and was designed to carry passengers, vehicles and cargo. She had an open stern with a five 
and a half foot door. Captain Ferguson headed the crew who lived in Stranraer or Larne. 

The departure was delayed due to the dreadful weather and it was clear that it would not be a comfortable crossing. It has been speculated 
that the only reason the sailing was attempted that day was due to the fact that two Members of Parliament were passengers.

On passing Cairnryan the ship met with the first of the howling gales and rolling sea. In an effort to control the ship the Captain headed North, 
and soon after, the decision was made to return to Stranraer. It was then that the car deck doors were forced open by a huge wave. When the 
crew went to check the damage they were met by a torrent of water inside the car deck. The wireless operator then sent the following 
message - "Princess Victoria to Portpatrick Wireless Station - Hove to off mouth of Loch Ryan. Vessel not under command. Urgent assistance 
of Tug required." This message was sent in morse code which led to delays in ascertaining the Princess Victoria’s position. as most vessells 
were by that time using radios. Also the crew had estimated that the ship was off the Scottish coast when in fact they were ten miles away, 
closer to Belfast Lough. It was not until the crew spotted the Mew Island lighthouse that the true position was communicated.

Meantime passengers were being kept calm and it would seem that the crew did not think there was a danger of sinking, although life jackets 
had been issued. As the list of the ship increased to over 45 degrees it was apparent that evacuation was necessary. The walls had become 
the floor as passengers started to attempt to get to the life rafts. When the rafts had been launched several were swamped and broke up in 
the water leaving the occupants in the sea. One struck the bow and was smashed to pieces.

At 13.30 hours the order was given to abandon ship but by now passengers were being washed overboard. At 13:58 David Broadfoot, radio 
operator, sent what was to be his last message "SOS estimated position now 5 miles east of Copelands, Entrance Belfast Lough". Just after  
14:00 hours the Princess Victoria rolled over and began to sink beneath the waves. Around this time the Donaghadee lifeboat was launched. 

The lifeboat had commenced its period of 24 hours at sea. 

The first rescue ship to arrive on the scene was the Orchy - the crew reported seeing survivors in the water and around the same time an 
aircraft arrived on the scene and sent back a similar report. The next ship to arrive was the ‘Pass of Drumochter’. The Portpatrick lifeboat also 
arrived and 40 people were rescued, none of whom where women or children. 133 people lost their lives.

The official inquiry into the tragedy lasted for 25 days and resulted in a 30,000-word document. Two main reasons were given for the loss; the 
inadequacy of the stern doors, which yielded under pressure from the sea and the inadequacy of the clearing arrangements for the water, 
which accumulated on the deck, causing the starboard list culminating in the ship capsizing and sinking.
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There had been previous warnings which appear to have gone unheeded in 1949 and1951 and had steps been taken at the time the tragedy 
could, possibly, have been avoided. However, this tragedy within living memory paved the way forward for improvements in the design of 
future ferries.

While researching this story I also discovered another link. I was visiting Drummore in the Rhinns of Galloway and found that the owner of the 
B&B’s (John Gilmour)  father James had been a survivor of this disaster and on reading a book in our room my husband Russell found that a 
salvage tug named the Salveda had received the first signal for help but was en route to the Isle of Mull where a higher priority call had been 
sent. They did turn back and assisted with the rescue of the remaining passengers. One of the crew members was my late father; Robert 
Docherty, who left the salvage tugs soon after and I have an early memory of that night of the January gales when my mother was walking up 
and down with me in her arms. obviously knowing my dad was out at sea in the horrendous storms.

Janette Hannah

Visit of Scottish Castles Association to Sorbie Tower

As part of a tour of Wigtownshire in April, about 40 members of the Scottish Castles Association visited  Sorbie, where the  Chief gave a talk 
on the history of the tower. He said that Sorbie was a fairly typical 16th century tower house, but two things made it unusual.

