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REPORT AND MINUTES 
OF THE 17TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY 

HELD AT THE HOME OF TREASURER 
DONALD C. HANNAH, 1 RAVELSTON PLACE, EDINBURGH EH4 3DT, SCOTLAND, 

ON 2nd NOVEM6ER~ 1979 

The Convener, Major R.W. Rainsford-Hannay, 15th Laird of Kirkdale, 
opened the meeting and welcomed members and friends. He was particularly 
pleased to welcome a new merri>er, David Hannah, from Livingston, and Coun
cillor Hugh P. Hannah who had travelled all the way from Strabane, Northern 
Ireland, to be present. · 

PRESENT: Major R.W. Rainsford-Hannay, Convener; Donald C. Hannah, Treasur
er; Mrs: Dorothea Hannah, Edinburgh; Mrs. Marion Hannay, Edinburgh; 
Mrs. Evelyn Hannah McArthur, Edinburgh; David Hannah, Livingston; 
Mrs. Barbara Campbell, Edinburgh; Canon & Mrs. John M.C. Hannah, 
Caddon Mill; Mrs. Ruth Kyle, Edinburgh; Hugh P. Hanna, Strabane. 

The following office-bearers who were aue to retire in 1979 were re-
e 1 ected mermers of the Clan Council :-

Andrew Hannah, Sorlbie, Scotland 
Canon John M.C. Hannah, Caddon Mill, Scotland 
Maurice Hanna, London. 
Hugh P. Hanna, Strabane~ N. Ireland 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer submitted the accounts of the Society for the year show-
ing a credit balance of £674.32. The Hannay History account shows a deficit 
of £132.42. There was also submitted the audited account for the Job Crea
tion Project which has been forwardl:!d fo the Man Power Services .Cpmmiss~:on. -

The accounts were approved and the Auditor, Evelyn McArthur, thanke_d 
for her services. 

CLAN HANNAY SOCIETY ,ACCOUNTS TO 30th OCTOBER, 1979 

Balance at 15.11.78 
Donations 
Subscriptions 
Sales - -
Sale of Van 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 

£ 765;24 
151.00 . 
312.00 

1367.00 
350.00 

£2945.24 

Expenses of AGM £ 58. i6' 
Miscellaneous 213.47 
Postages 236.25 
Purchases · . 1039.37 
Sorlbie tower 491.30 
Secretarial Expenses 140.55 
Insurance . 71-.88 
Glan Gathering {donation) _- 20.00 
Balance in Bank 30.10.79 · 634.75 . 
Cash in Hand c : · _ 39.57 

£2945.24 
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SORBIE TOWER STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

Sa;~ of Van 
Donations 

Sales 
Balance 

CONVENER 1S REPORT 

(1) Sorbie Tower 

£350.00 
151.00 

£501.00 

Reeves - Trees 
Water Board 
Telephone 
Miscellaneous 

HANNAY HISTORY ACCOUNT 

£ 37.00 
132.42 

Balance 15.11.78 

£169.42 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30. 1 0. 79 

ASSETS 
Sorbie Tower (Expenditure) 
Stock at cost (Accoutrements) 
Stock at cost (Books) 
Current Account 
Cash 
Balance in Wigtown Account 

DEBITS __ 
Hannay History Account 
Auditor 

£24,473.79 
880.00 
625.00 
634.75 

39.57 
173.81 

£26,826.92 

£ 132.42 
161.00 

£ 293.42 

£180.57 
24.87 
15.86 
70.00 

£291.30 

£169.42 

£169.42 

No building work was done at the Tower this year, but 20 forest trees 
have been planted in the grounds - the trees were kindly donated by John 
Hannay, La Huerta del Dulce Nombre, Tarifa; Spain. Billy McClune of Sorbie 
has kept the grass cut and an eye on the Tower. · ·-

The fo 11 owing suggestions have been made: 

(a) A secure money box be built into the Tower or made available for casual 
visitors who are often willing to contribute towards maintenance. 