Firstly, the site included a 12th century motte and was surrounded by the remains of a medieval settlement with a cobbled roadway leading 
into the wood. 
Secondly, the tower was not owned by any one person, but by the Clan Hannay Society which had an international membership of over 550.

The chief sketched the history of the tower and of the family in Wigtownshire. He then described the origins of the Clan Society and how it had 
come to own the tower. He also outlined work which had been done to date and plans for the future, before handing over to Stephen Hanna 
for a tour of the castle.
The tower had been opened and swept out by Wendy Ronan, and at the end  of the visit the chairman of the Scottish Castles Association 
presented the chief with a leather plaque from the Association.  
D R Hannay, Clan Chief

On the far right are floor plans of the Tower and 
photographs of Sorbie Tower taken before the Clan 
Hannay Society began the struggle to maintain and 
conserve this building.
Below is the interior as it is today, taken from the 
extending platform which was used for the condition 
survey of the tower.

London Group

The London Group was the idea of Frederick Hannay. It was started so that members from the London area can meet up to chat and 
generally get to know one another.They will be having an evening at the theatre to see the stage version of John Buchan’s famous 
Richard Hannay novel The 39 Steps. If you would like more information Frederick can be e-mailed at - fhannay@aol.com.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CLAN

We are constantly being asked by members “How can we help our Clan”?  Below are some processes we already have in place and some ideas that 
members have initiated themselves.  If you have any thoughts or suggestions for raising funds, please share them with us, by contacting our Clan Secretary, 
Jacquie Hannay.  Alternatively, there is a suggestion box specifically for members, on the Clan Hannay website.  www.clanhannay.com

• Sorbie Tower Restoration Project  
Since 1965 Sorbie Tower has belonged to the Clan Hannay Society and has been ‘maintained’ in its ruinous state.  In consultation with Historic Scotland, 
the Clan Hannay Society obtained two Heritage Lottery Fund grants in 2001 and 2005 to repair the walls with the use of scaffolding.   Now the Society is 
proposing to reinstate the roof to prevent further damage to the fabric of the building and will be seeking partnership funding from grants and from Clan 
members.

Anyone donating £50 or more to the Sorbie Tower Restoration Fund will have their name written in the special Donations Book and will also receive a 
certificate to mark their donation and their part in the restoration of our Clan seat, Sorbie Tower.

Please send your donation, together with a completed Payment Slip on page 12

• The Clan Hannay Society and Donald Hannah Memorial Trust 

This charitable trust has the primary aim of offering assistance to those having descent from or bearing the names;   Hannay,  Hannah,  Hanna, or  
Hanney who may be in straightened circumstances,  seeking to further their education by means of a course of study acceptable to the Trustees, or in 
need of assistance in seeking employment.

If you would like more information, please contact : Clan Secretary, Mrs Jacquie Hannay

• Shopping for the Clan 
There is a selection of Clan specific goods available to purchase, by either completing the Order Form in the Newsletter, or by ordering on line from the 
website.  Ideal gifts for family members at Christmas or birthdays.

There is also an opportunity to donate to Clan funds by shopping online via www.easyfundraising.org.uk.  Unfortunately this facility is only available to 
UK residents.
It couldn’t be simpler – type in the name as above and enter Clan Hannay in the browser.  You can then sign up to use the site to raise funds for the Clan 
while you shop.  You can also check on how much has been raised using the facility.  Just have a look and see how easy it is and to see which online 
stores are participating.

•Business Cards

                      

• Send Letters to Hannay / Hannah / Hanna / Hanney in your local telephone directory.  A draft letter is available to anyone wishing to use it.  Please 
contact our Clan Secretary, Jacquie Hannay.

• Clan DVDs  
A history of the Clan Hannay Society and Sorbie Tower.  This is available to order and is on the Clan Goods list.
The Clan Gathering and Wedding at Sorbie Tower 2012.  This is available by contacting our Clan Secretary, Jacquie Hannay.