(b) A wishing well be constructed in the grounds. 
(c) A pennanent flag-pole be ere<:;ted on top of the Tower. 
(d) Members be encouraged to get together either as families or States. or 

countries to sponsor the repair. of a window. 
(e) The DonorS Plaque & Coat of Anns be removed from the Tower wall and erect

ed upon the wa 11 bui 1 t by ·Mr . Sam Smith., 
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(2) International Clan Gathering 1981 - Scotland 
It was agreed that the Society would participate in the International 

Clan Gathering in 1981 on the lines of the 1977 Gathering. 
The Edinburgh Committee would be revived to organise and run the Clan 

Booth. 
The Galloway Committee would also be revived to provide a programme in 

Galloway for the second week in conjunction with the House of Gordon. It was 
suggested that during the Galloway Week two "free" days would be included 
when members could tour Galloway and hostesses would be appointed to keep 
•open house" in the afternoon and dispense tea and conversation. 

William Hannay, Gatehouse-of-Fleet, was re"-appointed Chairman of the 
Galloway Committee. 

(3) Future Meetings 
The following dates were fixed for 1980: 

(a) Sorbie Tower - Clan Gathering, Saturday 31st May. 
(b) Larne, N. Ireland. An additional meeting, Saturday, 11th .October. The 

arrangements will be in the hands o1 Hugh P. Hanna, Strabane, and the 
Irish members. 

(c) Edinburgh - A.G.M. Friday, 21st November, the time and place to be not
ified later. 

(4) The year 1979 achieves 20 years since the founding of the Society. 
During that time we have acquired and improved Sorbie Tower. The mem
bership has increased to over 400 and more members are joining every 

year. Several works have been published on the Clan which have been report-
ed from time to time. · 

Contacts with members of the Clan are continually being rna i ntai ned and 
new contacts with others of the name are being made by the Secretary, A 1 ex. 
Hannah, and the Treasurer, Donald Hannah, and it is thanks to their enthus
iasm that the Clan is in its present healthy state. 

Looking to the future, however, I am enxious that this good work 
should go on and that some of the younger members of the Clan should begin to 
be initiated into the techniques of Clan management and at the same time re
lieve Alex. and Donald of some of their work load. Would anyone interested 
please let me know. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

(l) Australia 
We were delighted to receive a visit from our Australian Councillor 

Keith Hannay of Mont Albert, Victoria, and his wife Annette, and we hope they 
enjoyed their visit to the Sorbie Gathering as much as we enjoyed having them. 

The Australian Branch of the Society now numbers 34 members and this 
is due to the enthusiasm of our two Councillors, Keith Hannay and Ronald J. 
Hannay, ably supported by Ronald's son, John K. Hannay, Secretary, 20 Samoa 
Place, Lethbridge Park, Mount Druitt 2770, Sydney, N.S.W. 

(2) Canada 
We have to report -
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(a) Major-General James E. Hanna has been appointed Commander of Canadian 
Forces in Europe. We wish him .every success in his n.ew command·. We 
were delighted that he was able to represent the Clan. at the Nova Scotia 
Clan Gathering. 

(b) Pipe .. Major Sandy Foster - Honorary Clan Piper for Canada (Piobaire 
Cinneadh Hannay) unfortunately was not able to represent the Clan at the 
Nova Scotia Gathering due to his wife's illness. We are .pleased to hear 
however that she is on the mend and wish her a speedy recovery. 

(c) Sandy hopes to attend the next Grandfather Mountain Games in the U.S.A. 
With four of his piping pupils he is taking a mobile home down to the 
Gathering on the 2nd Saturday of July 1980. 

(d) During the Brentford Highland Games Week on the Seniors Day he was piper 
for the Highland dancers from the Vera Mitchell Burke School of Dancing. 

(e) JohnS. Hanna, Q.C., our Senior Clan Councillor, celebrated his 86th 
birthday in 1979 and we send John and his wife Mae our best wishes for 
the future. 

{f) Canadian Membership - 34. 

(3) Northern Ireland 
Under the active leadership of our Irish Councillor, Hugh P. Hanna, 

Sorbie Heights, Killynaught, Artigarvan, Strabane, Co. Tyrone, our member
ship continues to grow and we must thank him for the considerable time he 
spends in promoting our interests. 

(4) U.S.A. 

(a) Report on U.S.A. Branch's activities 
U.K. members will be delighted to read the following extracts from 
U.S.A. Convener, the Rev. James Hanna's letter of 17th May, 1979. 