• Local Groups
       One of our members, Frederick Hannay from London, has established a local group which meets for a general get together.  The group is growing, and 

as well as fellow Clan members, invites Hannays etc  that are not members to come along and find out what the Clan is all about.  These group meetings 
could encompass a meal or quiz evening. They could also be an opportunity for’ brainstorming’ ideas for fund raising, including a raffle during the 
meeting. 

•   Fresh air and excercise
  Clan Constable, David Hannah, makes several trips to Sorbie during the course of the year to carry out routine maintenance and ground work. David is    

       always looking for willing helpers, as there is always much to do. If you are planning a trip to Sorbie, and have time to spare, even if it is only checking   
       the boundary fences and walls to report any damage, this would be much appreciated. Please contact David if you can help in any way.    
       dhannah559@hotmail.co.uk.

And last – but not least 

• Legacies and Bequests play an increasingly important role in our funding.  
Clan Hannay Society / Sorbie Tower Conservation Project / Donald C Hannah Memorial Trust
will be pleased that you remembered them in your will.  Gifts you leave will be used solely in accordance with your wishes.

If you are considering including any of the above in your will, please note the following.  You and your attorney/solicitor can decide which best suits your 
individual circumstances.  Your intentions must be written down and your signature witnessed to ensure that your wishes are carried out.  

Inquiries regarding bequests should be directed to: The Clan Chief - David R Hannay

One of our members has produced both some postcards and business 
cards, which advertise the Clan and also give our Secretary’s name 
and address and our Clan website address.  The postcards are ideal 
for sending to Hannays etc in your local telephone book and the 
business cards for handing out to relatives and anyone expressing an 
interest in the Clan.  Both cards have the Clan Tartan on the front.  
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR SECRETARY
I would like to extend a big Thank You to all of those members who have already returned their INFORMATION UPDATE 
FORM.
In 2011, members who joined the Society prior to 2010 (with the exception of any member from whom I had recently received correspondence 
or updated information) received, with their Clan Hannay Newsletter, an ‘Information Update Form’.  437 forms were sent and 211 responses 
were received.  Those members who did not return their form initially were sent a second form and a reminder letter in 2012.  The response 
from this mailing was 67; leaving 159 unreturned forms.  A third letter and form has been included with the newsletters sent this year, to those 
still outstanding.

This is not merely a ‘paperwork’ exercise, but a very useful audit of the Membership Database.  There are, of course, plausible reasons why 
some of these forms are not being returned.  The member may have moved and not informed us and the new occupant at the address has 
been enjoying the newsletter, or, worse still, putting it in the bin!  The member may sadly be deceased and their bereaved relative may have 
overlooked letting us know, which is understandable, or a younger relative may be accepting the newsletter believing the membership to be 
transferrable; which is not the case.  The form has prompted a response from some addresses where previously we had received no 
notification of changed circumstances.

Commencing last year, a question has been added to the form; asking if the Clan member has any relatives that are also members. This is 
very important information for us, because each year a number of newsletters are returned by the Mail companies as ‘undeliverable’.  Now, 
because relatives’ information is being added to the database; where newsletters are returned, a relative can be contacted for a forwarding 
address or information.  As a consequence, contact has been re-established with many ‘lost’ members.

The form also gives us the opportunity to ask whether the member would be willing to accept their newsletter by e-mail.  To date 158 
members have agreed to receive their newsletter in this form.  This represents a considerable saving for the Clan in both printing and 
postage.

The average cost of printing and postage per newsletter is around £3.  We must do something - the Clan cannot afford to send newsletters 
where there may no longer be a Clan member at the address concerned.   If no response is received from the third reminder, this equates; at 
£3 a copy, to a lost revenue of £477, which over the three year period amounts to £ 1,431.

This issue has been discussed at Council Meeting and it has been agreed that the third form and letter should be the final reminder and if no 
response is received, then the intended recipient’s name be removed from the mailing list UNLESS, or UNTIL, we receive confirmation that 
there is a Clan member resident at the address.  It is considered that the sending of forms for three consecutive years has given ample 
opportunity for members to respond.  