"I am pleased to have yours of the 12th April • Read each word of a 11 the 
'happenings' in Scotland and especially around dear old beloved Sorbie! 
The work is great! I'm very happy that things are moving ahead, thanks to 
you, Donald and Ramsay etc. 

The North Carol ina Highland Games will be held the weekend following 4th 
July (1979) at Linville, on MacRae Headows. Scott and Opal Hanna there have 
things in good hands. The Clan Headquarters will be at Slowing Rock at the 
Azalea Gardens Motel. Already 30 have registered at that spot . 

We are greatly pleased to have Mr. Robert Groves as the new President of 
the Grandfather Mountain at Linville, N.C. and his wife, a Hannay, wrote me 
and is seeking membership of the Clan. You might mention this to the Clan 
Meeting over there in May. At the Clan Parade, the Hanna tartan is first 
and foremost (the Clergy "rank" of course)! 

The St. Andrews Society in West Virginia will be holding a 3 day Clan 
Gathering at Hurricane, West Va. in June. I'm hoping to represent us there. 

Trusting this finds you and yours in good health and remember ·me to the 
Clans folk at Sorbie. With best wishes, James Hanna." 
(b) Miss Betty Hannay, daughter of our historia·n- the late Col. Wm. Hannay, 

or Albany, N.V. 1n an interesting letter dated 3rd September, 1979; ad-: 
vises that Scottish History is repeating itself in the··u.s.A. The · · 

Episcopal Church of U.S.A. has decided that they should revise their Prayer 
Book and this action is causing great controversy among the Church's members 
- so far however - no latter-day Jenny Geddes has thrown a stool at a Dean. 



5. 

(c) Hanna's Town, Penn. .Professor Charles Milton Hanna, U.S.A.,Branch Vice
Convener for 'Pennsylvania, reports that he has almost finished his work 
for a Historical Pa-per on Old Hanna's Town; this has been a v.ery impor

tant project on U.S.A. Hanna History andhe is to be congratulated on the 
tremendous amount of research he has carried out. 

We are indebted to him for sending some very interesting coloured picture 
postcards of the exterior and interior of Robert Hanna's Courthouse Tavern. 
The postcards depict people in the costume and dress of 18th century America. 

The first Court west of the Allegheny Mountains was established by Robert 
Hanna in 1773 and burnt down by the Indians. 13th July 1782. The res tora-
tion has been carried out by Westmoreland County Historical Society. It is 
located off R+ 119, 3 miles N. of Greenburg P.A. and is a Laurel Highlands 
Historic Site. 

Our American Clansfold must be very proud to be associated wi.th such an 
important part of U.S.A. early history. The story of Old Hanna's Town is 
told in Agnes Sligh Turnbull's novel "The Day r~ust Dawn" first published 1943 
and issued in paperback in 1957 by Fontana Books. 

We would 1 ike to thank our U.S .A. Clan Convener, the Rev. James Hanna, on 
his efforts to ensure the success · of the American Branch of the Society. The 
Rev. James Hanna was our first U.S.A. member- No. lO(L) on the Roll of the 
Clan Hannay Society and the Founder of the U.S.A. Society . In 1960 there 
was one U.S.A. member, the Rev. James, by 1968 he had increased the U.S.A. 
membership to 43 and at this date in time there are 120 U.S.A. members on the 
Clan Roll. 

(5) United Kingdom 

(a) Sorbie Tower Clan Gathering - 27th May, 1979 - separate report issued 
24th Septeritler, 19 79. 

(b) Literature, Press, Articles, Records, etc. 

1. The Warrior King- Richard the Lionheart by Doris Leslie, price £4.50 
published by Wm. Heinemann Ltd., 15 Queen Street, Mayfair, London 
WlX 88E. 

For those who may not have received a copy of our 1978 Report, Doris 
Leslie, the well known Historical Novelist, is a clanswoman, being 
Lady Doris Fergusson Hannay, and she has dedicated her historical 
novel The Warrior King to the memory of her late husband, Sir Walter 
Fergusson Hannay and the Clan Hannay Society. One of her characters 
is Sir Odo Ahannach, who typifies our Crusader ancestor, who won for 
us our Badge - a cross-crosslet fitchee issuant a crescent sable. 

A copy of ~e Warrior King is well worth adding to one's collec
tion of Hannay books . 

Doris Leslie's latest novel is A Croom of Thorns- Richard II
and has just been published by Heinemann. 

2. The Armorial Who's Who 1976-1978. A Register of Armorial Bearings in 
current use has just been published by The Armorial, 1 Darnaway Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 6DW, and gives deta i1 s of Coats of Arms on a wo.rl d-wi de 
basis. Three Hannah Coats of Arms are mentioned. 

3. Lieut. William M·.J. Hannah - Leicestershi.re Regiment. 
Recently there . appeared in Spinks Nwnismatia CirauZar (Sept. 1979 J 
a rare Queen's South African 1899 Campaign Medal bearing the bar 
"TALANA" awarded to Lt. Hannah who was killed at Dundee · (s.A.) October 
21st 1899 by a Boer shell which fell in the British Camp. He was the 
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second son of the Rev. J.J. Hannah, Vicar of Brighton, and an Uncle 
of our Honorary Chaplain, Canon John M.C. Hannah. He was born May 
1876, entered tne Leicestershire Regiment, March 1896, and promoted 
Lieutenant August 1898. Lieut. Hannah was on leave of absence in 
England, and when war became imminent, he asked permission to rejoin 
his battalion in Natal, which request was granted, and he arrived in 
time to proceed with it to Dundee. On the 20th October, the day of 
Talana, the Battalion was left in Camp to protect it against Boer 
attack and on the following day he was killed - the first British 
Officer casualty of the War. He is buried at Dundee. 

4. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of ScotLand, Vol.108, p. 332 
John Hannay, Gunmaker, Glasgow, 1615, is mentioned as the possible 
maker of a pair of wooden-stocked fish-tail pistols, formerly both in 
the Dresden Rustkammer, one of which is now in the Metropolitan Museum 
New York. The pistols are signed with an '1' superimposed on an 'H' 
and dated 1615. The article mentioned the distribution of the num
ber of gunmakers in the various Scottish Towns at the end of the 16th 
century and included is one gunmaker in Stranraer, the only one South 
of Edinburgh and Glasgow, apart from Ayr. No doubt the Hannays were 
one of his best customers - the Privy Council Records mention the Han
nays using firearms - against the Hurrays of Broughton - they besieged 
the Place of Broughton "attacking them with Pistols and Hagbuts for 
their slaughter". Did they buy their pistols in Stranraer or Glas
gow? 

5. Galloway Gazette - 5th August, 1978 
"The last Ganoway Gael" 
During the early part of 1978 the Clan and Sorbie Tower received con
siderable publicity on the Government Job Creation Scheme and a side 
issue of this publicity was the fact that Galloway Clans were the 
first of the Clans to receive Royal Charters in the time of King David 
II, 1343-1344. Resulting from the newspaper correspondence was the 
interesting report that the last Gaelic speaker in Galloway was Donald 
Hannah, a man of large stature and a nervous disposition, who, accord
ing to tradition, fled to America after breaking an armchair at a 
"Penny Wedding" - no doubt over some poor soul's head! He married an 
Irish dwarf, moved to Canada and trapped furs on the Banks of Hell's 
River and died in 1796 eating 'Squooquook', an Eskimo sausage, and, 
according to the corres pendent of the Gazette, on his death bed he 
cried out "0 Thighearna" - Tha Marag Lord - "the black pudding of the 
Eskimoes is after the choking of me". A good story~! 

Possibly a subject for a Canadian member to research. The 
Secretary can supply Newspaper cuttings. 

6. Scottish Tourist Board - We continue to provide details of our 
activities to the Board. 

(c) 1 • Herald~ - Bookplates (Ex Libris) 
I am 1 ~ebted to our Australian Councillor Keith Hannay, for sending 
me a Heraldic Bookplate, given to him by Mrs. Barbara Hannay, Unit 
204, Park Royal Lodge, Parkville, Victoria 3052. 

It belonged to her husband, James r1axwe11 Hannay (deceased), 
formerly Manager in Iooia of the P & 0 Company. It is very similar 
to a Bookplate used by his brother, the late Sir Walter Fergusson 
Hannay. 

The arms depicted are similar to those of Ahannay of Sorbie, but 