We don’t want to lose contact with any of our members.  Even if you a member of long standing and feel that we should know you, please 
help us by taking the time to complete and return your form.   If you are elderly, infirm or housebound, please get a relative or carer to return it 
for you.

Thank you

Jacquie Hannay, Secretary

MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER

In 2012 I took over as your Treasurer from Patrick Playfair who had by then given ten years’ solid service in the position. This by way of an 
introduction to members who I have yet to meet and is also a ‘thank you’ to Patrick.

I am a Chartered Accountant (Scotland) and spent most of my career up to retirement acting as company secretary and accountant to a 
variety of investment trusts and similar bodies based in Edinburgh. This was a wide-ranging role and involved not only the basics but also 
dealing with the relevant boards of directors, lawyers, printers, PR people and other matters as they arose, which they regularly did.  It also 
gave me the good fortune to allow me to visit many fascinating places, principally across Europe and the Far East but also in North America.

I have always lived in Edinburgh, apart from two years after qualifying spent working in Paris. I have enjoyed visiting Galloway since childhood 
with happy memories of exploring the area and, more recently, following up on family history.  The latter is now fairly complete, although there 
are always details to research and leads to follow up.  I joined the Society in 2009 but was preceded by my grandmother, Mrs F H Hannay, 
who was an early member in the 1960s.  In terms of family connection with the area, my great grandfather Robert Hannay (1829-1891) was 
from a farming family and grew up in and around Wigtown before setting off for Bombay in the 1850’s, marrying a Greenock girl out there and 
returning to Ratho near Edinburgh with his family around 1865.

I have appreciated the warm and helpful welcome from all those I have met at the Gatherings and Council meetings and look forward to 
carrying out my duties on behalf of the Society.

Keith P Hannay, Treasurer
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Above are photos taken at The Lowland Gathering, Stranraer. Only 5 bands competed in Grades 3 & 4. The 
winner was Irvine & District Pipe Band and in second place Lochryan Pipe Band who received the Clan Hannay 
Shield. Douglas Hannay (Stranraer) is shown on the left with the shield. On the right are, Bob Brown, (Chairman 
of the Gathering), David R Hannay (Clan Chief), Janet R Hannay, (wife of the Chief), Douglas Hannah, Thomas 
Hanna, (Busby), and Jim Murdoch, (Chieftain of the Gathering).

Above left Helena Bergman ready to dance. Above right are three of our youngsters having fun on the motte. At the top is 
Helena Bergman, next down is Gwendolyn Hanna (Berks, England) and William (Gilly), Helena’s brother, who is picking 
flowers for the ladies . 

Above - Helena Bergman, John Bassett, Wendy Hanney, Joshua 
McCready and Patricia Hannah admiring the wonders of modern 
technology.

Above - Keith P Hannay, our 
new treasurer who took over 
from Patrick Playfair in 2012.



20

Congratulations to our two couples (pictured left) 
celebrating their Golden Weddings this year. Our Chief  
David and his wife Janet are pictured with John and Jo 
Hannah at the Creebridge Hotel prior to the Annual 
Gathering dinner and ceilidh.
Below - the hungry clansmen earlier in the day at  
lunch time.

Left -the best classroom in Galloway - these are the 
children from Sorbie Primary School who visited and 
were shown round by Stephen Hanna. They were 
treated to a taste of life back in the 16th century and, 
very kindly, gave a donation to the Tower 
Conservation Fund. A big thank you to them, as all the 
money was raised by their own hard work.

Below - Sorbie Tower has a Fairy Door - did you know 
that?

Left - Joshua McCready and his Clan Chief admiring the beautiful 
calligraphy in the leather bound book which Convenor Stephen is shown 
signing above with Joshua, David and Douglas looking on.


